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Dear Friends in Christ:
Summer begins this month and we enter into what the church calls “ordinary time” in terms of
the calendar. The next feast or celebration will be All Saints Day in November. I like the
thought of ordinary time because God is very near and present in the ordinary -- in our ordinary
life together, in the ordinary elements of water, bread, wine, and oil. As most schedules change
this summer, let these ordinary days be one of refreshment, rest, and renewal.
Last Thursday at our EFM class, Roch Whitman brought in a prayer to open our time together.
He had found it on the Internet and no author is mentioned. Everyone in class was moved by this
prayer, wanted a copy, and I decided that it should be shared will all through our incredible
Newsletter.
“Eternal, Holy God, I come to you burdened with worries, fears, doubts, and troubles. Calm
and quiet me with peace of mind. Empty me of the anxiety that disturbs me, of the concerns that
weary my spirit, and weigh heavy on my heart. Loosen my grip on the disappointments and
grievances I hold on to so tightly. Release me from the pain of past hurts, of present anger and
tension, of future fears. Sometimes it’s too much for me Lord, too many demands and problems,
too much sadness, suffering, and stress. Renew me spiritually and emotionally. Give me new
strength, hope, and confidence. Prepare me to meet the constant struggles of daily life with a
deeper faith and trust in You. Let your love set me free, for peace, for joy, for grace, for life, for
others, forever,”
Amen.
Faithfully,
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Yay! Spring seems to finally to have arrived! It is so wonderful to see our lovingly cared for church gardens
come into bloom each year; it is a continuous new beginning. At the last Vestry meeting on May 22nd, after
opening with prayer and approving previous meeting minutes, we reviewed our current financial status. (As
always, thank you Dick Robinson for your continued, outstanding efforts as our treasurer!! We are so
blessed to have you!) Due to the excellent work of our grounds & facilities folks (as well as a mild winter!),
our utility bill year to date is lower than last year. This is a great help!! As we approach half of the year
completed, we are headed towards being on plan. (Keep up those fabulous pledges! )
We had an audit assessment report by Chris Peterson. We are pleased to say that his report states that we
have ‘no material audit findings’. Great work by all! We will continue to focus on reviewing policies and
procedures for staff/vestry positions; continue to closely monitor the church inventory & tie it to our
insurance; and ensure we have our double checks in place to protect all of our volunteers. Thank you, Chris
for helping us with this grueling task!
Some other items. One of the downstairs bathrooms will be unavailable until further notice. We have a water
leak that needs to be rectified. On June 11th, Stephanie Spiller will be coming to Good Shepherd to talk
about hospitality, a diocesan event we are hosting. The Vestry would like to extend a big thank you to James
Arnold for the work he did on our website! We are blessed to have his talent in our church community!! In
case you missed it, the office area has a new roof on it! The construction efforts went off without a hitch -with the exception of the Rector’s hearing loss from the banging on the roof! 
Vestry has looked over surveys and here are some of the suggestions that we have met. We have greeters and
are using name tags at the 10:15am service. Outside fellowship at the church have included a Boat Cruise in
the fall; Episcopal night at Red Wing games in July; Seabreeze in August; paint and wine on June 4; and
Trivia Night (where parishioners’ lives were some of the questions).
What else is new? We have a Welcoming Committee which will help to make the newcomers feel
comfortable and introduce them to other parishioners. They will also receive a mug along with information
about our church. We have tried to show points of interest on the bulletin boards and TV screen in the
Narthex showing what is going on with our parish family. Laura Rosato is working on the Coffee Hour task
sheet telling how to make it. We will be closing the doors to the sanctuary before the service (10:15) for
those who would like some quiet time before the service begins, starting Memorial Weekend. Our Outreach
chicken BBQs reach out to the community. We do Email blasts and the Update to keep you informed. We
will soon have a stewardship and capital campaign which will run year long. We mail the Newsletter to those
who don't have computers. The Vestry continues to look over the surveys and keep your suggestion to help
us improve communications and fellowship. Due to scheduling conflicts, we will not have a Strawberry
Festival this year but it is already on next year’s calendar! In its place, June 12th, we will be having a
“Strawberry Social” for Coffee Hour after the 10:15 service. Please be sure to join the fun!! Additionally,
please be sure to pick up your Seabreeze tickets ASAP! The low rate will sell out quickly. They are
available outside the church office. And, finally, look for details for our fall church picnic, September 11th!
Details will follow.
For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over [and] gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing [of birds] is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;” King James Bible, 2:11-2:12
Blessings,
Annie Bishop & Jill Daddis
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As Recognition Sunday and the Teen Concert approach, we recognize Kylie
Dennison, a dedicated member of Teen Choir, who will be graduating from
high school this year. Over the years, Kylie has shared her lovely soprano
voice and her love of music with us at Good Shepherd. Kylie joined Junior
Choir when she was in the fifth grade and went on to be an active member of
the Teen Choir. She comes from a very musical family and we have enjoyed
her duets with her grandfather, Peter Marr, while her sister accompanied them
on cello and her brother played clarinet.
Kylie is a member of three choirs at Thomas H.S: Select Choir, Show Chorus
and the Women’s Choir. She has sung for solo fests during her high school
years and has been selected for All County and Area All-State Choirs on
numerous occasions.
She loves musical theater and has performed in shows since the eighth grade,
both school performances and in summer theater. She was the lead (Sandy) in
this year’s production of “Grease” at Thomas. She has performed in “The
Wiz”, “Anything Goes”, “Sweet Charity”, “Fame”, “Little Shop of Horrors”,
“Peter Pan” and “The Wedding Singer”. For many of these shows she was
featured as a dancer.
Kylie has been dancing since she was 2 ½ years old! She studies at the
Deborah MacKay Dance Studio. Over the years she took ballet, tap, jazz,
lyrical, hip-hop and pointe. Her favorite style was ballet until recently, when
her interests switched to lyrical and hip-hop. This year she began teaching a
class for hip-hop at the studio. At Thomas, she is a member of the Dance Team
which performs during half team at varsity basketball games.

Convention Delegates

Marlene Allen 419-5678
Denise Junker 413-6286
Marj Matsky 645-3222
UPDATE Deadline:
Tuesdays by 10 am to
Church Office
NEWSLETTER Deadline:
20th of Each Month
Richard Reid 585-347-4839
writer2363@gmail.com

?

Kylie plans to continue her interests in music and dance in college. She will be
attending Nazareth College where she will double major in music and
psychology. She plans to join the dance groups at the college and also
participate in theater productions.
All of us at Good Shepherd give our heartfelt thanks to you, Kylie, for the
many years you have shared your musical talents with us. You bring such joy
to our lives with your beautiful singing and your caring and gracious spirit.
God bless you on your graduation and best wishes to you as you pursue your
dreams and goals at college.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Hear
Ye
Hear
Ye

Your church library is open whenever the
church is open.

Tuesdays, 10:00 am
Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey

W e will soon be in the lazy days of su m mer and what
better way to relax than to borrow a good book fro m your
church librar y and read away?

of faith and grant that those who teach and those
who learn may find you to be the source of all truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The new additions right now are: Sing Y ou Ho me, by Jodi
Picoult, a novel about parenthood; Gr ace For The
M o ment, by M ax Lucado, dail y thou ghts about living;
Gh ostbread, by S onja Li vingston., about a girl growing up
in povert y during the 1970s; and W aking U p In Heaven , by
Cr ystal M cV ea, a true stor y of a w o man wh o died for nine
minutes and w ent to heaven. For our youn ger readers,
there’s Diary of a Wi mp y Kid: The U gl y Truth, by Jeff
Kinney.

June 7th

The Churches of Armenia
And the Churches of Georgia

June 14th Year-End Gathering – details
to be announced separately
The Adult Forum will return in
September

The librar y also has large print copies of Guideposts
magazine for you to take and enjoy. N ew books will appear
this su m mer, so stop in and check the m out.
Happ y reading.
--- M aril yn Nuffer

(Enjoy the Summer Movie series in our
place, Tuesdays at 10am—see related
article in this issue for details)

Good Shepherd

Stitchers

A
N
D

In June, the Stitchers will gather in the Good Shepherd Library for five Thursday sessions on June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and
30th between 9:30am and about Noon. And then . . . the Stitchers will meet every Thursday in July (the 7th, 14th, 21st and
28th) . . . and every Thursday in August (the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th). Like the wicked and the weary, there’s no rest (i.e., a
summer break) for the Stitchers because we enjoy getting together. If you ever wanted to learn how to sew or get some
suggestions on how to do it better, the summer with its slower pace might be the best time for you to join us.
Careful readers of this column’s May issue will note that I had written that the Book Club which meets on the final
Thursday of the month with the Stitchers (since many of us also sew) will conclude its season on June 30th when we will
discuss Jennifer Chiaverini’s historical novel, Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker. The book traces the relationship between Mary
Todd Lincoln and a former slave. I’m happy now to offer a retraction of that announcement. We decided that discussing
our reading is simply too much fun to stop just because some other church programs do. Thus, there will be a Summer
Edition of the Book Club in July and August.
On July 28th, we will gather in the Good Shepherd Library at 10am to discuss, The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from
a State Hospital Attic, by Darby Penney and Peter Stastny. The book offers profiles of patients confined to New York’s
Willard State Hospital during the first half of the 20th century based on the possessions found in their suitcases as well as
institutional records and notes made by doctors during sessions with the patients. Additionally, over 100 photographs and
researched text detail the hospital’s 120-year history which ended in 1995.
August 25th’s book, Fredrik Backman’s novel, A Man Called Ove, is a charming, comical novel about a curmudgeon
dubbed “the bitter neighbor from hell” who has an unexpected story to tell, one that he relates to a new couple with two
young and inquisitive daughters. If you’ve never attended one of our book discussions, perhaps at least one of these three
books will intrigue you enough to give us a try. And, no, you don’t have to sew a single stitch.
---Janet Maier
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Reach up. Reach in. Reach out.
Good Shepherd Church Serving Others

Outreach
By Yvonne Arnold

What a marvel it is to see the leaves, green grass and flowers return to our landscape! Jeff and I had the
privilege to travel during the month of April. Every day, as we drove further south, the gradual progression to
the spring season was all around us. When we reached Florida, the sun greeted us every morning and each
evening, another spectacular sunset was there for us to photograph and take a memory shot of it.
The Outreach Committee has entered the season of Chicken Barbecues! Thank you to all who help with these
fundraising events. Under the leadership of Richard Reid, an amazing group gathers once a month, beginning
in May, and boxes and delivers BBQ dinners to the customers that pull into the Good Shepherd parking lot.
The total time given per individual is less than two hours on a Friday afternoon. Great team work, fellowship
and outreach to the community are the results. Please consider joining us if you have a couple of extra hours
on one of these dates. (See the blurb in this issue for the remaining dates.)
The Outreach Committee at Good Shepherd welcomes anyone who is interested in this ministry! Consider
this a personal invitation to YOU! Please look for the announcement in the Parish Update of monthly
meetings, although we do skip some months. Our next meeting is Sunday, June 5th @ 9 AM in the
Meeting Room off the Parish Hall. The work that we do is only possible with your support and
participation. As always, we give thanks for all the "shepherds" that make this ministry work.
With gratitude.

St. Andrew’s Chapel
by Martha Conte

Summer will soon be here and with it, our season of services at St. Andrew’s Chapel by the Lake
commences. Originally a one-room school house, the chapel has been used for worship services since
the early 1900’s. St. Andrew’s is owned by the Episcopal Diocese and cared for by parishioners from
Good Shepherd. However, it is self-supporting and depends on contributions made directly to the
chapel. As we have functioned at a deficit for some time, we greatly appreciate all contributions toward
the services and maintenance of this special place. Sunday services at St. Andrew’s will be held at 9am
from June 26th through September 4th. (The chapel is also open for quiet meditation on Tuesdays from
12-1pm during July and August.) Join us for worship with Fr. Lance’s sermon and Karyn’s music in a
setting of nature and history.
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WEATHER DOESN’T DETER CROP WALKERS
by Nancy Van Hooydonk

It was misting the whole time and for May 1st, quite cold (note the jackets) but the dozen walkers
from Good Shepherd that day handled it with typical good cheer. The event was a total success
from a financial perspective as well: Good Shepherd parishioners and their friends and relatives
contributed $2,610 – up $470 from last year’s $2,140. My thanks to everyone whose generosity
made possible this achievement. That increase was also reflected in the interfaith 2016 Webster
Crop Walk as a whole. As of May 16th, the tally stood at $18,309, up about 9% from last year.
The Crop Walk has been conducted in the U.S. since 1969 by Church World Services. CROP is
actually an acronym for Christian Rural Overseas Program. The idea was: millions of people
have to daily walk many miles to get food and fresh water so we would walk to raise funds to
enable modern improvements to be brought to poorer countries so people would walk less.
Today, a significant portion of the money raised in Crop Walks – 25% -- also is used in the local
communities where the money is collected (Webster and surrounding areas) to help those in
need.
Good Shepherd has participated in the Webster Crop Walk since the late 1970s, nearly 40 years
now. The drizzling rain did not deter Deb Anderson, Yvonne Arnold and son, James, Annie
Bishop, Lynn Helmer, Angela Masters, Bill Munch, Karyn Robbins, Kathy Stokes and daughter,
Keisha, and John (our photographer), and Nancy Hooydonk. Father Lance was selected to give
the opening prayer for this year’s Walk. See you all next May!

A Reminder from Good Shepherd parishioner and U.S. Veteran John Russo . . .
If you are a U.S. Veteran, man or woman, you should be enrolled in VA Health Care. If you’re not yet enrolled,
call the Rochester Out-Patient Clinic (585-463-2600), and ask for the Veteran Service Center. If it is difficult for
you to get out of your home, be sure to request home-based primary care. If you have question, call me, John
Russo, at 585-872-5869.
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by Sally Robb

We are having a very exciting Family Sunday at the 10:15 service on June 5th. All the children will be
singing along with our "big kid", Jack Brennick, during the worship service. This is also Recognition
Sunday for both the Sunday School children, and their teachers and the nursery assistants as well as
the participants in the Junior and Teen Choirs. The last day of Sunday School will be June
12th. We are having a one day Summer Bible School on Thursday, August 18th at Good Shepherd
starting at 9 am. We are planning an all-day get-together with a community mission as well as lots
of fun activities. Check your weekly update during the summer for more details to follow. If you
have any questions, please call me at 585-704-7062. Have a great summer, and hope to see lots of
kids on August 18th!

STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE COFFEE HOUR – June 12
Although strawberries grow in the wild, the garden strawberry which we all know today was first
bred in the Brittany section of France in the 1750s by crossing wild strawberry plants from North
America and Chile. Today, China is the largest producer of strawberries with the U.S., second,
followed by Merico, Turkey and Spain. Per capita strawberry consumption in America has been
rising since the 1980s and is currently around 7.9 pounds per year. If you want to do your part to
help boost that number, Good Shepherd’s annual Strawberry celebration will be on a Sunday this
year on June 12th in the Parish Hall -- following the 10:15am Service. Candy Pape is once again
organizing it. Donations of strawberries, whipped cream, spongecake cups or biscuits would be
appreciated. If you can help, please speak with her on Sunday or call her at 585-739-7135.

Dear Good Shepherd Family,
We extend an invitation to you to attend the wedding of our daughter,
Jennifer Thistle Arnold to Zachary Gerald Baker on Saturday, July 16, 2016 at
2 o'clock in the afternoon at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Webster. So
many of you have loved and touched Jennifer's life during her growing years
~ please know that you are welcome to be present on this blessed day.
Lovingly,
Yvonne and Jeff Arnold
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A Brief Note from Michael Laver
I write this short piece reflecting on a year and a half of service and learning with the Good
Shepherd family. When Bishop Singh asked me to work with Father Lance, knowing
somehow that he would be a good mentor for me, I didn’t realize then how much the Good
Shepherd parishioners would become a part of my extended church family. From the first
day my family and I have felt welcomed each and every Sunday, and I was amazed how
shortly I felt a part of the parish. This is above all a testament to your hospitality and loving
kindness. In the immediate future, I plan on finishing seminary next spring, after which,
God and the Commission on Ministry willing, I will be ordained sometime late next
year. We also plan on returning to Good Shepherd often to worship with you and to
reconnect with friends. Thank each and every one of you for your kindness, your support,
and above all, for your faithful witness to the love and forgiveness to Jesus Christ. Many
blessings from the Lavers in this spring season of new life.
Michael, Annie, Bennie, and Ham Laver

Presentation to Michael Laver, Sunday May 22, 2016

GOOD SHEPHERD AT SEABREZZE – AUGUST 21ST
by Neil Giudice
Good Shepherd is going to the Seabreeze Amusement Park for a day of fun and
fellowship on Sunday, August 21st! As of this writing, we have sold 30 tickets
leaving us with 70. The “All Day Ride and Slide” ticket (which usually sells for
$31.99 at the gate) is available to us at the incredible price of $11 each – provided
you are among the purchasers of those remaining 70 tickets. How is this possible?
With the funds we raised at our last Pasta Dinner, we are covering $9 a ticket for
the discount. Everyone is welcome to bring their family and friends after the 100
tickets are gone at a still discounted rate of $19.99.

The park opens at 11am and the tickets are good for the whole day (but Father
Lance really hopes to see you at one of the usual summer Sunday services, either at
church or St. Andrew’s Chapel). At Seabreeze, we have a Grove reserved
exclusively for Good Shepherd which we will provide hots and burgers as well as
plates, napkins and dinner ware. All you have to do is bring a dish to the Grove to
pass when you arrive at the Park and a fine feast will be available for us all. Lunch
is planned for 3pm. The Grove will be ours through 8pm for those who may want to
rest during the day.
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Jordan Centola will be
graduating from Webster
Thomas,
and
attending
UMass Amherst to major in
business marketing.

Kylie Dennison (see Page 3)

Leah Nelson will be
graduating from Webster
Schroeder, and attending
Monroe
Community
College.

God Bless our Good Shepherd Grads!

Bobby Rosato has graduated from
SUNY Potsdam with a BS in
Business, and minor in Music
Business. His plans include day-time
work in the retail music industry,
and lots of night-time gigs.
Garrick Centola has graduated with a BS in
Chemistry from the University of
Rochester. He is headed to the University
of Maryland College of Pharmacy in
Baltimore, with a goal of cancer drug
development.

From Roch and Nan Whitman: “We can hardly contain how proud we are of our goddaughter and
lovely, smart niece, Anna Robbins, who graduates from the Wake Forest University School of
Law.” Our Good Shepherd family joins in celebrating your achievement, Anna! CHEERS!
Apologies if we have missed any grads! If we did, please contact Laura at lrosato@rochester.rr.com
and we can send out additions to this posting! To all of our grads, may God bless and guide you on
your new journeys!
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DIOCESAN PROGRAM
AT GOOD SHEPHERD
JUNE 11
By Richard Reid
Who likes being the new person at a place where no one knows you? If you haven’t raised your hand,
keep on reading.
On Saturday, June 11, Good Shepherd will be hosting, “The Generous Welcome Workshop,” a six-hour
training program organized by the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, starting at 9:00am. It will be led by
the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, who last December was appointed by our Presiding Bishop as the

Canon for Evangelism and Reconciliation. The press release announcing her appointment noted that
“previously she was the Canon for Mission Vitality for the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island and a
member of the chaplain team for the House of Bishops. . . . She is the author of several books, articles and
resources focused on embracing emerging cultures and Episcopal traditions, including Radical Welcome
and The Episcopal Way (with Eric Law).”

The workshop is described by the Diocese as being “an opportunity to engage everything from a
framework of theological significance to the nitty-gritty of living into being a welcoming and inviting
congregation.” Lunch will be provided.
If you are interested in helping Good Shepherd to grow its membership, you should go to the Diocesan
website and register today. There is no charge for the program. Just go the link below:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/generous-welcome-workshop-with-the-rev-cano...

The other way to help Good Shepherd is to serve as part of the hospitality team preparing for this event.
Please speak with either Father Lance or either of the wardens (Annie Bishop or Jill Daddis). Remember:
“evangelism” is just a fancy word for what first begins with a smile and an outstretched, welcoming hand.
From our friends at Immanuel Lutheran Church in the village of Webster:

The Social Ministry Committee of Immanuel Webster is hositing an open forum on Human Trafficking in the US. Discussion
based on PBS Independent lens program “A Path Appears.” Journalists Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn have exposed
widespread problems of abuse, sex trafficking and violence against women in Africa and Asia. Now they also bring their focus
home, shining a light on the ways American women are commonly hurt, deprived and exploited. Jeffrey Brown talks to them
about their new book and documentary series on PBS, “A Path Appears.” We will watch and discuss the program with
guidance from ELCA’s study guide. This is open for all to attend please feel free to invite friends and neighbors to be part of
this discussion and see where it may lead.
Please join us Tuesday June 14 at Immanuel Lutheran Chruch
131 W Main St Webster, NY
entrance in the back off of Daniel Drive.
TIme 6:30 to aprox 9PM
This is an important subject that needs to be discussed and perhaps time to change attitudes and perceptions. Be a part of this!
If possible RSVP to the church office at 872-5180 Thank you for considering this difficult discussion.
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Unsuspecting Rector Celebrated/Roasted on his 25th

By Dr. Charles B. Duke
On the afternoon of May 3, Father Lance was shocked to learn that a Men's Bible Study dinner, labeled as
John and Pam Russo's fantastic fish dinner, was in fact a celebration by the gathering of his 25 years of
service at Good Shepherd. The Men's Bible Study is typically a group of nine men (Horace Bowne,
Charlie Duke, Ed Kushall, Bob Markham, Court Packer, John Russo, Jerry Smart, Ken Van Nort and
Steve Vullo) who meet Tuesday afternoons at 4:00 for incredibly candid conversations about nearly
anything -- even Bible study. Father Lance chairs the group and preserves order when he attends, but the
group has been known to "go off the rails" in his absence, sometimes even in his presence.
Now everyone knows what a group of boys does to celebrate a much loved and respected member of their
group; they ROAST him. Moreover, in 25 years Father Lance has accumulated a generous supply of
roastable moments. After all, even Bishop McKelvey once introduced him as the only parish priest in
living memory who used an X-rated film as the basis for the program at the Lenten dinners. (Actually, it
was the mini-series, “The Pillars of the Earth,” about the building of a medieval cathedral which included
a little bit of sex and nudity, prime cable TV being what it is, but why let that interfere with a good line?)
John went AWOL at the prospect of a roast, however, being a good Roman Catholic boy who felt that
priests should not be subjected to such rough and ready treatment. He threatened not to cook the fish
unless we relented. So John became the after-dinner program.
In his after-dinner speech John likened Father Lance to the two other priests who had made equivalent
singular contributions to his life: His parish priest as a boy and an Army chaplain who had distinguished
himself in the field. Then, Pam Russo and Ann Duke introduced the dessert: a multilayer sheet cake
decorated with a picture of Lance when he first arrived at Good Shepherd. We received eyewitness
testimony that the original photograph was raffled off annually to admiring female parishioners at Good
Shepherd during the 1990s. Once the cake was cut, all those present got their own personal "piece of
Father Lance". Father Lance discretely indicated that he "could not remember" what prices the photo
fetched in its heyday.
A wonderful time was had by all, as you can see from the attached photos. The Good Shepherd
community is greatly blessed to have attracted and retained Father Lance for these 25 years.
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“Reflections on Commencement Speeches”
By Richard Reid

Recently, while at the Lakeside Diner with the usual Good Shepherd “Sunday Brunch Bunch,” I heard Audrey Phillips
say that entertainer Bob Hope was the commencement speaker at her son’s graduation from Baldwin Wallace College
(now University) in Berea, Ohio, about 37 years ago. She expected Hope to be funny – and he was – “for about five
minutes before he suddenly turned very serious and gave a moving talk that I’m sure all those students would never
forget,” she opined. That got me thinking: since June is graduation time, the topic of commencement speakers could be
a well-timed essay as part of our “First Person” series. Exercising my editorial prerogative, I decided to have a go at
it.

Reflecting on commencement speakers – let’s begin with the basic idea: a speech to the graduates of a high
school or college, often given by a prominent person who has achieved a certain level of success in his or her
chosen field. The speech generally attempts to put the students’ years of hard work and study into some
context. Sometimes it’s serious; other times it’s humorous; often it blends both approaches. Eighteen minutes
seems to be the recommended time these days. (Aren’t you glad Father Lance does sermons and not
commencement speeches every week?) When it comes to speeches, length does, indeed, matter. After hearing
Abraham Lincoln’s short discourse of 262 words at Gettysburg in 1863, the principal speaker that day, former
Secretary of State Edward Everett who had spoken for two hours on the events of the three-day battle there,
and comparing that conflict to other famous ones in world history, felt compelled to write the President a note
of admiration. “I should be glad,” the then-most famous orator in America penned, “if I could flatter myself
that I came as near to the central idea of the occasion, in two hours, as you did in two minutes.” In other
words, while short speeches are not always the best, the best speeches are always short. Or, if you promise
not to alert the “politically-correct police,” the best speech should be like a woman’s skirt: long enough to
cover the subject, but short enough to be interesting.
Perhaps now is a good time to share my memories of the commencement addresses given at my
undergraduate graduation from Queens College in NYC, held on its athletic fields on June 5, 1972. Yes, there
were not one but two commencement speakers that day: short story writer Grace Paley, a long-time faculty
member at St. Lawrence College, and feminist Gloria Steinem who was then-editor of Ms., a different kind of
magazine for women which had just started publishing. As an English literature major with a liberal leaning, I
had been initially delighted at the selection of the speakers. As the ceremony progressed, however, a
blistering sun in a cloudless sky quickly bleached out any immediate enthusiasm for their speeches. Both
speakers surely had offered some typically encouraging words to the graduates but if so, I can’t recall what
they were. That day, what stayed with me most was that the two women devoted most of their time to
sharpening their political axes on the 3,500 graduates and their assorted guests and faculty. Paley, who had
famously returned three years earlier from Vietnam with three American P.O.W.s, shared her recollections of
having seen thousands of craters there carved from American bombs. She must have used the word,
“insanity”, at least two dozen times. My thought: like those bomb craters, it was overkill. After what had to
be at least 25 minutes, she was interrupted by clapping, the sort that said, enough already; be done with it.
While there were clearly those in the crowd who disagreed with her politics – the Vietnam War era was
achingly divisive -- I think for many, including yours truly, we had enough simply because we were all
broiling by then and wished to avoid ending up well done.
Continued…
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“Reflections on Commencement Speeches”
By Richard Reid

(Continued from page 12)

Maddeningly, at that point, we were only half done. Ms. Steinem talked about the plight of the poor, women
and blacks, spending a chunk of her time on the recent trial of Angela Davis, a college professor and political
activist who had been prosecuted for conspiracy in an armed escape from a courtroom in which four persons
had been killed. Steinem argued that the charges brought against Davis were “a travesty of justice,” and
applauded her acquittal. Although she had promised to be short, acknowledging that she was under the shade
of a canopy and we were not, the crowd soon grew intolerant of the burgeoning length of her talk, demanding
that she, too, end it. After stressing that if the situation is to change, then our generation had to rise up and
demand justice, she abruptly complied, earning the best applause of the day. Someone had a good idea about
conferring the degrees: rather than spending at least another hour to have us all trudge up to the podium,
instead, have the four academic class leaders represent us. As it turned out, they were all women which
amusingly undercut the first half of Ms. Steinem’s comment that “women were just as intelligent as men, yet
they never get comparable jobs or salaries.” No, I chuckled to myself, if anything, they are more intelligent, and
her point was doubly made. The whole ceremony took about an hour and 45 minutes – and the only reason I
have been able to provide all this detail is because I remembered I had written down my impressions of the day
– and actually found them to review for this essay!
Having now heard about two less-than-stellar addresses, it’s time to discuss the better ones. Time magazine in
its April 9, 2013 issue published a list of the “Top Ten Commencement Speeches”. Spanning the years from
1941 to 2008, the list includes political figures (Winston Churchill), business people (Steve Jobs), writers
(Barbara Kingsolver) and entertainers (Conan O’Brien). The publication didn’t elaborate on its selection
process, instead just commenting that the graduation guidance offered was the “last lesson students get before
entering the real world.” Here is the link to that article:
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/completelist/0,29569,18986
Even better – each of the ten speeches is hot linked so you can get a real earful. An even more impressive
collection of commencement addresses has been assembled by the website, Humanity.org.
(http://www.humanity.org/voices/commencements) with over 40 prime examples.
For this article, I had hoped to share recollections from a few parishioners about a memorable commencement
speech they had heard at some point in their lives. Unfortunately, of the 20 or so people I had e-mailed, hoping
for a few usable anecdotes, only one, Father Lance, got back to me with something. He sent me a link to a
YouTube 2015 commencement address by Lou Holtz, a football coach who served at six major American
colleges and universities in his long career. The speech, given at Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio,
was absolutely wonderful – a deft blending of gently funny humor and some of the things he learned in 78
years of living, essentially a compendium of Christian teachings and folk wisdom worth remembering. I attach
the link for the interested and the curious -- https://www.youtube.com/embed/M3LOo_Ccyws
Commencement speeches are like Forrest Gump’s box of chocolates: you never know what you’re doing to get.
I hope those you have experienced over the years have given you something memorable in a positive way to
take away. And if not, just remember this: no matter how awful the commencement speech was, no college has
– or ever will -- refund even a small portion of your tuition because of it!

Page 14

June 2016
ANNOUNCING A GOOD
SHEPHERD SUMMER
PROGRAM

By Richard Reid

Television networks, both in the past and today, often will fill the time slot of a popular TV show with a new
series just for the summer until that awaited show returns for a new season in the fall. This summer, Good
Shepherd is experimenting by doing a variation on this idea. While the popular Tuesday morning Adult Forum
takes a break for the summer after its final program for the season on June 14, a series of ten “Classic
Hollywood Movies” will begin, offering a mix of genres: musicals, comedies, dramas, a western, and a thriller.
The planned films, all released during Hollywood’s Golden Age (the late 1920s through the early 1960s),
represent some of the best movies ever made and are rarely shown on television today (unless you get the
invaluable cable channel, Turner Classic Movies). While older adults may best enjoy them, it is hoped that
younger adults on vacation and especially inquisitive teens will use this chance to discover a much different
world of film viewing than what thy usually find at their local movie theaters. Bonus: FREE POPCORN!

The 2016 Summer Film Series
(All on Tuesdays, all starting at 10am in the Good Shepherd Library)
June 21 – “The Pajama Game” (1957) color 101 mins – the Broadway hit about a labor dispute
won Broadway’s Tony Award as Best Musical of 1954. Starring Doris Day & John Raitt.
June 28 – “Father of the Bride” (1950) b/w 92 mins – a gentle comedy about how a simple
wedding can get very complicated. Starring Spencer Tracy & Elizabeth Taylor.
July 12 – “Casablanca” (1942) b/w 102 mins – WWII drama; ranked #3 on the American
Film Institute’s 2007 list of top movies. Starring Humphrey Bogart & Ingrid Bergman.
July 19 – “The Glenn Miller Story” (1953) color 112 mins – biography of the popular swing
music bandleader with many of his top hits. Starring James Stewart & June Allyson.
July 26 – “The Night of the Hunter” (1955) b/w 92 mins – a bogus preacher will stop at nothing
to find stolen money in this suspense thriller. Starring Robert Mitchum & Shelley Winters.
Aug. 9 – “The Bank Dick” (1940) b/w 72 mins – The one and only W.C. Fields stars in one of
his best comedies. Bonus: Laurel & Hardy’s 1932 comedy short: “The Music Box”
Aug. 16 – “Stagecoach” (1939) b/w 96 mins – Director John Ford finally got the western movie
some critical respect (and made John Wayne a star) in this genre-defining film.
Aug. 23 – “The Lady Eve,” (1941) b/w 94 mins – Barbara Stanwyck and Henry Fonda deliver
top-notch performances in writer/director Preston Sturges’ hilarious romantic comedy.
Aug. 30 – “Courage of Lassie” (1946) color 93 mins – An intrepid collie is separated from his
teenage owner (Elizabeth Taylor) and helps to fight WWII in the K-9 Corps.
Sept. 6 – “Funny Face” (1957) color 103 mins – Wonderful songs by Ira & George Gershwin,
set in the high fashion world of Paris. Starring Fred Astaire and Audrey Hepburn.
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To our whole Good Shepherd Family

Have a blessed summer!
So now we wrap up another “season” of the Good Shepherd Newsletter with prayers for a blessed,
refreshing, and peaceful summer! Remember that The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd never goes
on vacation: everyone is always welcome here!...(to quote the old Motel 6 commercial, “We’ll leave the
light on for you!”). Check your Updates and emails for the summer schedule. In the busy weeks ahead,
please remember that you are never far from your church home: through our Facebook page, our website
(which includes recorded sermons, and Lance’s daily tweets. And always remember, you are God’s beloved.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you!

Notecards

St. Andrew’s Chapel
Winter Scene (A)

Winter Scene (B)

Interior (A)

N

ote cards of St. Andrew’s Chapel are available for
$1.00 each. There are now FIVE available, two
interior images and three exterior scenes. Cards can be
ordered through Martha Conte, 315-524-5310 or Carolyn
Pfrommer, 315-524-9281.
Envelopes are included.
Proceeds will benefit the Chapel Fund.
Interior (B)

Summer Scene

Windows
set of seven

In addition, Mugs and Note Cards
of the individual stained glass
windows can be ordered at a cost
of $10.00 for each mug and each
set of (7) 5x7 cards.

ctua
Sanpanoramary

All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
church. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows and person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any of
the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of $15.00 these items. Thank you.

each.

~ Maureen & Peter Marr
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Betty Van Volkenburg
Talor Marren
Keisha Stokes
Kelly Chacchia
Michael Zurell
Sarah Zurell
Leah Nelson
Caryl Sweeney
Marjorie Matzky
Gene Nitschke
Jane Chamberlain
William Semmler
Gerald Smart
Landon Bryant
Beth Dinan
Mary Lou Mason
Gena Brennick
June Gudgel Nash
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06/01
06/01
06/01
06/02
06/04
06/04
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/06
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/08
06/08
06/09
06/11
06/13

Sarah Edwards
John Murray
David Wille
Lily Brennick
Sue Pearson
Matthew Darrer
Heather Sampson
Jeremy Caulkins
Lisa Peets
Nancy LeFevre
Abigail Costello
Nancy Whitman
Charles Mackay
Judith Meyer
Richard Robinson

07/01
07/03
07/03
07/03
07/03
07/04
07/05
07/07
07/09
07/11
07/11
07/12
07/13
07/14
07/16

Paul Markham
Allison Bohannon
Roch Whitman
Thomas Curtin
Liam Wheatley
Abigail LaBarge
Glen Moorhouse
Ben Robinson
Katherine Edwards
Alexandra Barbato
Doreen Montgomry
Walter Von Kaenel
Ashtyn Bishop
Janet Maier
Jean Carlino
Dana Seitzinger
Colin Bryant

08/01
08/01
08/03
08/04
08/04
08/04
08/04
08/06
08/07
08/07
08/08
08/08
08/08
08/09
08/12
08/14
08/15

J
U
N
E
J
U
L
Y
A
U
G
U
S
T

Gerard Pilecki
Kristine Murray
Nathan Martin
Vincent Sivak
Mary Ann Lagergren
Pauline Luther
Karyn Robbins
Judi Giovinazzo
Jeffrey Arnold
Kinley Dimartino
Allan Cotsonas
Steve Robb
Art Mason
Craig Dennison
Maureen Marr
Kaitlyn Petrotta
Kristin Ensign
Helen Yorkey
Cassidy Bishop

Judy Burkardt
Donna Granger
Neil Giudice
James Mussgnug
William Munch
Karissa White
Joseph Bishop
Diana Taylor
Sarah Dennison
Christopher Marren
Kenneth Van Nort
Jamie Bishop

Troy Geloso
Katilynn White
Justin Chacchia
Hannah Sabin
Lynn Helmer
Ann Blum
Michael Edwards
Deborah McLean
Gordon Semmler
Megan Gentile
Richard Reid
Lucas Geloso
Garrick Centola
Sarah Dennison
Brandi Bishop
Richard Switzer
Nancy Caulkins
Tony Swann
Joyce Bowne

06/15
06/18
06/18
06/19
06/20
06/20
06/21
06/23
06/23
06/23
06/24
06/24
06/25
06/25
06/26
06/26
06/27
06/29
06/29

07/16
07/17
07/19
07/20
07/20
07/21
07/25
07/26
07/27
07/28
07/29
07/30

08/16
08/17
08/18
08/18
08/20
08/20
08/20
08/21
08/22
08/23
08/23
08/25
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/27
08/28
08/30
08/30

Chicken BBQ
Friday, June 10th
Think about
helping out
AND picking up
some great food!

Don’t forget to make a nametag
every Sunday
and welcome visitors and
newcomers!

Strawberry
Shortcake Coffee
Hour Sunday, June
12th following the
10:15 am service!

Episcopal Night at
Frontier Field July
15th! Red Wings
baseball AND a
free RPO concert!
Check Update
soon!

Good Shepherd
Day
At Seabreeze
Is August 21st!
$11 for first 100
tickets sold, then
$19.99. Hots and
burgers
provided—bring a
dish to pass.
Lunch at 3:00.
Grove reserved
until 8:00!

