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Into the literal and figurative darkness of this world, comes the Light.
Advent, of course, means “coming.” The gracious and awe-filled first coming of our Lord, touching,
redeeming, and loving us in our humanity. The final coming of our Lord, when we will know that, in the
end, your gracious rule will prevail. Evil can never ultimately triumph, love always will. Even more
astounding -- the ways in which Christ comes to us each and every day.
And so this Advent, I invite you pray with me. Come Lord Jesus.
Come Lord Jesus—into our brokenness and bring healing.
Come Lord Jesus—bring hope when we feel despair.
Come Lord Jesus—bring meaning into our lives, remind us that we matter, we have a purpose.
Come Lord Jesus—form and shape us more and more into your Beloved Community.
Come Lord Jesus—remind us of how many gifts you bestow upon us.
Come Lord Jesus—teaching us that we are never alone.
Come Lord Jesus—strengthen us to bear one another’s burdens, help us to celebrate our diversity, enable
us to know the dignity of every human person.
Come Lord Jesus—that we may know that we are forgiven, that we are a beloved child of God.

May this Advent be an opportunity to deepen our relationship with you and with one another. May we
grow this Advent in love and trust, know that you are doing for us far more than we can ask or imagine.
Quicken our hearts as we celebrate your presence with us and deep in the hearts of those around us.
Come Lord Jesus.
Faithfully,
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With the holiday season in full swing I hope we all take time to reflect on
the past year counting our many blessings and gifts with God Shepherd
being towards the top of our lists.
The Vestry met 11/18 for our semi-annual retreat discussing matters of
concern and plans for our future. As of October our pledged income is
short by $70,000. Expenses are under control and have not changed
much from last year. With running any budget - as we all do for our own
households - we need to cover heat, air conditioning, water, electric,
insurances, refuse, lawn care, snow removal, salaries, repairs - anticipated
and not, etc. Last year we started the year with a deficit - not a huge one
but a deficit none the less. We are managing but this it is certainly an
area of deep concern.
The pasta dinner was another success!! Thank you to all who helped
prepare and all those who volunteered for setup, serving and clean
up!! A great collective effort and a wonderful meal!!

Vestry
Neil Giudice 233-5000
Kathy Stokes 506-7261
Roch Whitman 313-8427
Annie Bishop 752-5058
Mary Kay Butera 233-6688
Lisa Peets 671-8882
Tom Wawrzycki 749-0348
Tom Yourch 724-1744
Good Shepherd Finance
Dick Robinson 872-1670
Treasurer
Bruce Dunn 820-3401
Receiving Treasurer
Sharon White (315) 524-5634
Dispersing Treasurer

We will be doing Christmas baskets this year - watch for details. There
are also some sign up boards in the Narthex if you'd are interested in
volunteering to help feed the needy and help the homeless. There are so
many ways we can make a difference.

May the season bless you all!!
Georgia Interlicchia
Senior Warden

CHRISTMAS AT GOOD SHEPHERD

Convention Delegates

Jill Daddis 524-9372
Denise Junker 413-6286
Laura Rosato 298-1373
UPDATE Deadline:
Tuesdays by 10 am to
Church Office
NEWSLETTER Deadline:
20th of Each Month
Richard Reid 585-347-4839
writer2363@gmail.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Monday, December 24th at 4pm, 7pm and 11pm
(Each service is preceded by 15 minutes of carol singing)
Tuesday December 25th at 10am at St. Andrew’s Chapel
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“O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!”
Surprised Again!! Thank you so much!!!
Dear Good Shepherd Family:
Once again you took me by surprise! Thank you so very much for the wonderful
Shutterfly album of memories from the party you threw for my anniversary. I treasure it.
I think the photographers captured almost everyone in the room. And thank you all for
your loving words that were framed so beautifully to hang on my wall.
I thank each and every one of you for these gifts and for your great love and support. To
the photographers and planners who put these together, thank you. To the musicians who
give of their musical talents to worship our Lord, thank you. It is a joy to work with you
in glorifying our God with music. And to Lance, who encourages me, inspires me, and
supports me in all I do. I am blessed with a wonderful partner. And I am blessed with
you, our Good Shepherd family.
Advent begins on Sunday, Dec. 2. We will start lighting the candles in our Advent
wreath while we sing a favorite musical setting by Joel Raney called “God with Us,
Emmanuel.” It is for congregation and choir.
If you are wondering what to do on Sunday, December 9 – come to Cherry Ridge and
listen to our Chime Choir play Christmas carols. The Chime Choir will perform between
2:00 and 3:00 p.m. They will play traditional favorites, such as “Hark the Herald Angels
Sing and “Silent Night.” They will also entertain with such pop classics as “Rudolph”
and “Winter Wonderland.” And of course, a bell choir has to play “Jingle Bells!”
Come, enjoy!
On Sunday, December 16, the children and youth of the parish will present their
Christmas Pageant. It’s called “Bethlehemian Rhapsody.”
Remember, 15 minutes of Christmas caroling precedes the beginning of our Christmas
Eve liturgies. Plan to join in singing Christmas carols at 3:45, 6:45 and 10:45 p.m. on
Christmas Eve. Let’s join the angels’ song as we sing.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

?
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Tuesdays, 10:00 am

Stitchers

Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey of faith and grant that those who

The Good Shepherd Stitchers meet every Thursday in the
church library from 9:30am to 11:00am. We welcome
anyone who would like to join us, no skills required! Our
Book Club often meets monthly on the third or fourth
Thursday of the month between 10am and 11am (although
the conversation has been known to continue at the next
Stitchers meeting).
The Stitchers have been busy knitting and sewing fleece
hats for those in need. We gathered at my home for a
“sweatshop” sewing experience to finish up. A good time
was had by all as we enjoyed a time of fellowship and
creativity. Thank you to everyone who has worked at
home, leaving your beautiful hats and scarves in our
basket. It’s impossible to mention everyone by name but
you are all truly appreciated!
Our outputs over the past year have touched many people
in our community. From people who have a basic need to
keep warm, preemie babies, cancer survivors and school
children, they have all felt your love and caring!
Note: January’s book has been changed. It is now, The
Tatooist of Auschwitz, a novel by Heather Morris, which
was inspired by the real-life experiences of Holocaust
survivor Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov. Amazon designated it a
“Best Book” for September 2018. It will be discussed on
January 17th. February’s book will be an old-time classic:
The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgsen Burnett.
--- Janet Maier

teach and those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dec. 4: The Catholic Church: A History: “Jesus, the
Church’s Creation & Its First
Institutions (Great Courses DVD by
Prof. William Cook, SUNY Geneseo)
Dec. 11: Great World Religions: Islam –
“Muhammad & the Quranic Worldview”
(Great Courses DVD by Prof. John L.
Esposito, Georgetown University)
Dec. 18: Dr. Karyn Robbins Presents “More Stories
About Christmas Carols” followed
by Luncheon at Jeremiah’s Tavern, Penfield
(Notify Richard Reid if going)
Dec. 25: Christmas Day -- no program
Jan. 1: New Year’s Day – No program
Jan. 8:

Museum Masterpieces: The Louvre –
“17th Century Painters & French Painters
in Rome” (Great Courses DVD by Prof.
Richard Brettell, Univ. Of Texas at Dallas)

(Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the Narthex or Library; approximately 1
hour. Movies may run longer)

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS FOR SALE !

Filled with coupons and savings for many area
restaurants, theaters, golf courses, shops, etc.
Makes a great Christmas gift, and the proceeds
go towards building the school in Costa Rica.
$25.00 each. If interested, call Sally Robb at
585-704-7062, or Deacon Steve at 585-738-6337.

Litany of Healing and Remembrance
Tuesday, December 18th, 7pm at Good Shepherd
The Christmas season can be a lonely time for a person when a loved one suddenly isn’t there, indeed, may never be
there beside you again. Since 2009, Fr. Lance has held this special liturgy for people to remember those whom they have
loved and lost, enabling them to bring that hurt to God. In a season when society expects people to be cheerful and
happy the liturgy assures us that it’s okay not to be. This is not a service for everyone but if your spirits are heavy, know
that you are not alone because God came to redeem us, to restore and strengthen us, to give us peace and to wipe away
our tears
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Outreach
at Good Shepherd
by Yvonne Arnold

Your gifts of generosity and endless support for the Outreach work at Good Shepherd leave me
knowing that there will always be a caring and giving community here. We are blessed with so
many angels, quietly and diligently going about their ministries, taking care of others and their
needs. Thanks be to God for each of you, for using your gifts, abilities and resources to take care
of those around you.
May Love surround you this season and always!
With Love and Gratitude,
Yvonne Arnold

Good Shepherd’s Meal Ministry
A Personal Story
As many of you know I am currently recuperating at home from major surgery. I was required to have a family
member take care of me for my first 2 weeks at home. My son, Shea, and his two oldest boys, James (14 yrs)
and Raymond (12 yrs) drove up from Georgia and stayed with me until November 15. My doctors required that
I was not to be left alone during my first two weeks making meal preparation and grocery shopping a challenge
for Shea.
As a result, many parishioners pitched in and provided us with complete and delicious meals. The cooks went
over and above board with these meals. I hadn't eaten this well in many months! My heartfelt “thank yous” are
extended to everyone who cooked, shopped, and delivered to my home. I do hope I will never be in need of this
ministry again but if anyone else among our church family needs meals, please don't hesitate to call Debra
Nelson or Barb Fornalik. They will take good care of you! The kindness and caring that was extended to me
and my family helped to make my transition from hospital to home much easier than expected. Thank you so
much for everything. There aren't enough words that says what I truly feel in my heart.
With deep respect,
Jane Chamberlain
Another note of thanksgiving from Bobby Rosato:
I would really like to thank the Good Shepherd Meal Ministry for the amazing and kind gesture of sending me
delicious food after my appendectomy. I would especially like to thank Debra and Ken Nelson for being the
amazing cooks and for the onsite delivery to the open mic I was hosting at the Fairport Brewing Company, on
my first day back to work. Thankfully, I did recover quickly from my procedure, but this food meant so much to
me (and was so very tasty). I truly felt the love from the Good Sheperd family. Thank you!!!
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GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH GROUP
by Bill & Terri Edwards

In November the Youth Group assisted with the Good Shepherd Pasta Supper. After the dinner the youth
had a fun evening of playing games. We started with an ice-breaker to get to know each other a little better
then played a round robin game of “Mad Libs”. Each person completed a sentence with a noun, verb or
adjective and then passed the paper on to eventually complete the silly story. There was much creativity and
laughter - watch out for the Noob Gamers. No Youth Group game night would be complete without a
competitive game of Spoons. We ended the evening with some interesting card mind games and of course
snacks were enjoyed by all.
An active December is planned for the Youth Group. On December 9th the youth will be collecting and
packaging Christmas Cookies during the 10:15 service in lieu of Sunday School. The cookies will be
delivered to Good Shepherd nursing home and home bound members when the youth go caroling on Sunday
December 16th at 2:00 PM. After the caroling there will be a pizza and game party at Bill and Terri Edwards
home.
The youth group is sponsoring the annual Christmas Eve Memorial Candle fund raiser. As we have done
for many years, the youth group will be placing votive candles on the window sills for our Christmas Eve
Services. The order form for candles is in the newsletter or available in the Narthax. This is a fund raiser for
the youth group. See Bill and Terri Edwards or Erica Ragan if you would like to learn more about youth
group.

Get into the Christmas spirit!!
Sunday December 9th
The Youth Group will be arranging Christmas Cookie Plates!
The cookies will be delivered by the youth to Good Shepherd nursing home and
home bound residents when they go caroling. Please bring a dozen of your favorite
holiday cookies to the church with you on Sunday. If possible, they really enjoy
homemade Christmas Cookies. The Youth will be arranging the cookies during the
10:15 am service in lieu of Sunday School. For more information contact: Bill and
Terri Edwards at (585) 872-3993.

December 2018______________________________________________________________________________________Page 7

A Meal & More
Time to shop! The holidays
are right around the corner…
A Meal & More …
supported by our
parish and our
diocese … needs
YOUR support---

All the grocery stores in our area have deals
on turkeys this month! Wegmans, Tops,
Walmart, Target, Hegedorn’s, Herrema’s …
anywhere you go to shop for the holidays,
sometimes you just need to ask….

Please put it on your list……. And leave
it for pick up in the narthex

SHOPPING LIST
 Eggs to
devil for
Lance
 for A MEAL
& MORE:







Turkeys
Coffee
Pasta: small for soup,
large for meals
Salad dressing
Stock for soup: chicken,
beef, turkey, vegetable

A Meal & More has been serving people in need since 1979. With the help of
a retired professional chef and many volunteers (including those from Good
Shepherd) and God, we serve, free of charge, hot, well-balanced, nutritious
meals to as many as 100 or more guests every Wednesday and Sunday in a
safe, inviting and clean environment. Guests include the homeless, disabled,
unemployed, elderly, children and anyone needing a helping hand at this
time in their lives.
See Debra Nelson for any questions.
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Milestones:
Celebrating our Good Shepherd
family
Congratulations to parishioner Erica Ragan whose short play,
Conversations in Mary’s Home, about the life of Susan B. Anthony, a
19th century leader in championing the extension of voting rights to
women and other human rights issues, was re-staged on Thursday,
November 8th at the Asbury First United Methodist Church in
Rochester as a private performance for the volunteers of the Susan B.
Anthony House. Many readers may recall when Erica presented her
play at Good Shepherd on November 10, 2017. The origin of the play
and its performance was covered in detail in the November and
December 2017 issues of this Newsletter.

Congratulations to parishioner Gwen Brennick, featured in a supporting role in the play, The Dividing
Line, at the BlackBox Theater in Rochester on October 25th, 27th and 28th. Gwen originated the role in
February 2018 when the play was first performed at Rochester's Multi-Use Community Cultural Center
(MUCCC). The play is about two young women, one black, one white, whose budding friendship in
Alabama in 1962 is challenged by racial conflict caused by Jim Crow laws.
Congratulations to parishioner Andrew Ragan for his lead role of
“Charlie Brown” in two of the four shows of the Peanuts comic strip
musical, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, presented on November
16 thru 18 at the Allendale Columbia School. Andrew was a member of
the ensemble for the other two shows. Younger brother, Jonathan
Ragan, served as Assistant Stage Manager for the shows.

DID YOU KNOW THAT?
A new, occasional short feature designed to inform, instruct, astound or amuse. All information
must be true and accurate. Readers are invited to submit items (roughly 50 to 250 words each)
for consideration to Content Editor Richard Reid, e-mail: writer2363@gmail.com

Staples recycles old computers/monitors, batteries and cell phones
By Bill Munch

We all know how hard it is to recycle outdated computers/monitors, cell phones, batteries, etc. It turns out that Staples
stores will recycle outdated computers/monitors, batteries, cell phones, etc. for no charge. I know this to be the case for
the Staples in Panorama Plaza on Old Penfield Road in Rochester because I just recycled an outdated PC of mine as
well as old batteries on 11/12/18. One item they won't recycle is old TVs. When I recycled my outdated PC, I was
given a coupon for $10 off on selected items for purchases over $30. I also had to sign a form that Staples will not be
responsible for data left on the item to be recycled. To make absolutely sure that no one would have access to data on
my old PC, what I did was to remove the hard drive (and physically destroy it) before bringing my PC in for recycle. I
was told that Staples ships these items to a place which melts them down and recovers/recycles specific metals from
these items. Note that, before making a trip to any stapes Staples store, it might make sense for you to call them to
make sure that this free recycle program is still going on.
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Stewardship Reflection

What Good Shepherd Means to Me
By Jeanne Wasmuth

I have been very blessed to be a member of Good Shepherd. There are not enough words to say
why I love Good Shepherd, yet I will try to gather a few. To me, Good Shepherd means home,
friends and inspiration. I am very grateful for all the friendships, prayers and blessings received
here. Two of the most important of the many, many reasons that Good Shepherd is very special to
me are our rector, Father Lance, and our Music Director, Karyn.
Were it not for all Fr. Lance’s support and many, many prayers, I would not have the courage to
fight on. His liturgies are always a blessing. And then there’s Karyn and all her beautiful music
from the many choirs she directs, especially the Chime Choir. Her music is always very inspiring
and her leadership of the choirs is truly beautiful to behold. I was fortunate enough to be privileged
to try out the chimes at a Tuesday Adult Forum program she conducted last year. God bless you. I
treasure your friendship.
Saint Andrew’s Chapel has always been special to me for its relaxed atmosphere. I love all the
liturgies both here and at Good Shepherd. My son-in-law Dale loves to attend St. Andrew’s too. I
am very, very grateful for all the fellowship, peace, prayers, love and help given to me by fellow
parishioners. I always feel very welcomed here.
I first came to Good Shepherd in June 2013 after meeting Fr. Lance through Joe Bishop, a
wonderful friend. Fr. Lance became my source of living and inspiration. He visited me at
Rochester General Hospital after I was told that I had a very rare form of cancer: Peritoneal
Mesothelioma which has no cure. I was told my life expectation was less than two years yet I am
still here five years later. A special “thank you” to Fr. Lance for his inspiration and prayers as well
as those received from many parishioners at Good Shepherd.
The Nativity scene set up in the Narthex (with the help of Joe Bishop who made the stand) during
the Christmas season was part of my family for many years. Many of the original porcelain
Fontaniti figures were purchased by my husband in Italy where he was working. I donated the set
to Good Shepherd three years ago.
I was a member of the Church of the Incarnation for over forty years. I have been a widow for 28
years; my husband, son and grandson are with the Lord. God has blessed me with three wonderful
daughters, four granddaughters, and five great grandchildren, as well as an extended family and
many friends. I feel I am truly blessed. My granddaughter Sherri Secriest and Mark Pellagra were
married at Good Shepherd and their children Lucas and Liana were baptized here. I have enjoyed
many social activities here and celebrated my 86th birthday here.
May God bless each of you for all your friendships, prayers, and memories I have of Good
Shepherd.
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2018 FESTIVAL OF CHOIRS
“There’s So Much to Be Thankful For”
by Richard Reid

On Sunday November 4th, ten choirs performed in Webster’s annual “Festival of Choirs” from:
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
St. Rita’s Catholic Church
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
United Methodist Church of Webster
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Webster Baptist Church
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
Webster Presbyterian Church
St. Paul’s Catholic Church
Webster United Church of Christ
Held at the Webster Presbyterian Church, the evening program’s collected offering benefited
three local charities: Hope House, Santa’s Workshop for Hospitalized Children, and Webster
Community Chest. The evening was dedicated to Sylvia Chambers who had been the choir
director at Webster Presbyterian for 40 years. Bible readings were interspersed between the
performances and all three of our clergy were among those clergy participating: first, Deacon
Barbara Fornalik, followed by Deacon Steve Robb, and then Fr. Lance Robbins.
The Good Shepherd choir, 18 strong, performed Deacon Steve Robb’s hymn, “Under This
Roof,” accompanied by parishioner George Daddis. Where was Dr. Karyn Robbins, you ask? If
you looked sharply, you would have seen her among the 18 singers, a rare break and treat for her
and us. The finale had the ten choirs combine, roughly 147 singers, for the song, “Thankful,” in
which the refrain, “there’s so much to be thankful for,” was repeated several times. There was
indeed: for all the talent in evidence that evening, for the harmony of an ecumenical service in
the Webster community, and for the many blessings each of us has received from God’s grace.
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Bishop Singh Visits Good Shepherd
Confirmation Sunday 2018

Sunday November 11 was an important milestone in the spiritual life of 14 parishioners: seven
were confirmed and seven were received from other faiths. In the words of Fr. Lance, who led
the Confirmation class over the course of a few months, “It is great group and all are wonderful
additions to our community.”
Those Confirmed: Jennifer Hefley, Edward Kushall, Isabel O"Neil, Seamus O"Neil, Allison
Peterson, Katherine Peterson, and, Jonathan Ragan.
Those Received: George Daddis, Joseph Interlicchia, Thomas Kessler, Christopher Nuccitelli,
Christopher Peterson, Pauline Stebbins, Roch Whitman
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As seen
at
Good Shepherd

Jonathan Ragan
played “He is King
of Kings” during
the Offertory on
Nov. 4th

The Youth Group served parishioners at
the Pasta Dinner fund-raiser for
Outreach on November 10th

(and around town!)

Although Karyn was feted back in
June for her 30th Anniversary at
Good Shepherd, the official date was
in November so Annie & Marj made
a presentation to Karyn on
November 18th of a photo album and
framed signatures of parishioners
from that June party.

Many arrivals to the
Narthex on November
18th placed their 2019
Pledge Card here but if
you didn’t there’s still
time to make your
commitment to Good
Shepherd.
Following a Thanksgiving Eve
Liturgy at 6pm, nearly 35
parishioners gathered in the Parish
Hall for a potluck Thanksgiving
Dinner.

Good Shepherd served up
both beautiful chime
music AND hots at
Webster’s White
Christmas in the Village!
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Notecards

St. Andrew’s Chapel

N

Kathleen Rivera
Jill Burch
Kimberly Yourch
Kaitlyn Koneski
Frank Roselli
Hannah Bauerschmidt
Larry Therkildsen
Stephen Meyer
Eleanor Bauerschmidt
Gordon Wilbert
Debra Nelson
John Van Hooydonk
Jack Brennick
Ellie Martin
Madeline Peterson
Pam Brashich
Pam Russo
Bill Comella
Patricia Delperdange
Larry Howe
Andrea Lorenzo
Ruth Jacque
Sherri White
Lisa Robinson
Deb Anderson
Terri Edwards
Rolin Peets
Norma Osborne
Nancy Stones

12/01
12/04
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/08
12/10
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/31
12/31
12/31
12/31

Windows
set of seven

ctua
Sanpanoramary

Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows and
the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of $15.00
each.

ote cards of St. Andrew’s Chapel are
available for $1.00 each. There are now
FIVE available, two interior images and three
exterior scenes. Cards can be ordered through
Martha Conte, 315-524-5310 or Carolyn
Page | 1
Pfrommer, 315-524-9281. Envelopes are
included. Proceeds will benefit the Chapel
Fund.

Interior (A)

Interior (B)

Winter Scene (A)

Summer Scene

Winter Scene (B)

In addition, Mugs and Note Cards
of the individual stained glass
windows can be ordered at a cost
of $10.00 for each mug and each
set of (7) 5x7 cards.
All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
church. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any of
these items. Thank you.

~ Maureen & Peter Marr

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL CANDLES
To enhance our Christmas Eve service, the youth will place lighted memorial candles on the church window
ledges. Each candle may be offered in one of three ways: “In Memory Of,” “In Thanksgiving For,” and “In Honor
Of” living or deceased persons. A list of donors and recipients will be published in the church bulletin. You may
have a candle dedicated at a cost of $2.00 per entry. Donations should be placed in an envelope along
with form stating the name of the honoree and the donor. Envelopes should be marked as “Christmas Eve
Memorial Candles” (checks should be made payable to “Church of the Good Shepherd” with Christmas Eve
Candles in the memo line). Your donation can be placed in the labeled box in the narthex or sent to the church
office (please do not put your donation in the collection plate). Please return by Sunday, December 16th. The
memorial candle sale is a fund-raiser for the youth group. If you have any questions, please call Bill Edwards at
585-872-3993 or e-mail at bille@rochester.rr.com. Thank you for your support.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL CANDLES
In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

In Thanksgiving For:

__________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

__________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

__________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

__________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

Donated By:________________________________

Total $_________________

Please place your order in the box in the narthex labeled “Christmas Eve Memorial Candles.”
Do not put candle orders in the collection plate! All orders are due by Sunday, December 16.

