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Dear Friends in Christ:
September brings back our regular schedule of activities and another edition of our wonderful
newsletter. Many thanks to Laura and Richard for their exceptional efforts in producing this
publication. A few days ago I passed a significant milestone with you all and in a couple of
weeks I will enter a new decade. A dear friend passed on a lovely email from an unknown
author listing the things that they had learned as they grew older. It was filled with wisdom and I
wanted to share just a few items with everyone. These are things I have learned as well, in
addition to things I am currently learning, and wisdom I hope to attain someday. Enjoy.
Things that I have learned:
 That being kind is more important than being right.
 That I can always pray for someone when I don’t have the strength to
help in any other way.
 That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to
understand.
 That love, not time, heals all wounds.
 That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
 That it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
 That just one person saying to me, ‘You’ve made my day’ makes my day.
 That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
 That everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness
occurs while you’re climbing it.
Never stop
learning
Because life never stops
teaching
Welcome back
to a new season
of learning
and growing
in Christ
at Good Shepherd

Faithfully,
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Summer is a wonderful thing, but there’s
nothing like the excitement and joy we feel
when we gather again for regular services in
the fall. Catching up with old friends and
meeting new ones! Marveling at how much
the little kids have grown! Best of all?
Exploring all the wonderful gifts that Good
Shepherd offers to all of us—not just through
worship, but music, outreach, education,
stewardship, fellowship, and beyond!
Check out this edition of News From the
Good Shepherd for all sorts of new (and
returning) inspirational ways to learn and
grow in Christ together!
Upcoming Events (Check your Weekly Update for details)
CHURCH PICNIC: September 11th, following the 10:15
Eucharist.
BRUCE MASON GOLF TOURNAMENT: Saturday,
September 17th at Ontario Country Club
GENESEE RIVERBOAT TRIP on the Harbortown Belle
October 22th.
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“Hallelujah!
Sing to the Lord a new song;
Sing His praise in the congregation of the faithful.”
Psalm 149:1

There are five choirs at Good Shepherd, which offer many opportunities to praise our Lord in song, both with singing or
playing an instrument.
Welcome back to all our current members! If you are not a member, we hope you consider joining us. We would love to
have your participation with us in a choir! If you are interested in joining any of the following groups or contributing in
another way to the music at Good Shepherd, please contact me at 872-2281.
JUNIOR CHOIR (1st/2nd – 5th grade)
Rehearsals are Sunday mornings from 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. The choir sings once a month for Family Sundays
and also for special liturgies such as Christmas Eve and Easter. First rehearsal: Sunday, September 18.
TEEN CHOIR (6th – 12th grade)
Rehearsals are Sundays after church from 12:00 – 12:45 pm. (except on Family Sundays.) The choir sings for
Family Sundays and special liturgies (Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, Easter) First rehearsal: Sunday,
September 18.
ADULT CHOIR
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. The choir leads
worship every Sunday except Family Sundays. Special liturgies and events
include Christmas Eve and Easter Vigil, an Ecumenical Choir Festival and the
Boar’s Head Feast (every other year). The choir also sings for funerals and on occasion for weddings. First
rehearsal: Wednesday, September 14.
CHIME CHOIR (senior high and adults, experience in counting music is important)
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:15. The choir plays once
a month and for special liturgies and events. First rehearsal: Wednesday,
September 14.
BRASS ENSEMBLE (high school and adults)
The Brass Ensemble plays for festive liturgies and special events.
Rehearsals: TBA
INSTRUMENTALISTS (all ages)
Individuals who wish to share their talents by playing preludes, postludes or
other sacred music selections during worship. Individuals may also wish
to assist the choirs by playing the instrumental parts to the anthems. We use
instruments of all kinds: trumpets, flutes, guitars, marimba, banjo, even ukulele!
DANCERS
Yes! We can even use dancers in worship. In the past, dancers have shared their
talents during the Christmas Pageant and also Teen Concert. We can use your
talents as a dancer to worship our Lord! Just let me know that you are interested.
If you are interested in any of the above groups or are an instrumentalist or dancer wishing to contribute your talents,
please contact me at 872- 2281.
“Sing to the Lord and bless His Name;
Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day”
Psalm 96:2
?
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Hear
Ye
Hear
Ye

Tuesdays, 10:00 am
Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey

LIBRARY NEWS

of faith and grant that those who teach and those
who learn may find you to be the source of all truth;

Your church library is open whenever the
church is open.

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
September 6 Classic Movie: “Funny Face” (1957) musical
starring Fred Astaire & Audrey Hepburn
Presented by Richard Reid

The library has acquired two Max Lucado books
and a small book entitled, Illustrated Guide to
World Religions. They are all worth reading. For
just plain pleasure, the book, A Good Yarn by
Debbie Macomber is a good choice. It tells how
knitting can have a good effect on your entire life.

September 13 “Devotional Classics”
Discussion led by Ken Van Nort
September 20 “The Theology of Thomas Jefferson”
Discussion led by Ed Kushall
September 27

October 4

Hope everyone had a good summer (which should
have included reading a few good books).

“Muslims”
Discussion led by Marlene Allen

Keep checking out the library to see what treasures
you might find.

“Sister Wendy”
DVD – Presented by Barbara Fornalik

Happy reading . . . Marilyn Nuffer.

Good Shepherd Stitchers and Book Club 2016 - 2017
By Janet Maier
The Good Shepherd Stitchers meet every Thursday morning in the Good Shepherd Library between 9:30 and
12:00pm. The Good Shepherd Book Club meets there one Thursday of the month. Check this schedule below or the
Sunday Bulletin for the exact date. We have a formal discussion of the book between 10:00 and 11:00am, but we
have been known to carry over the conversation to our next Stitchers meeting. Most of these books are available at
your local library. If another branch has it, for 50 cents you can have it sent to your local library.
On September 22nd, we will discuss, Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. The novel is about a 10-year-old boy with jarring
facial anomalies who goes to public school for the first time after being homeschooled all his life. The book, a #1
NY Times bestseller, is being adapted into a movie due out next year starring Julia Roberts and Jacob Tremblay as
the boy. He had been nominated for Best Supporting Actor for the 2015 movie, “Room.”
Upcoming book titles (through February) are:
October 27th

What Alice Forgot, by Liane Moriarty

November 17th

Autobiography of Santa Claus, by Jeff Guinn

December

Christmas Break – No Book Club

January 19

th

February 23rd

Stitchers

The Language of Flowers, by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
Her Royal Spyness, by Rhys Bowen

Questions can be directed to Janet Maier, 738-2280 or jhmaier@rochester.rr.com.

A
N
D
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Reach up. Reach in. Reach out.
Good Shepherd Church Serving Others

Outreach
By Yvonne Arnold

What a summer it has been! Since early July, I have mowed our front lawn only once! On the other hand, I
have watered the gardens in our yard non-stop for weeks. That is the balance of nature...sometimes it is hot,
other times cold, but together we embrace what we are given and say, “Thanks be to God! Amen!”
As we come together this month to resume a more active church schedule, I will bring you up to date on the
Outreach activities this summer. In June, the committee voted to disburse $1,100 in donations to the
following organizations:
 Cameron Community Ministries - $100.00
 Come-Unity Center, Williamson - $100.00
 Judicial Process Commission - $100.00
 Immanuel Lutheran Church, Webster, Backpack Ministry - $100.00
 Rural and Migrant Ministry - $100.00
 Sheen Housing - $100.00
 Adopt A Classroom, School #9 - $100.00
 Foodlink - $200.00
 Sojourner House - $200.00
We have received a few written thank you notes from the above organizations. They are posted on the “Dear
Good Shepherd, Thank You” bulletin board in the narthex. These notes are expressions of gratitude to you
for your generosity and sharing of God's gifts.
With one more chicken BBQ left (9/9/16), this season has proved to be very successful. Through careful
management by Richard Reid and the blessing of many helping hands, each BBQ has been sold out. In
addition, on the suggestion of Marj Matsky, a BBQ flag sign was purchased for use during each sale. I
believe it is the perfect addition to the wonderful advertising already in place. Thank you to each of you that
gives your time on Friday afternoons to help box and sell these and to those that buy the dinners!
Looking ahead, your Outreach committee has already set the date for the Night of the Heart fundraiser in
2017. Saturday, March 18, 2017 is the projected date. More details to follow in the months ahead on this fun
evening of fellowship, music and fundraising.
Currently, the state of Louisiana is living through a flooding disaster that has displaced 30,0000 people from
their homes. Episcopal Relief and Development is asking for donations to help support the Gulf coast. Your
Outreach committee will be making a donation directly to ERD. If you are interested, here is the direct link to
their
website:
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/us-disasterfundpage/?ID=160817DEAGC01D0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2016gulf_coast&utm_source=1
60817DEAGC01D0
The blessings of the Good Shepherd community are boundless! As a community and family, we uphold each
other in our joys, challenges and sorrows. Let us continue to support each other and reach out to those that
are in need of God's love and mercy. Amen.

??

Sunday School
By Sally Robb
I hope you all had a wonderful summer! The first day of Sunday School will be Sunday,
Sept. 18th. Family Sunday will be Sunday, Sept. 25th instead of October 2nd. ALL Sunday
School kids are needed to sing a special song on Sunday, Sept. 25th. Practice for the song
will be on Sunday, Sept. 18th at 10:00am in the Sunday School classrooms, and Sunday,
Sept. 25th at 9:20am in the sanctuary. Please be on time!
Starting October 2nd, Sunday School will start at 10:00am with Jack Brennick and his
guitar! Looking forward to seeing everyone back for a great Sunday School year. Sunday
School substitute teachers are needed throughout the year. If you can donate a little bit of
your time, please call Sally Robb at 585-704-7062.

The Vacation Bible School day on August 18th was a great success. Thank you to all who
helped in preparation and in participation. In addition, thanks to the Outreach Committee for
their donation of $100.00 for the pillow cases that the kids decorated. They will be going to
shut-ins, our church members in the military and an orphanage in Costa Rica.
Please enjoy these beautiful photos that showcase all the fun we had that day!
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GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH GROUP
Four members of Good Shepherd’s youth group began their summer at Creation Week Camp at
Camp Koinonia in Middlesex, NY. Payton Yelle, Talor Marren, and Seamus and Isabelle O’Neil were all
first-time campers this year and all four of them had a wonderful time. Each morning and afternoon
campers engaged in their major of choice. Payton and Talor were music majors and Seamus and Isabelle
were Improv majors. Each group did activities, skits, and songs and all of the activities focused on
creativity and thinking outside the box. Campers also had a chance to swim, have plenty of free time, and
experience campfire every night. Creation Week Camp is staffed by many former campers who return
every year to help this generation of campers have a great week. Keisha Stokes is also a member of the
Creation Camp staff. Be sure to ask Payton, Talor, Seamus, and Isabelle about their experiences! They
would love to share!
Good Shepherd’s Youth Group is for 6th-12th graders. We are always looking for new members! Come
join us!

Upcoming Youth Group Events!







Sunday, September 18- Teen Choir and Youth Group Kick-off: Keisha will be popping into Teen
Choir with important Youth Group information.
Sunday, October 23- Annual trip to the Corn Maze: We are going to Long Acre Farms again this
year and three other church youth groups are coming with us! We will go to the maze and then
return to Good Shepherd for a pizza party!
Friday, November 4-Saturday, November 5- Diocesan Convention Youth Overnight: See Keisha
if you are interested in spending the night in Geneva, singing at the Diocesan Eucharist on
Saturday morning and having lunch with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.
Sunday, December 18- Caroling

What else do you want to do this year?
---Keisha Stokes

SEEN AT (OR NEAR)
GOOD SHEPHERD THIS
SUMMER

On July 28th, the Stitchers & Book Club had the pleasure of having
parishioner Deb Anderson as a guest speaker. Deb shared a
presentation, History of Disabilities, which she prepared for her
work as a trainer at the NYS Office for People with Developmental
Disabilities.

John, Nancy, and Mike discussing important things
on Good Shepherd’s Seabreeze Day.

2016 Creation Week Camp’s choir visits Good
Shepherd to share a wonderful song with the
congregation.

On June 11th, Canon Stephanie Sellers was at Good Shepherd
to present a diocesan program, “The Generous Welcome
Workshop.” It was well-attended by about 100 people from
over 20 parishes.

Whenever the Good Shepherd family gathers together, you know there’s going to be a feast.
Seabreeze Day, August 21st.
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DIOCESAN READING PROGRAM
BOOK 3:
Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim Crow (2012)
By Richard Reid

“We are family because of our brother Christ who helps us overcome and reconcile various forms of alienation.
Alienation is another way of saying "sin”. . . . Racism is sinful because it makes us behave like we are not family. It
reduces the sense of self of some, while heightening suspicion all around. It erodes the fundamental assumptions of
family: trust and equal value. The worst impact of racism is its capacity to self-perpetuate a lie-- that ‘I am of less value
than you.’ Sociologists refer to this as the internalization of racism. . . . We overcome racism by acknowledging it when
we see it, and by paying attention to it within us, our communities, and our systems. We must do this holy work if we
are to be Church, the body of Christ.” – The Rt. Rev. Prince Singh, Bishop of Rochester
On three Monday evenings this fall (September 19 and 26 and October 3), Good Shepherd will tackle the third
book in the Diocesan Reading Program series as part of Bishop Singh’s year-long pilgrimage, “Seeing the
Face of God in Each Other.” This book is, The New Jim Crow; Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness, by Michelle Alexander. Although published four years ago, it couldn’t be more relevant for
Americans right now. Written by a legal scholar and civil rights lawyer, the book addresses one aspect of
institutional racism: the application of criminal justice laws (whether intentional or not) to create a racial caste
system based on the perfectly legal practice of discrimination against convicted felons in matters of hiring,
housing, voting, denial of public benefits such as food stamps, and exclusion from jury service. The threeweek program, covering two of the book’s six chapters each meeting, will be conducted by Fr. Lance
Robbins, Marlene Allen, and Richard Reid.
Held in the Parish Hall, participants are invited to bring a dish to pass (enough to feed five or six people) and
arrive at 6pm. At 7pm, discussion of the book will take place and last for about an hour. The book is available
in paperback from local bookstores or may be ordered online (often at a discount, especially if a used copy is
purchased or an E-book format is used) through vendors such as Amazon or Barnes & Noble. Anyone would
who wishes to participate but finds the book’s cost prohibitive should speak privately with Fr. Lance. Please
join us for three stimulating evenings of insight and sharing.

“To my Good Shepherd family, I just want to thank everyone for all
the cards, phone calls and e-mails and prayers you sent me during
my recovery from a stroke I had in June. It really means a lot at
such a time.” Shirley K. Lockwood-Kushall

A CONVERSATION WITH FR. LANCE
By Richard Reid

“I’m just an old country preacher.” How often have we heard Fr. Lance Robbins, who is celebrating his
25th anniversary as Rector with us this month, say these words? Did you know by that he claims he only
means he can see fields from his office window? Suspecting there’s a lot more to our Rector than is
apparent your Editor had sought to interview him for the Newsletter for several years. Finally, a sit-down
with him was arranged on July 28th and 30th for an in-depth conversation about his “faith journey”,
similar to the interviews published here (available on the Newsletter tab of the Good Shepherd website)
with retired Bishop Jack McKelvey (June 2013) and current Bishop Prince Singh (June 2015).

Wrigley Field, built in 1914, the second-oldest ballpark in the majors, has been the site of some
near-mythic events, including the nine inning no-hitter duel between the Cubs’ Jim Vaughn and
the Reds’ Fred Toney on May 2, 1917 – the Reds won in the 10th after Jim Thorpe (yes, the
controversial Olympic figure) drove in the winning run; and Babe Ruth’s “called shot” in the
third game of the 1932 World Series when he is said to have pointed to a spot in the outfield
where he would hit a home run (and proceeded to do just that). To this list we can now add the
birth of our own Fr. Lance. (Okay, technically, it was only “near”, not at Wrigley Field on
September 12, 1956. It wasn’t even close enough to say “in the shadow of”, but your Editor has
been eager to use a baseball story to introduce an article for a while now and so chooses to
exercise his editorial prerogative while, of course, asking for your kind indulgence.)
Like the excellent storyteller he is, Fr. Lance began the chronicle of his “faith journey” by
starting with his ancestors, specifically, about his maternal grandparents early in the 20th century.
They first met when she, a Roman Catholic, was 13 and he, a Methodist, was 30. Just before they
were married in the Methodist faith three years later, her strict Catholic priest had told her that
God would severely punish her for marrying outside her faith. When her firstborn, a son, died
three days after his birth, she believed God had given His judgment and did not attend a church
service again for a great many years until Lance’s ordination which she attended, seeing it as a
sign God had forgiven her. Lance’s mother was born two years after that child’s death but
anyone believing such “punishment” extends to the next generation might claim to see the divine
hand in what happened three weeks after Lance’s birth: his father suddenly abandoned the family
forever. While his mother lived in Buffalo, Lance was raised by his grandparents in Kane, a
small town in Pennsylvania, and visited by his mother every other weekend. Until recently,
Lance always believed he was an only child – until his half-sister found him using the Internet;
Lance’s father had abandoned her family, too. They first met six years ago and she and her
daughter have been in close contact ever since.
Life in Kane was good for young Lance. His grandfather was a retired police officer, his home
serving as the local jail when on rare occasion someone was arrested, usually a drunk sleeping if
off whom Lance would pass by on his way to the kitchen next morning. Lance visited his great
aunt (his grandfather’s sister) almost every day. Never married, she spurned TV in favor of
books, constantly reading him stories using a host of different voices. “She instilled in me a love
for the spoken word which she ably presented to me in all its diverse glory,” he says.
Lance’s mother became an Episcopalian after high school so her son grew up at St. John’s, a
small congregation of about 40 people where he found many father figures, especially the two
clergy who separately served at the church. “It was there when I first felt God’s loving embrace,”
Lance states. The church did not have a Sunday School because there were no children in need
of one, until Lance appeared. It was elderly Mrs. Stiver who took it upon herself to meet with

Lance before service every Sunday to see he learned his Bible stories and the rudiments of his
faith. “It meant a lot to me to realize I mattered enough to someone for her to do that,” Lance
recalls. He was about 11 when he was confirmed and at age 13, once during that summer, Lance
led the church in Morning Prayer, thinking to himself at the time that “it was the most natural
thing in the world to be doing.” Not that this was the first glimmer of his future life for he says,
without pretension, that from his earliest memories, he felt he had “a call” to the life of ministry.
Upon his mother’s remarriage, Lance found himself in Wheeling, West Virginia where his
stepfather worked as a Comptroller for the local Allied Chemical plant. That connection got
Lance his summer job during his high school years during which he earned the money needed for
his college tuition. This period, he confides, also handed him a detour on his faith journey as he
spent less time at the Episcopal church and more time in sports with his friends (who attended
the Roman Catholic church and had Lance join them now and then).
Nestled between Erie and Pittsburgh, Thiel College in the town of Greenville, Pennsylvania, is a
private liberal arts, sciences and professional studies college, affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. It was here that Lance came in 1974, largely because the two
priests he had known at St. John’s had graduated from Thiel. By 1978, he had earned two B.A.
degrees, in Religion and in Sociology. He deems it “almost miraculous” that he made it through
the required Statistics course. His favorite course and teacher was the one about the Gospels
taught by Prof. George Reece who became one of Lance’s mentors. “He really brought the
Gospels alive for me and I was thrilled when he attended the liturgy one Sunday shortly after I
came to Good Shepherd.”
In his freshman year, Lance recalled what proved to be a lucky break when he took Theatre Arts
as an elective. He envisioned only having to attend some shows and write some reports. Instead,
he found himself a stage performer which taught him how to project his voice, “a most valuable
skill for any preacher,” he observes. Lance did not have much time for sports, social activities, or
even volunteer work since he was constantly working to pay the college bills. “The reason I
didn’t have to worry about student loans when I graduated was simple: I could never qualify for
any loans.”
Taking a year off before Seminary, Lance found himself in Cleveland working as a small claims
insurance adjuster, trying to settle slip and fall cases before they got to court. “If anything, we
probably overpaid too many claimants,” he notes, adding that some claims were clearly bogus
ones intending to defraud the company. Still, the insurance company survived his stint there. He
managed to save a small sum ($500) so that after renting a U-Haul to transport himself and his
meager possessions to the Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in Chicago, he found himself
thinking, “Lance, what have you done? How will you pay for this?” (This Episcopal seminary
was created in 1933 by the merger of Minnesota’s Seabury Divinity School (founded 1858) and
Chicago’s Western Theological Seminary (founded 1883). The seminary has since federated
with Bexley Hall in Columbus, Ohio in 2013). Somehow, between Lance’s efforts and heaven’s
grace, Lance found the money and he graduated after three years in 1982 with a Master of
Divinity degree, He was ordained a deacon at age 26 on June 5, 1982 and a priest later that year
on December 18th in the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania.
His first official position found him serving as Vicar to two small mission churches: St.
Augustine of Canterbury in Edinboro, PA, and at St. Peter’s Episcopal in Waterford, PA. Twelve
miles apart, Fr. Lance spent a lot of time traveling over the course of a bit more than three years.
“The Waterford Church had mostly farmers and retirees. St. Augustine’s had a lot of faculty

members from the nearby college. Seminary doesn’t prepare you too well for the nitty gritty of
parish work. I probably made every mistake a young priest could make at those two churches. I
remember thinking after I gave my first homily that first Sunday at the churches that it would be
impossible for any human being to continue to do this week after week. Somehow, I’ve been
managing all these years despite still basically feeling the same way.” His bishop, he recalled,
gave him the keys to the churches but little support. Not that they didn’t have regular contact of
sorts. “My bishop liked to play golf and expected me to be a frequent partner when he did, that’s
really how I first learned the game.” The cursillo spiritual movement was big in the area so he
did a lot of work with people involved in it. “I also took up beekeeping while I was there,
maintaining two active hives. I had been first introduced to bees during the summer before I
started my senior year in seminary I spent time at an Episcopal monastery which followed the
Benedictine Rule. The monks tried to recruit me and I saw the appeal but it wasn’t strong enough
to keep me from parish life. Maybe it was because I had been stung too many times, but I never
felt like continuing the hobby after I left Pennsylvania.”
In March 1986, Fr. Lance answered a request by the Diocese of Missouri to be a chaplain at the
University of Missouri at Columbia, and be an assistant to the rector of Calvary Episcopal
Church. “It was a wonderful time for me there,” he declares. “I met my first wife, Marrlee, who
worked at the college in Pennsylvania. Our daughter, Annie, was born there in 1990. The night
she was born, in the adjacent room, a daughter was born to the wife of Rev. Steve Miller who
had become a good friend by then. He went on to become the Bishop of Milwaukee in 2003 and
we still keep in touch.
“I suppose you want to know how I came to Webster. Some in the parish probably know all this,
but here’s the condensed version for the record. Marrlee was originally from Webster, NY. Her
sister, Nan, was getting married to Roch Whitman (both current parishioners, as is her Dad, Lee
Burgess) so on St. Patrick’s Day, 1991, at Christ Church in Rochester, I performed the
ceremony. At the reception, I met Good Shepherd parishioner Barbara Howe who said I had
impressed her with the homily and ceremony. Would I, she hoped, consent to having my name
added for consideration as rector at Good Shepherd since they were searching? I had been happy
in the Midwest but never dreaming anything would come of it, I said, yes. Bob Markham and
others flew out to interview me in Columbia, returning at the time of that huge ice storm, with a
strong recommendation to hire me. I started at Good Shepherd on August 15, 1991.”
Over the last 25 years, Fr. Lance has touched thousands of lives, both at Good Shepherd and in
the Diocese of Rochester where he has served in such positions as a member of the Diocesan
Council (which functions for the diocese like a vestry does at a church), on the Committee on
Ministry (helping people to discern a calling to ministry, which included several members of our
parish, Julie Cicorra, Jay Burkhardt, and Barbara Fornalik, among them), groups for
Stewardship, Congregational Development, and Anti-Racism efforts. More recently he serves as
the Diocese’s Intake Officer, charged with investigating complaints against clergy. Although not
a Diocesan program, Fr. Lance has been involved with the Education for Ministry program for
about 20 years now in which about 60 parishioners have participated. “EFM keeps me current on
the latest trends in religious thought. For me, all those Bible stories never get old, just more
insightful.”
In 1999, Marrlee and Fr. Lance split up. To this day he remains close with the Whitman and
Burgess families. “They are still family to me. I am very blessed by this.” Sharing dual custody
of their daughter, Annie spent weekdays with her mother and weekends with her father. Those
years were challenging for him in ways familiar to all single parents. Today, Annie is a recent

graduate of Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina with a degree in law and
has just taken her NYS board exams. On July 9, 2011, Fr. Lance remarried – to Dr. Karyn
Pfluger, Good Shepherd’s Director of Music, whose presence predates Fr. Lance by a few years.
“Karyn was pursuing her doctorate at the Eastman School when I arrived. I leave everything
about music to Karyn, that’s her thing. I don’t believe I’ve ever picked out a single hymn for a
service without Karyn’s input. We’ work well together as a team.”
Asked about any favorite, funny anecdotes about life at Good Shepherd over the years, Fr. Lance
thought a bit, no doubt discarding stories that might prove too embarrassing for parishioners still
in attendance, and, ever the diplomat, passed on offering any. As for any big accomplishments he
is most proud of in this quarter-century he has spent among us, Fr. Lance says there are none.
What about building the new sanctuary, your interviewer reminds him. “We did that all
together,” is his simple reply. “I imagine the only thing I can rightly claim is that I have touched
a few lives in such a way as to bring them closer to God’s love. And I helped some parishioners
to discern a calling to serve God, either as clergy, or as lay people. That’s all I can be proud of,
and for me, that’s enough. If I’m thought of as being a good parish priest, it’s because I learned
to be one in my time at Good Shepherd. Over these 25 years, many parishioners have taught me
that I had to trust people to use the gifts God has given them in service of the congregation. In
that regard, you might call me the Chief Encourager. It seems to work for us.”
Fr. Lance, we love you madly, thanking the good Lord in His infinite wisdom to have allowed
you to be our Good Shepherd all these years with many more to come we pray. You have told us
every day in so many different ways that we are God’s beloved. Guess what? You are, too!

Septemer 2016

N

ote cards of St. Andrew’s Chapel are available for
$1.00 each. There are now FIVE available, two
interior images and three exterior scenes. Cards can be
ordered through Martha Conte, 315-524-5310 or
Carolyn Pfrommer, 315-524-9281. Envelopes are
included. Proceeds will benefit the Chapel Fund.

Winter Scene (A)

Winter Scene (B)

Summer Scene

Norman Crawford
Joseph Francz
Laura Rosato
Don Weller
Nathaniel Peets
Caitlin Francz
Bobby Rosato
Harry Burch, Jr.
Chris Norris
Joseph Mason
Lance Robbins, Fr.
Virginia Robinson
Linda McKelvey
Jennifer Arnold

09/01
09/04
09/04
09/04
09/04
09/05
09/06
09/08
09/10
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/13
09/15

Interior (B)

Jayden Bennett
Diane Rehse
Linda Koneski
Nick Masters
Shelby Bryant
Brian Bohannon
Jean Moorhouse
Mitch Salim
Ann Mower
David Dakin
Christine Bohannon
Mildred Francz
Debbie Newton
Luke Pfluger
Theodore Rivera
Peter Dennison

PPY
A
H

BI

Y
A
RTHD
Windows
set of seven

ctua
Sanpanoramray

Interior (A)

09/15
09/15
09/16
09/16
09/17
09/18
09/18
09/20
09/22
09/22
09/26
09/27
09/27
09/28
09/30
09/30

In addition, Mugs and Note
Cards of the individual stained
glass windows can be ordered at
a cost of $10.00 for each mug and
each set of (7) 5x7 cards.

All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
chu
rch. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows
and the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any
of these items. Thank you.
$15.00 each.
~ Maureen & Peter Marr

