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Dear Friends in Christ:
This month we have the opportunity to give thanks for our many blessings. I truly believe that happiness
comes from being grateful for everything you already have . . . even the things that are tough to deal with
bring with them gifts, if you look long enough.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, here is a partial list to get us thinking.
*“Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there be to look
forward to?
*Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
*Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
*Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.
*Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
*Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
*Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things. A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful
for setbacks. Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. Find a way to be thankful for your troubles,
and they can become your blessings.” (author unknown)

Let us pray: Dear Lord, we lift our thanks and praise for dawn after dark,
for rest after work, for healing after hurt, for a bridge over trouble and a shelter
from the storm, for love that will not let us go and an eternal home, and always
that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Amen
Faithfully,
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Prince Singh
Bishop of the Diocese of Rochester

Rector
The Rev. Lance D. Robbins
Cell Phone: (585) 739-2281
email: gswebsterny@gmail.com

At the October Vestry meeting held on October 9th, Fr. Lance opened with prayer
followed by a special thank you for all who helped to make his 25th anniversary
memorable.

or: lancerobbinsgs@gmail.com

Music Director
Dr. Karyn Robbins 787-1852
Deacon
The Rev. Barbara Fornalik 265-1760

Administrative Assistant
Debbie Markowitz 872-2281
Senior Warden
Annie Bishop 752-5058

Stewardship will kick-off the end of October with a letter from Fr. Lance and Annie
Bishop. On Friday Oct. 28th, Pledge cards will be assembled. On Family Sunday,
November 6th, Taylor Marren will talk to the congregation about what Good
Shepherd means to her. November 20 is Pledge Sunday.
Elevator training – Bill Munch will work with Norm Crawford to write up
procedures and arrange for training. Bill wants to be especially sure that everyone
knows the proper method to lock the doors.
There are 3 openings for Vestry and 1 Vestry Clerk for next year. Please give it
some prayerful consideration. The election will be held at the Annual Meeting in
January.

Junior Warden
Jill Daddis 315-524-9372

Vestry
Neil Giudice 233-5000
Georgia Interlicchia 315-524-9880
Bill Munch 615-4659
Ken Nelson 671-5581
Chris Norris 544-5284
Lisa Peets 671-8882
Don White 329-9178
Tom Yourch 724-1744
Good Shepherd Finance
Dick Robinson 872-1670
Treasurer
Bruce Dunn 223-2226
Receiving Treasurer
Sharon White (315) 524-5634
Dispersing Treasurer
Convention Delegates

Marlene Allen 419-5678
Denise Junker 413-6286
Marj Matsky 645-3222
UPDATE Deadline:
Tuesdays by 10 am to
Church Office
NEWSLETTER Deadline:
20th of Each Month
Richard Reid 585-347-4839
writer2363@gmail.com

Reports from committees: Sunday School- Sally Robb would like to have a
fundraiser to raise money for Vacation Bible School 2017 and for a television. The
Vestry approved.
The Vestry approved money to set aside in the budget next year for ink for its color
printer which will be used for issues of the Newsletter which are available in the
Narthex for parishioners without e-mail. In the past, a family was paying for it out
of their pocket.
Newcomers: Sunday November 6 at 9:00am, the Vestry will host a breakfast for
newcomers.
Sound System: We are very fortunate to have Bruce Dunn among us with his
expertise in this field. His assessment of the state of our current system revealed no
work is absolutely necessary, but the system is nearly 20 years old. He
recommended a Mixer upgrade since the current system is built for only speech. An
upgrade would provide better sound for a variety of occasions. We could use this
system for large occasions like the pageant, with extra wireless mics. Fr. Lance's
microphone which doesn’t always work will be replaced at a cost of $1,050).
The Vestry Retreat is Saturday, November 12 at Casey Park beginning at 9:00am.
If you have ideas for the Vestry to consider, please be sure to give it to a Vestry
member before then.
Fr. Lance gave an update on parishioners who are ill or recuperating. We ended the
meeting with prayer.
Please let me know if there is anything we should be doing.---Annie Bishop, Senior
Warden
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“Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest-home!”
Hymn #290

Thanksgiving! As you gather around the table you may want to use a special prayer. So
many beautiful prayers are found in our hymnbook or in the anthems we sing. You could
begin your meal with a spoken or sung prayer! To share just a few:
Here’s a poem from one of our Junior Choir anthems:
“Thank you for the world so sweet,
Thank you for the food we eat,
Thank you for the birds that sing,
Thank you, God, for everything!”
A short prayer comes from the refrain of hymn #291:
“All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.”
Of course, the familiar Thanksgiving hymn is a lovely prayer:
“Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.”
Steve Robb wrote a wonderful hymn of thanks for our many blessings:
“Lord, we thank you for the blessings we are given.
Blessings we are given every day.
Gratefully we sing to our Maker and our King.
This everlasting hymn of praise.”
And a beautiful prayer to sing around the dinner table is the doxology:
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”
You may enjoy looking through our hymnal for your own favorite prayer.
“Praise to God, immortal praise, for the love that crowns our days;
Bounteous source of every joy, let thy praise our tongues employ:
All to thee, our God, we owe, source whence all our blessings flow.”
Hymn #288
?
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Good Shepherd

Hear
Ye
Hear
Ye

Tuesdays, 10:00 am
(Tuesday Mornings at 10:00 am in Narthex or Library,
approximately 1 hour in length; Movies may run longer.)

November 1

“Sister Wendy on Art”
DVD presented by Barbara Fornalik

November 8

“Helping the Homeless”
Discussion led by Marj Matsky

November 15

“Convention Report”
Presented by Father Lance and Marlene Allen

November 22

No Meeting – Thanksgiving Week

November 29

“The Song of Bernadette” Movie:
Part 1, Presented by Richard Reid

December 6

“The Song of Bernadette” Movie:
Part 2, Presented by Richard Reid

Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey of faith and
grant that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be

Stitchers

A
N
D

The Stitchers meet every Thursday morning in the Good
Shepherd Library between 9:30am and noon. The Good
Shepherd Book Club meets once a month – this month on
November 17th. We have a formal discussion of the book
between 10am and 11am but we have been known to carry over
the conversation to our next Stitchers meeting.
Since there will not be a December meeting of the
Book Club, we have made The Autobiography of Santa Claus
by Jeff Guinn our focus for the November meeting. The clever
premise involves a newspaper reporter who is invited to the
North Pole for an in-depth interview with a man who is eager
to set the record straight and give the definitive account of his
life.
For those looking ahead to January – we meet on the
19th – the book will be Vanessa Diffenbaugh’s novel, The
Language of Flowers, about a young woman whose childhood,
spent in the foster-care system, has left her unable to get close
to anybody, and her only connection to the world is through
flowers and their meanings.

the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent Workshop
Returns!
Save the date!

LIBRARY NEWS

Your church library is open whenever the
church is open.

If you are looking for an educational DVD of
Biblical times, the library has just been given five
good ones. In this line up are: The Exodus
Decoded, Moses, St. Peter, The Bible (In the
Beginning), and The Gospel of John.

On Saturday Dec. 3 from 11am to 1pm, please join us
for our 2nd Annual Advent Workshop here at Good
Shepherd in the Parish Hall. Come and make
Christmas Ornaments and enjoy some fun and
fellowship.
On November 13 there will be a display during both
services of the ornaments that you can make. Cost is
minimal. Hope to see you there.
--Annie Bishop, Senior Warden

For our younger readers the library has Heaven is
for Real as told by Colton Burpo. The illustrated
book tells of his trip to Heaven and back. This is
a true story.
For our Biblical history fans--a new big book
entitled The Time Chart of Biblical History. The
book has 4000 years of charts, maps, lists and
chronologies. The illustrations are very good.
Happy reading . . . .
Marilyn Nuffer
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Outreach

“A Simple Prayer of Thanks”
Thank you.
I dwell upon the goodness in my life.
Thank you.
I cherish in my heart Your gift to me.
Thank you.
I notice the blessings of life, breath, loving and sharing.
I am so grateful.
Thank you, Lord.
(“A Simple Prayer of Thanks,” from www.lords-prayer-words.com)
As we enter the month of November, many of us are gearing up for holiday gatherings and celebrations. I shall
not share my feelings regarding the morphing of what many retail businesses have done to the Thanksgiving holiday.
Suffice to say, I don't shop on Thanksgiving. When our family was young and I was working part time, working your
share of the holidays was part of your rotation. Healthcare is one of the professions that always works on holidays. Our
family would plan our Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner around my work schedule. Because I worked the evening shift,
3 PM – 11 PM, we were able to enjoy a meal together prior to me going to work. I remember the feeling of gratitude that
I had been able to spend time with my family (and possibly not having to do the dishes!), and the sense of being able to
give back to those that I was caring for the remainder of the day. Giving to others is what brings love and gratitude to our
hearts.
This past month the following organizations have received donations from your Good Shepherd Outreach:
 Vacation Bible School Program/Good Shepherd - $100.00 for pillowcase project
 St. Mark's and St. John's Episcopal Church Empty Bowl Fundraiser - $150.00
 Webster Council of Churches - $250.00
 A Meal and More Holiday Gift Bag donation – 75 deodorants (approx. $180.00)
Good Shepherd is part of the Webster Council of Churches (WCC). This group is comprised of many churches in our
community. They work together every spring to promote CROP Walk and support a variety of other outreach activities
throughout the year. Some of the ministries and organizations that they disbursed donations to in 2015 were: Webster
Food Cupboard, Cameron Community Ministries, Community Food Cupboard, Eastern Service Workers Association,
Northwest Neighborhood Outreach Center, HOPE Ministry, House of Mercy, A Meal & More, Open Door Mission,
Rochester Roots, St. Andrew's Food Cupboard, St. Joseph's House of Hospitality, St. Peter's Kitchen, Salem UCC
Nutritional Center, Salvation Army, and Wayne County Rural Ministries/Come Unity Center. Many of these ministries
support the homeless and hungry in our community and city. Nancy Van Hooydonk is Good Shepherd's representative at
WCC. Twice a year we are asked to supply canned goods such as yams, gravy, fruit cocktail or applesauce for food
baskets. This is another project of WCC, as they contribute to holiday food baskets at Thanksgiving and Easter that
are distributed by the Webster Food Cupboard. Good Shepherd also supports some of these ministries directly through
our own Outreach donations. We are blessed to be able to support so many ministries through the good work of so many
in our community. Thank you Nancy and the WCC for the wonderful giving work you do throughout the year! Follow
them on Facebook @ Webster Council of Churches. Thank you to our Good Shepherd family for your continued support
of Outreach!
Please join us for the next Outreach meeting in November. Look for the meeting date in the parish update. Blessings
always! ---Yvonne Arnold

Page 6

November 2016

GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH GROUP
Our first Youth Group Lock-in of the year was a huge success! We had 11 youth who ate some
delicious food, played some games, and went to bed really late! Many thanks to Father Lance,
Karyn, and Kathy Stokes who graciously helped chaperone.

Some members of the Youth
Group watching the Presidential
Debate because they wanted to!
We have very politically minded
and engaged youth group
members!

Sometimes the Presidential Debate is
not the most exciting way to spend a
lock-in…So let’s play Monopoly or
Twister!
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HIDDEN
IN PLAIN SIGHT
Exploring the Church of the Good Shepherd

Whenever you walk through our church or parish hall, often without realizing it, you pass by
many small nameplates with writing on them. What’s the story behind them? Here’s another
article in our ongoing, occasional series chronicling a bit of Good Shepherd’s history.
In This Issue . . . The Communion Rail Kneelers
By Barbara Howe
Ever wonder about the beautiful needlepoint kneelers you kneel on at communion on Sundays?
Who made them and when? A quick answer: They were the result of the time, talent and hard
work by eleven members of Good Shepherd in 1994 and 1995. Initially made for our previous
sanctuary in the old church (now our parish hall), there are nine of them. It started with the
vision of several needlepointers who had to decide on a theme and design of the theme before
beginning the actual embroidery.
Some of the kneelers have as their theme the church calendar year--- one for Advent, Epiphany,
Lent, and Easter. The middle three, centered in front of the communion rail gate, represent Good
Shepherd and pastoral scenes. The eighth one symbolizes the Eucharist but the ninth one is a
mystery. When we asked for other details about the designs, and any clue about that elusive one,
Fr. Lance responded, “You expect me to remember this at MY age???” (He did recently have a
recent major birthday, you’ll remember.)
Two women from St. Paul’s Church, Molly Poole and Vail Whitbeck, friends of Maureen Marr,
provided assistance, teaching the special needlepoint stitches to produce a strong, serviceable yet
beautiful surface. The two had worked with a group from St. Paul’s on a similar project.
Good Shepherd members Judy and Peter (“Pete”) Burkardt, Nancy Carnevale, Margaret
Donoian, Bess Fanning, Louise Lynch, Maureen Marr, Marilyn Nuffer, Father Lance, Janet
Sivak and Diane Whitcomb all worked on the project for months in part of 1994 and 1995.
I talked with Maureen, Father Lance, Marilyn and Judy and Pete about their work on this labor
of love. While everyone I spoke with enjoyed their work, they all found it difficult. Father
Lance assisted Pete on the border for a design he had chosen. Never having done needlepoint,
Fr. Lance found it very challenging. Pete remembered that the stitch was in a basket weave with
double thread to assure a strong cover. “It was worked on a diagonal,” he said, “and you had to
pay attention. Vail and Polly were rigorous taskmasters and stitches had to be smooth even on
the back side---no lumps or knots!” Pete recalled that he carried his kneeler in a pillow case,
even to their mountain retreat, and worked on it whenever he could.
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
They worked at their own pace and got together every two or three weeks to share their
experiences. All enjoyed the fellowship and personal satisfaction of seeing their kneeler take
shape. Everyone described Vail and Molly as tough supervisors who were “very particular”. If
the back of the work wasn’t as good as the front (no lumps or knots) you had to pull it out. Pete
also mentioned that before they could make the kneeler team, everyone had to do a sampler to go
“from Jayvee to Varsity.” “You had to pass muster before you got to the main event to meet
their standards.”
We all agree, I’m sure, that the finished work was well worth the hard work and dedication. The
kneelers were dedicated on May 7, 1995, which was Good Shepherd Sunday. We thank
Maureen Marr for providing us with pictures and her memories of this undertaking. By the way,
we need more kneelers to complete the project. She has designs and wool to make more and it
would be wonderful to have a full set, so if you’re willing and “particular”....see her!
We have enclosed photos of two of the kneelers with this article. When you have a moment, if
you’re curious, walk down to the altar rail and discover the scenes depicted on the other seven
kneelers – all hidden in plain sight!

May 7, 1995, at the dedication
of the kneelers. From left to
right: Fr. Lance Robbins, Janet
Sivak, Maureen Marr, Vail
Whitbeck, Bess Fanning, Molly
Poole, Louise Lynch, Judy
Burkardt, Nancy Carnevale.
Missing from the photo are:
Peter
Burkardt,
Margaret
Donoian, Marilyn Nuffer, and
Diane Whitcomb.
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19 Annual Bruce Mason Memorial Golf
Tournament
th

By Mike Rosato

After being rescheduled due to a death in the Good Shepherd family, the 2016 edition of our
annual golf tournament took place on Saturday October 8th at the challenging Ontario Country
Club . For the second year in a row it seemed as if Father Lance’s “good weather guarantee” was
off by a day as Friday’s perfect summer weather gave way to a cooler rainy Saturday. But with a
little faith and luck, the 18 golfers that competed were treated to a pleasant and generally rainfree day.
The threatening conditions certainly didn’t impact the quality of golf as we had one of our most
competitive finishes in the history of this event. Two teams tied with a very impressive 9 under
par 63. The team of Don White, Alex White, Jim Cheney and PJ Leimgruber was declared our
winner by comparing results on the hardest holes. Their birdie on the 2nd hardest hole clinched it
and earned them the ceremonial champion’s green jacket. However, the team of Tom Curtin,
John Norris and Larry Therkildsen would certainly have won if the tie breaker was strongest
finish as they stormed to the clubhouse finishing off with an amazing flurry of birdies. For our
other contests, PJ Leimgruber won closest to the pin, and we had a husband and wife victory in
the longest drive as Joe and Sarah Mason took that prize for men’s and women’s longest drive.
(Joe clearly ate his Wheaties as his drive was a remarkable distance ahead of any completion.)
Of course the real winners are the Youth of Good Shepherd as $900 was raised for Good
Shepherd’s Scholarship Fund through hole sponsorships.
Special heartfelt thanks must go to Mary Lou Mason who not only sponsored two holes, but
generously purchased the prizes. Actually all of our hole sponsors deserve our thanks including
Don White, Bill and Brenda Munch, RoMark Consulting (Bob Markham), Switzer Auto, the
Giudice Family, the Rosato Family, Bill and Joyce White, Jim White/Empire Realty, Larry and
Sharon Therkildsen, and Sarah and Joe Mason. Of course, we also have to thank our MVP, John
Norris who generously donates his time to make our beautiful sponsor signs. Next year the
dinner portion of the tournament will return, and we hope many more of you will take part in the
20th edition this fun, fellowship event which has become such a great tradition at Good Shepherd.

November 2016__________________________________________________________________________________________________Page 10

The Blessing of the Backpacks
October 9th, 2016

A

beloved Good Shepherd
tradition since 2009

If your child (or you) did not
receive a keychain cross for your
backpack/briefcase to help remind
you that God is always present
with us and the things we carry,
contact Laura Rosato—we have
extras that we would love to share!
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News from the St. Andrew’s Chapel Committee
A very big thank you to Debra Nelson for
planting and tending the garden and hanging
baskets at St. Andrew’s this summer. Despite the
drought and constant refilling of 20+ water jugs,
the garden never looked better. We appreciate all
you do!!

As seen
at
Good Shepherd

On October 9, parishioners enjoyed another sterling performance by the quartet of (left to right)
Kris German, Glenda Brayman, Bob Lofthus, Chris Clarke singing Renaissance composer
Tomas Louise de Victoria's "Quam Pulchri Sunt Gressus Tui" (How beautiful are Thy Feet).

Nine parishioners brought their pets for Fr. Lance's annual "Blessing of the Animals" on Sunday,
October 9th at 2pm.
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N

ote cards of St. Andrew’s Chapel are available for
$1.00 each. There are now FIVE available, two
interior images and three exterior scenes. Cards can be
ordered through Martha Conte, 315-524-5310 or
Carolyn Pfrommer, 315-524-9281. Envelopes are
included. Proceeds will benefit the Chapel Fund.

Winter Scene (A)

Winter Scene (B)

Summer Scene

Gerald White
Frank Barbato
Adam Brashich
Ellen Uhal
Tyler Petrotta
Carol Markham
Nicole Peets
Jaye Nitschke
James Petrotta
Brady Giudice
Mary Jane Semmler
Rosemary Morgan
Paul Pfrommer
Georgia Interlicchia
Marilyn Nuffer
Angelique Bennett
Shari Miller
Ann Duke
Allyah Giudice

Interior (B)

Benjamin Geloso
Jason Kuberka
Caiden Melos/Affronti
Ryan Yourch
Mackenzie Whitman
James Cheney
Diane Guerin
Harry Steinorth
Sarah Mason
Natalie Martin
Carol Reid
Amy Melos
Elizabeth H. Ellison
Gwen Brennick
Gini Pilecki
Janet Dakin
Mary White

P PY
A
H

BI

11/01
11/02
11/02
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/04
11/05
11/05
11/05
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/10
11/10
11/12

RTHD
Windows
set of seven

ctua
Sanpanoramray

Interior (A)

I’m outta here1

Y
A

11/15
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/27
11/27
11/28
11/28
11/29

??

In addition, Mugs and Note
Cards of the individual stained
glass windows can be ordered at
a cost of $10.00 for each mug and
each set of (7) 5x7 cards.

All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
chu
rch. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows
and the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any
of these items. Thank you.
$15.00 each.
~ Maureen & Peter Marr

