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Dear Friends in Christ:
In honor of the beautiful music of our parish and our teen choir preparing for their concert, I
offer a piece from one of my favorite writers, Frederick Buechner. In this passage he describes
the relationship between music and time. It was first published in Wishful Thinking.
“Whereas painters work with space—the croquet players on the lawn, behind them the dark
foliage of the hedge, above them the sky—musicians work with time, as one note follows
another note the way tock follows tick.
“Music both asks us and also enables us to listen to certain qualities of time--to the grandeur of
time, says Bach, to the poignance of time, says Mozart, to the swing and shimmer of time, says
Dubussy, or however else you choose to put into words the richness and complexity of what each
of them in wordlessly ‘saying.’
“We learn from music how to listen to the music of our own time---one moment of our lives
following another moment the way the violin passage follows the flute, the way the sound of
footsteps on the gravel follows the rustle of leaves in the wind, which follows the barking of a
dog almost too far away to hear.
“Music helps us to ‘keep time’ in the sense of keeping us in touch with time, not just time as an
ever-flowing stream that bears all of us away at last, but time also as a stream that every once in
a while slows down and becomes transparent enough for us to see down to the streambed the
way, at a wedding, say, or watching the sun rise, past, present, and future are so caught up in a
single moment that we catch a glimpse of the mystery that, at its deepest place, time is timeless.”
Faithfully,

June 2018

Page 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Prince Singh
Bishop of the Diocese of Rochester

Rector
The Rev. Lance D. Robbins
Cell Phone: (585) 739-2281
email: gswebsterny@gmail.com
or: lancerobbinsgs@gmail.com

Music Director
Dr. Karyn Robbins 787-1852
Deacons
The Rev. Barbara Fornalik 265-1760
The Rev. Steve Robb 738-6337

Administrative Assistant
Debbie Markowitz 872-2281
Senior Warden
Georgia Interlicchia 315-524-9880

Junior Warden
Marj Matzky 645-3222

Vestry
Neil Giudice 233-5000
Kathy Stokes 506-7261
Roch Whitman 313-8427
Annie Bishop 752-5058
Mary Kay Butera 233-6688
Lisa Peets 671-8882
Tom Wawrzycki 749-0348
Tom Yourch 724-1744
Good Shepherd Finance
Dick Robinson 872-1670
Treasurer
Bruce Dunn 820-3401
Receiving Treasurer
Sharon White (315) 524-5634
Dispersing Treasurer
Convention Delegates

Jill Daddis 524-9372
Denise Junker 413-6286
Laura Rosato 298-1373
UPDATE Deadline:
Tuesdays by 10 am to
Church Office
NEWSLETTER Deadline:
20th of Each Month
Richard Reid 585-347-4839
writer2363@gmail.com

Summer has arrived!!!!
Along with that we have some great events planned. Please make sure you
mark your calendars!!
June 3rd 7pm - Teen Concert - a truly wonderful musical event that our
teens prepare for diligently, hope you all can be there!
June 7th 4pm to 6PM - Chicken BBQ !!! No cooking that night!
June 21st 4PM to 7pm - Strawberry Festival!
Deacon Barbara Fornalik will be taking over as meal ministry coordinator
to assist our church family's as needed - Thank you Barbara!
Stewardship - the actual definition is "the job of taking care of something
such as an organization or property."
With that said we have rescheduled our Time and Talent Fair for September
16th - to be held between services in the Narthex. We all have some way in
which we can contribute other than monetarily to our church family. I hope
you all will attend and sign up for one of the many opportunities to
volunteer.
The Vestry is still exploring painting the church hall - It's a big job and we
are trying to get some estimates. More to come on that!
Our Annual Picnic will be September 9th at Webster Park. The service will
be held at the park with a picnic to follow
Hope everyone enjoyed Memorial Day and took a moment to remember
what the day is all about.
Warmest regards,
Georgia Intericchia

Save the date of Sunday,
August 26th for our
annual Day at Seabreeze!
Details to follow soon…
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“Then sings my soul, my Savior, God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!”
I want to thank everyone for all the prayers, thoughts, cards, food, and help
that you have given to my sister, Vicki, Lance and me when my father left
for his heavenly home. The celebration liturgy for my father was beautiful.
And it was good to visit with everyone at the wonderful reception that Laura
and her helpers organized. My Mom and Dad made Good Shepherd their
second church home 30 years ago while still living in Pennsylvania. When
Mom died ten years ago, Dad had a community of friends to greet him upon
his move here. You, our Good Shepherd Family, have surrounded all of us
with your love.
I owe my love of music to my Dad and Mom. When they were first married
they lived in NYC and enjoyed Broadway and opera. When I was in second
grade, they moved Grandma’s piano from Texas to Wisconsin, so I could
begin lessons. The family gathered around that piano every night to sing
hymns and show tunes. When I started organ, Dad sat beside me on the
organ bench to turn pages for me and remind me of which verse we were
singing.
The hymn, “How Great Thou Art” was a favorite. And the second verse has
always reminded me of our family home, with the woods, the birds in the
feeders and the brook at the bottom of the hill. Dad spent many hours
making our gardens, lawn and wooded hill beautiful.
And his strong faith and the faith of his siblings and ancestors has been a
beacon in my life. Truly he is singing:

“When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”
?
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Hear
Ye
Hear
Ye

Tuesdays, 10:00 am
Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey of faith and grant that
those who teach and those who learn may find you to be the source of all
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jun. 5:

Wonders of the National Parks:
A Geology of North America:
“The Hawaiian Islands” (A
Great Courses DVD taught by
Ford Cochran of National Geographic magazine)

Summer and vacation time will soon be with us. Good time to
check out a book from your church library to have with you.
Regarding some of our new additions--we have a great new series
of DVDs: Great World Religions: Christianity, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Judaism and Islam. Each one comes with
a course guidebook.

Jun. 12: Year-End Picnic -- hosted by Richard &
Carol Reid at their Webster home starting at NOON.
Please bring a dish to share and enjoy the fellowship.

The Divine Hours is a manual for prayer for summertime by
Phyllis Tickle. My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She's
Sorry, by Fredrik Backman is homage of the power of stories to
comfort and heal.

The Adult Forum takes its usual Summer

In the children’s section are When Good-Bye Is Forever by Lois
Rock and Water Bugs and Dragonflies by Doris Stickney. Both
books help explain death to children.

Break, resuming
September 11 BUT enjoy the summer
movies series in its place

The library door is open all summer if you want to drop in and
we’ll have more exciting news in the fall. Happy reading . . . .
---- Marilyn Nuffer

(Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the Narthex or Library; approximately 1 hour.
Movies may run longer)

Good Shepherd

Your church library is open whenever the
church is open.

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL JUNE 21ST
By Marj Matzky

A
N
D

Stitchers
The Good Shepherd Stitchers and Book Club will continue to meet weekly
throughout the summer, Thursday mornings from 9:30 – 12:00.
We will be starting a new charity sewing project, Seat Belt Covers for Breast
Cancer Survivors.
The Breast Cancer Coalition, specifically Allison Marr Dennison, had requested
we make these covers which are quilted and attach to your seatbelt with
Velcro. Post breast surgery patients appreciate the comfort of these covers. If
you are interested in helping with this project please contact Janet Maier at 585738-2280 or jhmaier@rochester.rr.com. We are in the process of finalizing the
sewing dates and will communicate these via email to all interested.
The Stitchers continue to knit or crochet Chemo Caps for the local Oncology
Centers. The basket of yarn in the Narthex contains patterns. Knitting needles
and crochet hooks are also available. These projects are great for the
summer! We welcome new members of any age and will be happy to teach you
how to knit or crochet!
The book club selections for June, July and August are:

June 28th -- Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards

July 26th -- The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night by Mark
Haddon

August 30th -- Beartown by Frederick Backman
The book club discussion is at 10 am on the dates listed above; we are a very
informal group.
---Janet Maier

Good Shepherd’s annual Strawberry Festival will be held
this year on Thursday, June 21, from 4pm to 7pm. We will
have music playing and hamburgers and hotdogs along
with salads and, of course, strawberry shortcake on the
menu. This event will be a fun time for all to enjoy gold
old-fashioned fellowship.
Be on the lookout for sign-up sheets so we’ll know you’re
coming. As always, any help we get will be appreciated.
We can always use strong backs for set-up and clean-up.
We also need help cooking and selling the food as well as
collecting money and, especially, we love the traditional
donations of cut-up strawberries, shortcakes or biscuits.
We look forward to seeing everyone that evening. Pray for
good weather!
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Outreach
at Good Shepherd
by Yvonne Arnold

This past several weeks, we have been witness to some very public expressions of Love. On May 19th,
our own presiding Bishop Michael Curry, shared his thoughts on the power of Love to a world wide
audience. His words, energy, belief and passion were so clear; the energy and power of Love can change
the world!
The following day, Reverend Canon Johnnie Ross shared part of his own journey during the homily at
the 10:15 service. His experience as a young child, receiving a pair of shoes allowed him to attend
school. Without this expression of Love, how different his journey may have been.
Our church family gathered to celebrate the life of Luke Pfluger later that week. Vicki, Karyn and Lance
lovingly shared Luke's journey from his growing up in Pflugerville, Texas to his most recent years, lived
among all of us at Good Shepherd. In between a life of education and family, caring for those he
loved and the world around him. A beautiful tribute to a Loving man.
This past weekend Jeff and I traveled to Richmond, Virginia for the high school graduation of my
brother's youngest daughter and a baby shower for his oldest daughter. We came together as a family
that has weathered some pain; during the past years, divorce and other painful experiences have been
challenging. On this day all were welcomed! A beautiful home was open to everyone! Expressions of
Love ~ food, gifts, smiles, laughter, hopes for the future ~ were shared. A sense of gratitude for this
moment and what is to come was present.




Where are you seeing the power of Love?
Do you sense it in the world around you?
Are you part of it?

With each step that you take, you have the power of Love with and in you! The Holy Spirit lives within
each of us!
Go ahead, and change the world!
Yvonne Arnold
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Father Lance gave the prayer for the start of the CROP Walk that included these words “When
you pray, use your feet.” The following people from our church did just that: Father Lance &
Dr. Karyn Robbins, Lynn Helmer, Marj Matzky, Bill Munch, Chris Nuccitelli, Kathy & Keisha
Stokes, Kim Yourch, and John & Nancy Van Hooydonk. Patti Curtin very kindly sat at the table
to check our group in and to tally the money collected. And the Good Shepherd group did quite
well this year with $2,405 raised -- including $500 online! Thank you to all the participants and
to all the contributors. God Bless!
---- Nancy Van Hooydonk

Image from St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bath, NY

PLAY BALL!!!

How long has it been since you’ve been to a professional baseball game? Sure, it seems to cost as much to see a
major league game today as it does to see a Broadway show in NYC – so why not try a minor league baseball
game? It’s the same 3 strikes and yer out! 4 balls and take your base, and nine innings of play (unless it goes
into extra innings). It’s also a lot less expensive – barely into double digits for a ticket – and you won’t believe
how close you can be to all the action on the field. Need more convincing? Suppose we throw in a concert by
the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra AND fireworks after the game -- all for the price of a single admission?
No. it’s not a dream – it’s Episcopal Night at Frontier Field on Friday, July 20 when the Rochester Red Wings
will play the Norfolk Tides. (You might even see a future Hall of Famer at the start of his career!) Tickets will
be on sale at Good Shepherd soon. Watch for details.

Help support the work of the Outreach Committee
and Good Shepherd Church by purchasing
Chicken dinners this summer on select Thursdays
from 4pm to 6pm in the parking lot at Good
Shepherd Church on these days:
JULY 12
AUGUST 2
SEPTEMBER 6
Each $12 meal consists of a half side of chicken,
salt potatoes, cole slaw and cornbread, prepared
by Heintzelman’s BBQ Pit of Ontario. Thank you!
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Stewardship Reflection

What Good Shepherd Means to Me

The Reason We Chose Good Shephard
by Sharon and John White

Sharon’s Story
Twenty-some years ago I came in the big red doors of this church. I had not been going to any church. I had
chosen to be baptized and confirmed in an Episcopal Church in Oswego, New York when I was fifteen.
Funny story on a great occasion, the day before the Sunday I was to be confirmed I took ill and was rushed
to the hospital and had an emergency operation. The Priest and the Bishop and a few others came after
church to the hospital to baptize and confirm me. The nurse in attendance looked at them all in their robes
and vestments and declared that I was really going to make it; I was going to be just fine. She didn’t know
they were there to confirm and baptize me. She did tell me later that she did as she was told and put the holy
water, they had consecrated outside on the ground, not down the drain.
So, here I am, walking into those heavy red doors, in my forty’s, and still looking for God. Actually, trying
to figure out what God means to me. I had recently read The Road Less Traveled, by Scott Peck among
other books. Scott Peck said he believed God is within. So I came to believe, too, with much help from the
Good Shepherd family and, of course, Father Lance.
Why do I stay? For me it was easy, I became involved. I believe one of the first services I came to Father
Lance said he needed help that day. He was doing a liturgy at St. Ann’s and the people needed help getting
to the sanctuary. So, I went! Larry Therkildsen was one of the first people to introduce himself to me and
helped me that day. He showed me where to go and what to do. I was nervous and he helped me feel
accepted right away. I do not know if he knew that or not but he knows now!
From there, I heard they needed help with doing readings. I said, “I can do that. I am here anyway so that is
what I will do with my time”. During all this time, I was attending alone. I did much, close to begging
husband, John, to join me. He was catholic and refused to come. When I started doing readings one time he
started to get ready to come and I said, “Why are you coming?” “I’m coming to support you,” he said. So,
God is always working in our lives we just have to recognize it and believe!
I have been a Sunday School teacher, I ran Kids Night Out for three years, I usher, and have been the
disbursing treasure for some twenty odd years. I enjoy what I do and like to hear Father Lance tell me every
week how much God loves me. That feeling is so precious to me -- it helps you to keep your faith.
John’s Story
I first came to Good Shephard because Sharon started to do readings. I was catholic but not a practicing one.
I enjoyed the services and the people that welcomed me. I began to attend regularly and decided to be
confirmed and became an Episcopalian!!
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Milestones:
Celebrating our Good Shepherd
family
Congratulations to Sarah Dennison on graduating from the
University of Rochester with a Bachelor of Arts in English
Literature and Psychology. Sarah’s parents are Alison and
Craig Dennison and her Grandparents are Maureen and
Peter Marr.

Diane (“Dixie”) Taylor’s two grandsons, the sons of Lisa and David Robinson, have
both earned degrees. Ben Robinson has received both a Master’s and a Doctorate in
Pharmacology from the University of Buffalo while his younger brother, Cal, has just
gotten a Bachelor’s in Biology from the College of Brockport. Congrats!!

Sunday May 27, Trinity Sunday, saw Good
Shepherd’s annual observance of Memorial
Day as all five military service flags were
displayed.

Karyn Robbins (on Organ) and Bob
Markham (on trumpet), perform “America
the Beautiful” as May 27th’s Postlude

As seen
at
Good Shepherd

TEEN CONCERT: The teens of Good Shepherd
make a joyful noise unto the Lord. We are all
blessed to have them share their many gifts
with us!

TEEN CONCERT: “Gloria Fanfare” has been
an annual tradition to close out the Teen
Concert for over 15 years. Not only is this a
jubilant, heartwarming anthem, but choir
alumni are always welcomed back to sing
along. Hi Keisha!
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Meet the

Choirs

People Who Share Their Musical Talents With Us
By Richard Reid

Having presented many Newsletter profiles of choir
members over the years, it seems high time we meet the
one individual mentioned in ALL those profiles but who
has somehow eluded sitting down for her own interview
-- until now. Please join us for this very special edition
of “Meet the Choirs”.

DR. KARYN ROBBINS—Good Shepherd’s Director of Music
“For me, playing music in church is never a performance – it is a worship experience. Music should enhance
the congregation’s experience. The words we hear in the readings, the prayers and the homilies might tell us
to love our neighbors. Music can do that, too, in a very real way that transcends language. In helping a choir
to sing or a musician to play a tune, I see them using that music to tell the world who they are. I get much
more out of seeing peoples’ spiritual lives growing through their music than I receive from playing the
organ,” explains Dr. Karyn Robbins, Good Shepherd’s Director of Music. Quite a lot has changed since
1988 when she first arrived
. . . the rector (it was Fr. George Anderson) . . . the church (it was what is now the Parish Hall) . . . the
organ (it was an electric Hammond, probably built in the early 1900s) . . . and Karyn herself (“Pfluger”
became “Robbins” in 2011 when she married Fr. Lance).
Her parents were both teachers; mother, Jane, was an elementary school art instructor while father, Luther
(“Luke”), taught social studies before becoming a principal and then a professor at Mansfield University of
Pennsylvania, a public teacher’s college in Tioga County, when Karyn was nine. By then there was also a
younger sister, Vicki, presently a voice teacher and singer living in Texas. “She’s an impressive soprano”,
compared to her own more modest alto and occasional second soprano, Karyn assures.
Karyn began piano lessons while in second grade. By 4th grade, her teacher was Mrs. Wilcox who stayed
with her until she went off to college. “She instilled in me her love of playing which gave me the drive to
learn,” explains Karyn. “I received a Christmas card from her last year. She’s 91 and wrote that she still
plays the piano every day, adding ‘not practicing’ so I would understand she still went at it quite seriously.”
By age 15, she began learning to play the organ at her church in exchange for agreeing to sub when needed.
That memorably happened on a Christmas Eve -- talk about no pressure! She also played the recorder in her
younger years, and took the bassoon in high school. “I wanted to play flute but the band teacher needed a
bassoonist but it ended up being fun so it was fine,” she says.
Karyn earned her BSEd in Elementary Education from Mansfield University and was certified in Music
Education. She found work teaching a third grade class and doing church music on the side in
Chambersburg, PA, but soon realized she had to leave. “Music was my passion and I dreamed of going to a
conservatory, specifically the Eastman School of Music because my college organ professor went there and
studied with David Craighead” (who chaired Eastman’s Organ Department and was organist at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Rochester for nearly 50 years). “I knew I couldn’t teach and do music at the level I
dreamed of so leaving Chambersburg wasn’t that hard. Besides, my mother was raised in Rochester and her
twin sister was still living there plus my sister encouraged me to reach for my dreams,” reflects Karyn.
For Karyn, the Eastman School of Music “was a dream-come-true. I enjoyed the history and theory classes
and all the practicing. It was challenging to say the least. We held organ classes in which we played for
each other. The critiques by teacher and students made that experience daunting! I finished the Masters in
Organ Performance and Literature in 1990, and then continued there for a Doctoral degree which I received
five years later.”
(Continued on next page)
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DR. KARYN ROBBINS—Good Shepherd’s
Director of Music
(Continued)

While at Eastman Karyn saw a job notice from Good Shepherd Church in Webster posted on the school
bulletin board. “I was only interested in an organ position with an Adult Choir . . . but they also wanted a
Junior Choir which I wasn’t eager to take on, plus I wanted a pipe organ, something they didn’t have. It
wasn’t ideal but then I learned that a local Presbyterian church with a pipe organ was also looking for an
organist. Much better, I said to myself – until I discovered that their organ keyboard was so hard to play, I
was concerned I could get tendinitis!” Still, Karyn realized, organ positions did not come around every day.
What to do?
“One of the deciding factors was my aunt. I told her about both jobs and she, knowing I was raised a
Lutheran, said I would be much happier in an Episcopalian church. Plus, Good Shepherd had promised to
find a pipe organ. I was hired and joined in the search which led to our current Morey organ (but that’s a
story for another article). Oh, and I found out I enjoyed instructing a Junior Choir.” Karyn really did -enough so that when five girls were on the verge of outgrowing the Junior Choir and told her they wished
they could continue, she established a Teen Choir and added some boys to the mix. The Brass Ensemble
featured especially during Christmas and Easter evolved from a single guest trumpeter from the Eastman
School. The Chime Choir had its origin in a church-owned box of chimes used occasionally with the Adult
Choir to punch up an anthem. For a few years there was even a flute ensemble of nine flutes. More recently,
she has worked with the Sunday School to ensure that music is a part of its programming, thanks in no small
way to Jack Brennick whom she calls her “music magnet” for his ability to discover and involve so many
musicians among the congregation.
Karyn, a very private person, admits to doing a little gardening and enjoys all kinds of books to read; really,
though, it’s her music that defines her. Officially, she works 20 hours a week for Good Shepherd but in terms
of music, Sunday morning is really the tip of the iceberg: a lot more is what you don’t see. Fr. Anderson used
to choose the hymns for the services but after he left, it fell to Karyn to handle. When he first arrived, hearing
that Karyn was a student at Eastman, Fr. Lance said, “Why in the world would I choose the hymns?” Ever
since, “he has let me do the music at Good Shepherd and he does the education and ministry, etc. We both
focus on the Gospel for Sunday’s liturgy so the music and spoken word and homily all carry the theme of the
Gospel. We’ve worked this way ever since he came and it works very well,” confides Karyn. Summer for
Karyn is self-described as “heavy planning time” – searching for, picking, and practicing music for the
coming church year. She is part of the Worship Committee which coordinates all parts of the services:
preaching, music, altar guild, ushers, etc.
Karyn also keeps busy with private music instruction. She usually has about 20 to 25 piano students, ranging
from 2nd grade to adult, averaging about seven or eight years with her, and sometimes organ students as well.
You may know a few of her pupils who have gone on to teach music or are currently active in it including
Nicki Peets, Alex Barbato, Bobby Rosato and Janet Wisniewski (music director at Grace Episcopal Church,
Scottsville). While Karyn has no present interest in composing music – “I leave that for parishioners like
Steve Robb and Jeff Arnold” – she has composed a collection of Psalms written for soloists with
congregational responses which she reluctantly admits “were fun to do.” Her personal tastes in listening to
music range from the preludes to Wagner’s operas and Bach’s Brandenburg concertos to singers like Diana
Krall, Andrea Bocelli and Julie Andrews.
Hard to believe but when Karyn arrived in 1988, “I told Good Shepherd I would only be with them for two
years, thinking I would move at the end of the Masters in 1990. But when I reached that point, I didn’t feel
‘finished’”. Although she was likely referring to getting a doctorate in music, perhaps she was also thinking a
little bit about our parish. Karyn, Good Shepherd loves you madly! Please, never be finished with us!
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Talor Marren
Keisha Stokes
Kelly Chacchia
Leah Nelson
Michael Zurell
Sarah Zurell
Jonathon Ragan
Caryl Sweeney
Marj Matzky
Gene Nitschke
Jane Chamberlain
William Semmler
Jerry Smart
Landon Bryant
Beth Dinan
Mary Lou Mason
Gena Brennick
Gerard Pilecki
Pauline Stebbins
Kris Murray
Nathan Martin
Cynthia Lindquist
Ellie Allen
Mary Ann Lagergren
Karyn Robbins
Sophie Markovitz
Erica Ragan
Kate Jackson
Judi Giovinazzo
Jeff Arnold
Kinley Dimartino
Allan Cotsonas
Marlene Allen
Steve Robb
Art Mason
Craig Dennison
Maureen Marr
Kaitlyn Petrotta
Cristin Ensign
Helen Yorkey
Cassidy Bishop
John Russo

Paul Markham
Allison Bohannon
Roch Whitman
Allison Peterson
Cheryl Corson
Thomas Curtin
Glen Moorhouse
Shawn Petrotta
Ben Robinson
Daniel Guerin
Katherine Edwards
Alex Barbato
Walter Von Kaenel
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Carolyn Nelson
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Dana Seitzinger
Colin Bryant
Steve Vullo
Troy Geloso
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06/01
06/01
06/02
06/03
06/04
06/04
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/06
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/08
06/08
06/09
06/11
06/15
06/17
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06/18
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06/19
06/20
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06/22
06/22
06/23
06/23
06/23
06/23
06/24
06/25
06/25
06/25
06/25
06/26
06/26
06/27
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06/29
06/30

08/01
08/01
08/03
08/03
08/04
08/04
08/04
08/05
08/06
08/07
08/07
08/07
08/08
08/08
08/08
08/09
08/10
08/11
08/12
08/14
08/15
08/15
08/15

Sarah Edwards
Samantha Yelle
John Murray
David Wille
Sue Pearson
Matthew Darrer
Lisa Peets
Nancy LeFevre
Abigail Costello
Nancy Whitman
Charles Mackay
Eugene Zona
Judith Meyer
Richard Robinson
Judy Burkardt
Donna Granger
Joseann Falzone
Nathan Hearne
Neil Giudice
Bill Munch
Kenny Hearne
Karissa White
Joe Bishop
Diana Taylor
Stella Hearne
Alma Austin
Violet Nelson
Brandi Bishop
Christopher Marren
Ken Van Nort
Jamie Bishop
Jack Markovitz

A
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Katilynn White
Justin Chacchia
Lisa Dunn
Lynn Helmer
Ann Blum
Michael Edwards
Deborah McLean
Gordon Semmler
Andrew Ragan
Richard Reid
Frederick Murphy
Katherine Peterson
Luke Geloso
Garrick Centola
Sarah Dennison
Brandi Bishop
Rick Switzer
Nancy Caulkins
Joyce Bowne
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07/01
07/02
07/03
07/03
07/03
07/04
07/09
07/11
07/11
07/12
07/13
07/13
07/14
07/16
07/16
07/17
07/18
07/18
07/19
07/20
07/20
07/21
07/25
07/26
07/26
07/26
07/27
07/27
07/28
07/29
07/30
07/30

08/17
08/18
08/19
08/20
08/20
08/20
08/21
08/22
08/22
08/23
08/24
08/25
08/25
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/27
08/28
08/30
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Notecards

St. Andrew’s Chapel
Winter Scene (A)

Winter Scene (B)

Interior (A)

N

Summer Scene

ote cards of St. Andrew’s Chapel are available for $1.00
each. There are now FIVE available, two interior images
and three exterior scenes. Cards can be ordered through
Martha Conte, 315-524-5310 or Carolyn Pfrommer, 315524-9281. Envelopes are included. Proceeds will benefit the
Chapel Fund.

Windows
set of seven

ctua
Sanpanoramary

Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows and
the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of $15.00
each.

Interior (B)

In addition, Mugs and Note Cards
of the individual stained glass
windows can be ordered at a cost of
$10.00 for each mug and each set of
(7) 5x7 cards.
All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
church. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any of
these items. Thank you.

~ Maureen & Peter Marr

The summer worship schedule begins on June 24th

St. Andrew’s at 9:00am

Good Shepherd at 11:00am
Have a blessed summer!
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KARYN ROBBINS -- A JOYOUS CELEBRATION
by Richard Reid

On June 10, about 140 members of the Good Shepherd Church family gathered in Fairport at the Eagle Vale
Golf Club’s Argyle Grill to celebrate Dr. Karyn Robbins’ 30 years of ministry as Organist and Director of
Choirs. In the seasoned hands of Annie Bishop and Marj Matzky, plans for the event had been percolating
since January. Shhh! They whispered to all. Keep it a secret!
And somehow we did, as the look on Karyn’s face in the accompanying photograph confirms.
Emcee Mike Rosato kept the proceedings moving right along, though not quite as briskly as Karyn guiding
the Adult Choir through an anthem. First he called upon Bob and Carol Markham to reminiscence about how
Karyn was selected. The whole choir – then all 8 or 9 of them – gave input. Bob recalled, “She took a rag-tag
bunch and taught us how to really sing,” noting her trademark patience and “her ability to work with crazy
people.” Karyn has nurtured many musicians over the years, citing himself as one example: at age 61, Bob
learned to play the trumpet after a few months under her guidance. Then it was Bill and Brenda Munch’s turn
to spill some secrets “from inside the choir room.” Bill told of the Great French Rebellion – when the choir
refused to sing in French for a Council of Churches performance; of the sterno fire at a Boar’s Head Feast
that only the choir saw; and when someone’s ring tone on a phone cried out, “Answer Me! Answer Me!”
during a momentary lull in a performance of the Hallelujah Chorus (which didn’t cause conductor Karyn,
ever the professional, to miss a beat). Brenda mused about Karyn’s ability to keep the Chime Choir in line,
likening it to herding a mob of cats. In general, she concluded, “Karyn makes us believe we can rise to the
occasion – and somehow we do.”
Next it was Bobby Rosato’s turn to blab some junior choir stories, the highlight of which was fessing up to
being the one who unknowingly set off the fire alarm during a rehearsal. Deacon Steve Robb shared how he
and wife, Sally, came to join Good Shepherd from a Lutheran church. Fr. Lance was Dr. Robb’s “C & E
patient”—he always showed up before Christmas and Easter to get preventative treatment so he would not
miss a service -- when Steve invited Fr. Lance and Karyn to go on their church’s trip to Jerusalem. Spending
two weeks together in the same bus seats enabled the four of them to get to know each other quite well,
bonding especially over the matter of taking photos.
Steve Robb then called up the Adult Choir to surround Karyn as he presented her with a large box. Alluding
to “The Wizard of Oz,” he explained Karyn had no need of a brain, a heart, or courage – clearly, she already
has them -- but she did need what was in the box . . . a bust of J.S. Bach, her favorite composer. (Your
reporter wonders if she, like Schroeder from the comic strip Peanuts who keeps a bust of Beethoven on his
piano, will be tempted to keep Bach on her piano as she rehearses the choirs; we’ll see.) When it was Fr.
Lance’s turn to talk about his wife, he referenced his day’s tweet: “Leadership is not about titles, positions or
flowcharts. It’s about one life influencing many others.”
The afternoon concluded with an “Open Mic” session, enabling an array of talent from teens to seniors to
perform. The adjacent photos give a glimpse of what was presented. A highlight was Jack Brennick’s original
song, a witty tribute to Karyn in rehearsal: “I’ve Lost Control of the Choir Once Again.” Our final words
belong to Karyn. “I wish to thank everyone for the wonderful surprise. Everyone has been so supportive
throughout these 30 years, and especially to Lance who has inspired, supported, and encouraged me. It is a
joy to be part of this Good Shepherd family. I will never forget this wonderful celebration. Thank you.”
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As we put the Newsletter to bed for the summer, we are delighted to share some words from Keisha Stokes. Sunday, June
10th was this beloved child of God’s very first homily as a seminarian. It was a double treat for all of us, because that day
just so happened to be the day we were celebrating Karyn’s ministry at Good Shepherd. Keisha did a beautiful job weaving
together reflections on the Gospel (Christ focusing on a wider family) with moving words about Karyn’s profound impact on
our Good Shepherd family.

Homily:Keisha Stokes
June 10, 2018

Good Morning! I want to begin by saying how thrilled and excited I am to be here this morning. As many
of you probably know, I have just completed my first year of seminary at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity and I
have been assigned to do my field education at Church of the Incarnation in Penfield. I started at Incarnation the first
Sunday in March. While I have seen many of you at various events since then because I can’t seem to be able to stay
away from this place, I am so grateful for the opportunity to worship with my Good Shepherd family this morning.
Today is the third Sunday after Pentecost. The readings in the season after Pentecost invite us to walk with
Jesus in his ministry as he meets and greets people around Galilee, preaching and teaching. In today’s Gospel
reading, Jesus is sitting with a crowd and telling a parable- one of his favorite ways of teaching a lesson. Toward the
end of the story, his mother and brothers join the crowd outside and the people with Jesus say to him, “your mother
and brothers are outside, asking for you.” “Who are my mother and brothers?” he replies. Given that Jesus probably
does not see his family all that often, his reaction to the news that they are right outside might surprise us. Jesus’
family is not mentioned too often in the Gospels. We hear about them most during the events at the beginning and
end of his life. Jesus does not live with his family. He is a traveler who has met many people along his journey. His
closest companions and confidants are not his brothers or parents, but his twelve apostles who travel with him and
whom he had just appointed in the seven verses immediately before we pick up the story this morning. Mark goes on
to tell us, “And looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here is my mother and brothers! Whoever does the
will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’” It may look like Jesus is rejecting his family. Instead of going out
to happily greet them or send someone else out to welcome them inside, he almost dismisses their presence. For a
man like Jesus, however, the traditional concept of family was not as important as some people wanted it to be. For
Jesus, his kindred includes anyone and everyone who does the will of God…the will of his Heavenly Father. His
family does not consist solely of his mother and brothers; his family consists of all of those gathered around him.
Here, close to the beginning of his ministry, Jesus is saying something about those who matter to him. He is casting
his net wide and inviting those who are craving love, acceptance, and relationship in. He does not want to do this on
his own. If he did, he would not have appointed twelve apostles to preach and teach and walk with him. Jesus knows
how important it is to surround himself with people he loves. He also knows that he needs and wants his wider
community, his wider family, as much as they need and want him.
We are all familiar with the phrase “wider family.” We often call Good Shepherd our “family” even though
we are not all related. As Jesus showed, we realize the value in surrounding ourselves with people whom we love
and care about and we see ourselves as brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers to each other. Good Shepherd is a
wonderfully unique place to call home. I have always thought this, but now that I am a little further removed from
the weekly happenings here, I know for certain that we are extremely blessed to call Good Shepherd our church
home and to know that we have family here. We look out for each other and we all know we have someone from
Good Shepherd we can turn to in both happy and sad times.
If you look in your update, you will notice that today’s Everyday Steward is Karyn Robbins. This year
marks the thirtieth anniversary of Karyn’s ministry as the organist and choir director here at Good Shepherd and I
think we would all agree that that is cause for celebration. We are well-known in the Diocese for a couple of thingsour coffee hours and our music- so I think it is fitting that we are celebrating the woman responsible for our fabulous
music. I am not normally a numbers person, but if you do the math, thirty years times 52 Sundays a year is 1,560
Sundays. That’s a lot of Sundays! If you add to that the hours of rehearsals Karyn has devoted to our choirs and
musicians over those 30 years, it is clear why we have one of the best (if not THE BEST) church music programs
around. I am not sure many churches can boast a twenty-plus person four-part choir, an eleven-piece brass
ensemble, two chime choirs, a Junior Choir and a Teen Choir. As someone who started in Junior Choir as a fourth
grader and worked her way up, I know I am a better musician because of Karyn. Karyn can find the talent in anyone,
including priests who claim they don’t read music. Last Sunday our teens shared their musical talents at the annual
Teen Concert and I would bet all of them would say Karyn has played a role in their decision to be musicians. Karyn
is not only an amazing teacher and choir director, she is also a loving and supportive friend and I so value her
wisdom and advice.
As I have reflected on Karyn’s influence on the life of our community, a few adjectives come to mind. One of the
first words that comes to mind is patience. Karyn is one of the most patient people I know. When I was in middle
school and high school, Teen Choir was at 7:30 on Sunday nights. Every other Sunday, the youth group (continued)
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would meet at 6:15 and occasionally, we would have ice cream sundaes….and then go Teen Choir. I
remember walking into the music room and enthusiastically announcing to Karyn, “we had ice cream!” Looking
back, I don’t know how she was able to get anything done at Teen Choir with a room of sugar-filled teenagers, but
somehow, she was still able to help us make beautiful music. Karyn patiently puts up with chatty chime players and
chatty singers with a smile and a gentle reminder that it is time to get back to work.
Karyn is confident and determined. I cannot count the number of times Karyn has pulled out a piece of
music, both at Chimes and Adult Choir and said “you’re so good, you can do this.” We’ll read through the music,
look at Karyn and say something to the effect of “are you sure?” But lo and behold, we pull it off. Karyn tends to
have more faith in our musical abilities than we give ourselves credit for, but that is what good teachers do-they find
a way to teach even the most difficult things. This morning’s Chime Choir piece, which we will hear very shortly, is
a prime example of Karyn’s unwavering faith in our abilities.
Karyn is also a woman of incredible faith. She has taught me valuable lessons about trusting God, having
faith is what God has planned, and giving worries to God when the going gets tough. I so valued her tough questions
during my discernment process because she made me think about things I had not yet considered. Above all, I value
her advice. Karyn is always ready to listen and always says what I need to hear just when I need to hear it.
So-thank you Karyn for all that you have done for this place and its people over the past thirty years. Thank
you for the lives you have touched, for the time you have given, and the love you have shared. Thank you for the
care you have shown to countless musicians and for having the patience and faith to welcome even the youngest
members of our family into the world of music. You really do embody what it means to take care of the wider
family.
When Jesus looked around at the crowd and said “this is my family,” he was empowering all those around
him to be leaders with him. He was affirming their worth and importance to him and his ministry. Here at Good
Shepherd, we have taken up this charge with enthusiasm. Our goal as Christians is to show the world what love
looks like. Our goal as Episcopalians is to be faithful members of the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement by
living out our call to love and serve one another. We are called to be leaders of a movement that spreads compassion
and hope. We are called to be a family who is guided and strengthened by one another. I have learned how to a a
leader, how to demonstrate love and compassion, and how to have faith because I was formed in this Good Shepherd
family. We have leaders who have empowered us to be fully active, indispensable members of the Body of Christ as
we live it out in this place. Together, we live out the Jesus Movement in some pretty remarkable ways. We are a
family that can do amazing things together and I for one am incredibly grateful to be a member of such a wonderful
family. Amen.
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