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Dear Friends in Christ:
This month we celebrate Thanksgiving. I’m grateful and thankful for each and every one of you. I’d like to
share the following story of the Earth Rug this time. We shared this story recently during our EFM seminar. I
love the analogy. God has created each and every one of you. Everyone has a place. Everyone contributes to
our life together. You have a purpose, and you belong. You are indeed God’s Beloved.
Your presence, your abilities, your love and caring, make us all richer indeed. We could not be the community
we are without you.
Holding you deep in my heart.
The Earth Rug
The old Navaho woman sits silently in front of her loom weaving as generations before her have
done. Outside her Hogan, she works with the upright loom swiftly forming the natural yarn into a sacred
pattern. Her rug seemingly forms by itself. She has done this for so many years that routine, not thought
guides her hands. The familiar actions quiet her mind thereby allowing images to form within her. The
images carry her thoughts into a daydream: “Our lives are like this rug. We are formed by the Cosmic
Woman who makes this world on her loom. Each of us becomes as she weaves us into her Earth Rug. The
various colors and textures interrelate to form the world. Each different thread has a place. Each contributes
to the whole. Nothing is unintended. All have purpose. Everything belongs.”

Faithfully,
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As I write this text, I can say this has been a beautiful fall day. Very
similar to Saturday October 19th when several of us went on the Harbor
Town Belle boat trip. Mailaini Brennick celebrated her 9th birthday and
even had the opportunity to drive the boat. The fall colors were
spectacular and a good time was had by all.
With fall comes the Stewardship Campaign. Several volunteers are
helping to get ready. Stewardship takes place in many forms. We give
of our time and our talents throughout the year and we also need to
remember the church is like our second home and the bills must be
paid. We have not one but several furnaces, the electricity to heat and
cool the church is outrageous. The lawns need to be cut and the parking
lot plowed.
We have the best priest and choir director anyone could ask for and our
secretary is top notch. We need to financially take care of the ones who
take care of us. They are there for us in our best of times and our worst
of times. Please be generous with your pledges this year. With that
said, a pledge is what you hope to be able to give. If your finances
change, we understand. No one comes after you to collect. We just
need a general idea so that we are able to plan our budget.
We are excited about the luncheon on Wednesday October 30th. It will
take place immediately following the noon Eucharist. If you are unable
to drive, contact Yvonne Arnold and we have people who will drive or
bring a friend who is able to drive. The more the merrier. The luncheon
is free!!!
We have asked Janet Maier to be our volunteer Human Resource
Coordinator. As the church has grown, we need to have more to help
with paperwork for our office and employees. To give one example, Fr.
Lance pointed out that he would have loved to have help with the
paperwork required for his disability insurance when he was sick. We
also have outside services and outside contracts that Janet will be
dealing with. Thank you, Janet, for helping us with this.
Please sign up for Coffee Hour. We pride ourselves on the table that is
set every week and also for the fellowship that we share on Sundays
after church. There is an online sheet as well as the poster in the
Narthex.
Have a blessed day!
Marj Matzky, Senior Warden
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“Now thank we all our God,
with heart, and hands, and voices!”
(Martin Rinckart)
As I write this article, we have just participated in the annual Festival of Choirs. It was a wonderful
evening of song. It was exciting to join with 150 other choir members to sing two special anthems.
Thank you to all of you who were able to attend and enjoy the music! And thank you to the Adult Choir for
sharing your music and time with so many. It was a great evening. Just a heads-up…..mark your calendars
for October 25, 2020! Good Shepherd will be hosting the Festival of Choirs next year!
During the month of November, the Chime Choir is busily preparing Christmas music for two concerts! We
hope you can come and enjoy the familiar carols on chimes.
On Saturday, Dec. 7, the Chime Choir will participate in the White Christmas in the Village Festival. From
5:00 – 6:00, the chimers will play at the Four Corners in Webster. You’ll hear many favorites such as “Joy
to the World”, “We Three Kings” and everyone’s favorite, “Silent Night.” And, of course, we can’t forget
“Jingle Bells”, “Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer” and more!!!
Then on Sunday, Dec. 8 at 2:00 pm the Chime Choir will perform at Cherry Ridge on Ridge Road in
Webster. In addition to the songs above, we will play the beautiful “Ukranian Bell Carol” and a peal of
bells with a medley of carols in “Christmas Collage”
At the end of November we celebrate Thanksgiving with a liturgy on Thanksgiving Eve. We will join
together in singing many hymns of thanks and gratitude to God for our many blessings.
May you have a blessed Thanksgiving and enjoy the music of the coming holiday season!
“Hark! How the bells, sweet silver bells,
All seem to say, “Throw cares away!”
(by Wilhousky in “Carol of the Bells”)
?
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Hear
Ye
Hear
Ye

Good Shepherd

Tuesdays, 10:00 am

A
N
D

Eternal God, bless us as we continue in our journey of faith and grant
that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be the source

Nov 5:

of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stitchers

A Summary of Rochester Diocesan Convention –
A presentation by Fr. Lance Robbins.

Everyone is welcome to join the Good
Shepherd Stitchers at our weekly meetings in
the Parish Hall on Thursday from 9:30 until
11:30am. Our Book Club meets monthly,
generally on the third or fourth Thursday of
the month between 10am and 11am (although
the conversation has been known to continue
at the next Stitchers meeting).

Nov 12: “Math & Music” a program presented by
parishioner Brenda Munch.
Nov 19: The Catholic Church: A History: “Peace in the
Roman Empire, and, Institutional and Doctrinal
Developments” (Great Courses DVD by Prof.
William Cook, SUNY Geneseo)
Nov 26: Wonders of the National Parks: A Geology of
North America: “Crater Lake, Olympic, North
Cascades & Alaskan Volcanoes” (Great Courses
DVD by Ford Cochran of National Geographic)
Dec 3:

An Advent/Christmas Program -- A presentation
by Fr. Lance Robbins.

(Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the Narthex or Library; approximately 1
hour. Movies may run longer)

I hope by now you have all had a chance to visit
our very professional looking library. It’s much
easier to find a book now. We have been given
some new books lately. Chicken Soup for the
Soul by Jack Canfield and in large print. Three
books on some of the ladies of the Bible - Sarah,
and Mary of Nazareth both by Marek Halter and
Esther by Angela Hunt. If you donate a book to
the library would you please put a note in it
saying that this is what you are doing. Sometimes
I am never sure. Thanks. Also we have a new
DVD in the Great Courses series -- this one is on
The Cathedral. Take advantage of our new
enlarged space. Happy reading!
---- Marilyn Nuffer
Your church library is open whenever
the church is open.

As the cold weather approaches the Stitchers
will begin our annual hat project. We make
hats for those, young and old, who are less
fortunate. There is a basket of yarn and
patterns in the Narthex if you would like to
help this worthwhile cause. The Stitchers are
in need of yarn and fleece, in good
condition. We would also appreciate gift
cards to Joann’s, Michaels or Hobby
Lobby. Many of the Stitchers provide all of
the materials and supplies for our many
Community Outreach projects out of their
own pockets. You help would be
appreciated!
Please note: there is no book discussion for
November, due to Thanksgiving. On
December 5th we will review, The Noel
Stranger, by Richard Paul Evans. This is the
second book in the “Noel” series. Last year
we read, The Noel Diary. Our January book
is, Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, by
Gail Hunneyman.
--Janet Maier
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GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH GROUP
If you are in Grades 6-12, please join the GS Youth Group on our fall gatherings! We would love
to see you. Our events are a lot of fun, the more the merrier! Below, see our Haunted Hayride
photos from October 26th.
Upcoming events:
November 16: Movie Night: ´It’s a Wonderful Life´
December 14: Seneca Falls Day Excursion: ´It’s a Wonderful Life´ weekend festival
December 15: Cookie collection, Caroling and Choir Caroling Party
Details to follow. Hope to see you!
Mrs. O´Neil
amoneil31@gmail.com

Mrs. Ragan
ekragan@gmail.com

We are always in need of new teachers! There is a weekly sign up through the
website Sign Up Genius. A lesson plan is always provided through an online
source. Please see Kim Youch if interested.
A big thanks to everyone who helped out with the Sunday School Party on
October 27th. Many hands make light work and it was wonderful to have the
help of so many. A lot of fun was had by all. Thank you!
As always, the month of December is a busy one! Set your calendars for the
Christmas Pageant on December 15th. Regular Sunday School will take place
on the 1st, 8th, 22nd, and the 29th.
By Robin Mason

Sunday School is involved with two projects; We are collecting pet food for
Meals on Wheels and non perishable food items for those who are in need.
Donations will be collected in the classrooms. Thank you for helping the
children participate in these.
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Outreach
at Good Shepherd
by Yvonne Arnold

ANGEL TREE COLLECTION COMING SOON!
Keeping with the Good Shepherd Christmas tradition of an Angel Tree, this holiday season we are
collecting items for the CRISIS NURSERY OF ROCHESTER. The Crisis Nursery of Rochester is one
of many important programs run by THE CENTER FOR YOUTH. Here is a summary from their web
page of their mission:


The Crisis Nursery of Greater Rochester – the only program of its kind in the Greater Rochester

region – delivers free, temporary childcare during family emergencies, including (but not limited
to): medical emergencies, unexpected illness, accidents, unemployment, mental health episodes,
unexpected death, domestic violence, homelessness, legal issues, unstable/unsafe housing.
 Available 24/7, this low-barrier service keeps babies and children safe and protects them from
potential abuse, neglector trauma and gives parents or caregivers time to work through the crises at
hand. As needed, families also receive referrals to community resources that can provide
permanent assistance. The Crisis Nursery cares for more than 1,000 babies and children
annually.


In the Spring of 2018 OWEN’S HOUSE opened its doors. Located in the northeast Beechwood
neighborhood of the City of Rochester, Owen’s House will allow us to increase access to crucial
services during a families time of need. With the increased space, we will ensure families have
access to safe & secure care during times of need.

The Angel Tree will be put up in the narthex around Thanksgiving. It will be decorated with tags that have
an item listed on the back of the tag. Items such as disposable baby diapers, disposable toddler briefs, gift
cards to Walmart and Wegmans, laundry detergent, and fabric softener are some of the essential everyday
items that are needed. A donation that is comfortable for you to make is greatly appreciated! Please do not
wrap these items but return them to the tree area. These will be collected each week and then delivered in
December. Your support is so appreciated by the Outreach committee and those who will receive these
items! THANK YOU!

Milestones:

Celebrating our Good Shepherd
family

Congratulations to parishioner Richard Reid.
His six-page article about the making of the
1937 movie musical, A Damsel in Distress,
which starred Fred Astaire, was just published
in the Fall 2019 issue of Films of the Golden
Age. It’s his fifth essay to appear in that
quarterly magazine.
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A MEAL & MORE
Photo:amealandmore.org

A MEAL & MORE:
GOOD SHEPHERD SERVES SOUP, SALAD,
& SO MUCH MORE!!!
A Meal and More serves, free of charge, nutritious meals to 100 or more guests at Christ
Church in Rochester every Sunday . Guests include the homeless, unemployed, children and
anyone needing a helping hand. Good Shepherd’s team help out the 1st Sunday of every month.
Please consider donating to this great community resource! The last pick up for the year from
the Narthex is on: November 24th

pasta – big & small
pasta (tomato) sauce
salad dressing
coffee
creamer
sugar
soup stock
juices by the gallon
seasonings (salt, pepper, garlic, paprika,
basil, oregano, cumin)
frozen ground turkey or turkey dogs
frozen turkeys or chicken parts
GIFT CARDS to a grocery store
Even just one item is a HUGE help!

Meal Ministry

Meal Ministry….
delivers light meals to members of our church family: young or old or in-between!
When a member of our congregation has been ill or injured, they need rest and
recuperation. Meal Ministry is there to help! PLEASE call us if you or someone
you know can benefit from this resource. And please give us a call if you
would like to join us and volunteer your help!
Barbara Fornalik (585) 216-2121 or Debra Nelson (585) 671-5581
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from reachadvocacy.org

REACH Home
by Marj Matzky

REACH Home is a winter homeless shelter that serves Rochester’s most needy men and women.
The acronym stands for Rochester Engaging in Action for the Chronically Homeless. Each year the
REACH team finds and renovates a site to house people who would otherwise be outside. Some shelters
allow their guests to sleep overnight but the guests have to get up in the morning and are out all day
long. They go to libraries and any place that will allow them in and then in the evening they return to the
shelter to sleep. At REACH Home, guests are encouraged to go to their appointments and set goals so
that at the end of the shelter season they will be able to find an apartment that they can call their home.
Some will make new friends and may even live together.
It is not easy to be homeless. It is a full time “job” to stay warm. Imagine how difficult it would be to
find employment if you didn’t have a phone or if you had no transportation or a shower? These people
don’t have computers to fill out job applications. They can wear out a pair of shoes in a few months.
Our church has been serving meals at the REACH Home since it opened four years ago. This year we
will be serving dinners twice a month. You have the ability to make a real difference in people’s lives.
Our church is “famous” at the house. We serve great meals because we are a great team. Some of us
cook food during the day and others go to the house in the evening to serve the meal. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. You can volunteer to prepare the main course which is meat, or a salad, a
desert, vegetables, pasta/potatoes, or donate a beverage of milk or juice.
Note: for more details about REACH visit their website -- https://reachadvocacy.org
or Facebook Page -- https://www.facebook.com/shelterforhomelessrochester/

WEBSTER COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
by Nancy Van Hooydonk

The purpose of the Webster Council of Churches is to unite the Webster community in worhship and
Christian service. To this end the Council supports and participates in the annual CROP Walk; supports
Hope House and the Webster Community Chest with holiday meals and other needs; sponsors a picnic
for the residents of Group Homes; sponsors the Festival of Choirs – wasn’t that concert last month
wonderful? – and works with the Webster Ministerium for ecumenical services.
The Webster Council of Churches meets monthly at various area churches generally the third Monday
afternoon of each month. The Webster Ministerium is composed of Protestant and Catholic clergy in
Webster. They usually meet the second Tuesday of each month for lunch and fellowship from noon to
1pm at various churches. Please see a member of the Outreach Committee or Nancy Van Hooydonk if
you would like to be Good Shepherd’s representative to the Council. Thank you.
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Stewardship Reflection

What Good Shepherd Means to Us
By Ellen Ralston

I’ve been asked to write about my home away from home during this Stewardship season. What comes to
mind initially is that Good Shepherd makes me feel like I’m HOME and that I’m with my family...my
CHURCH FAMILY...It’s a wonderful feeling.
I’ve attended Good Shepherd for close to 25 years now. My husband at the time’s friend from RIT was
Roch Whitman so we knew Lance. Our friends from Christ Church downtown also attended, Mike and
Laura Rosato. It was lovely knowing people at first . . . but we were welcomed by Nancy and John V. and
we knew others from my childhood Church of the Incarnation and our ‘family’ increased in numbers.
I quickly got involved as I had three boys in church school and I wanted to sing in the choir. I also helped
with Youth Group.
As the boys got older I was asked to join Vestry. That experience helped me understand Stewardship and
the importance of supporting the church. I served as Warden and it truly helped me value what Good
Shepherd meant to me and our Church Family.
Since then I have attended EFM and discovered gifts in myself that I can offer to Good Shepherd. I serve
communion and visit our elders. I was appointed to The CommissionOn Ministry and have served two
years. I still sing in the choir. I feel warmth and a welcoming feeling every time I enter the doors.
Please consider what Good Shepherd means to you as you consider your pledge. Please find a quiet moment
and pray about your pledge. Do you feel part of our family? Does Good Shepherd feel like home? I hope
so! Thank you for reading this.

Thanks to Senior Warden Marj Matzky
for organizing the annual Good Shepherd
Harbor Town Belle Boat Trip on the
Genesee River on Saturday October 19th.
Good weather. Good Fellowship.
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Exploring the Church of the Good Shepherd
By Richard Reid

Whenever you walk through our church or parish hall, often without realizing it, you
pass by many small nameplates with writing on them or diverse types of art or other
objects. What’s the story behind them? Here’s another article in our ongoing,
occasional series chronicling a bit of Good Shepherd’s history.

In This Issue . . . The Angel Window,
and The Fishers of Men Window
If Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn, American author Mark Twain’s two most
memorable literary creations are to be believed, not having to go to school was just
about the best thing that could ever happen to a boy. Far from the schoolhouse,
barefoot, fishing on a riverbank, now that was how boyhood should be lived! Had
they been more aware of history they might have been envious of peasant boys who
lived in Europe during the Middle Ages, say anywhere from 500 to 1200 for whom
school didn’t exist. Only clerics in the Catholic Church and a few members of
royalty received any instruction in such skills as reading, writing and arithmetic. So
how did the average commoner come to know all the familiar Biblical stories from
the Old and New Testaments? Aside from the oral tradition, there were stained glass
windows depicting Biblical scenes in larger churches and throughout cathedrals.
Good Shepherd has eight such windows all created by local artist Valerie O’Hara of
Rochester’s Pike Stained Glass Studios. In past issues of the Newsletter over the
years, we’ve looked at four of them. Today, we briefly focus on two more.
“The Angel Window” as it has been dubbed, located just to the right of the altar
depicts a seated Jesus and an angelic child. An accompanying text cites Joshua 1:9,
words which don’t seem to easily mesh with the image until you know the
background story. The window was arranged for by the friends and family of
former parishioners Tom and Dawn Record as a way to help assuage their grief over
the loss of their very young daughter, Abby, to brain cancer. Working from a
photograph, the artist drew Abby’s image on the angel’s face and wrote Joshua’s
words in the glass, both intended to offer comfort when the parents came to church
which, Fr. Lance observes, is just sporadic now.
“The Fishers of Men Window” has a different story. The Richardsons, Bill and
Jane, were parishioners at Good Shepherd long before Fr. Lance arrived in the early
1990s. There may be few people today at the church who remember them but if any
reader knew Bill at all, it was probably for being an enthusiastic fisherman on Lake
Ontario. Wanting to dedicate a window to Bill after his passing, Jane did not have to
think too long or too hard. In Mark’s Gospel (1:17), Jesus had called as four of his
Twelve Apostles, Peter, Andrew, James and John, fishermen all, to become fishers
of men. The window’s image and text blend seamlessly with Bill’s earthly joy,
perhaps one might even dare to wonder, first envisioned from reading Mark Twain?
Jane occasionally visits Good Shepherd, Fr. Lance notes, seeing the window and
smiling contentedly.
Stained glass windows taught the faithful important Biblical stories long ago yet
even in an age of near universal literacy they still have wisdom to impart, even if
not all those lessons are from the Bible. We must remember to be receptive to them
or their messages will forever remain hidden in plain sight.
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2019 FESTIVAL OF CHOIRS
by Richard Reid

Under the sponsorship of the Webster Council of Churches, the annual Festival of Choirs was held on Sunday, October
20th at 7pm at the United Methodist Church of Webster. Nine choirs – from St. Rita Church, Holy Spirit Church,
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Webster Presbyterian Church, Webster United Church of Christ, St. Paul Church, Webster
Baptist Church, United Methodist Church, and, of course, the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd – participated.
Each presented one musical offering.
Dr. Karyn Robbins led ten singers from Good Shepherd which performed, “Praise the Lord from Judas
Maccabeus” as George Daddis accompanied on the piano. Several pastors, including our own Fr. Lance, read brief
excerpts from Bible passages. At the concert’s midpoint, a collection was taken to benefit three local charities: Hope
House, Webster Community Chest, and Santa’s Workshop for Hospitalized Children, raising an impressive more than
$1,600.
Members of the nine choirs – over 120 singers – combined for the two concluding numbers: “Forever Music,”
and, “When We Sing, We Pray”. After the 90-minute concert, many gathered in the Fellowship Hall for punch and
cookies where your writer got an exclusive from Dr. Karyn: next year’s concert will be October 25th at Good Shepherd!
Mark your 2020 calendars.

AS SEEN AT

GOOD
SHEPHERD

October 6th was a busy day for blessings! Blessing of the Backpacks during the
Family Service, and Blessing of the Animals in the afternoon
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Gerald White
Frank Barbato
Adam Brashich
Ellen Uhal
Eileen Hancock
Tyler Petrotta
Carol Markham
Nicole Peets
Jaye Nitschke
Brady Giudice
Rosemary Morgan
Paul Pfrommer
Joe Interlicchia
Marilyn Nuffer
Shari Miller
Ann Duke
Aliyah Giudice
Katie Crosby
Ben Geloso
Allison Mayer
Andy Ragan
Jason Kuberka
Bernie O’Sullivan
Ryan Yourch
James Cheney
Dianna Guerin
Harry Steinorth
Sarah Mason
Natalie Martin
Carol Reid
Bev Verbridge
Elizabeth H. Ellison
Gwen Brennick
Sara Markovitz
Gini Pilecki
Janet Dakin
Mary White

11/01
11/02
11/02
11/02
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/04
11/05
11/05
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/10
11/10
11/12
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/27
11/28
11/28
11/29

Windows
set of seven

ctua
Sanpanoramary

Digital Poster Prints of both the stained glass windows and
the Church sanctuary are again available at a cost of $15.00
each.

Meal and More food
collection!
Last day to drop items
off
In Narthex
November 24th

Thanksgiving Eve
Pot Blessing
and Liturgy
November 27th
6:00 pm

Pageant practice weekly after
10:15 Eucharist!
It’s ever too late to join us!
You do NOT need to be
a Sunday School student!
Pageant Sunday is December 15th
Gonna be fun!

In addition, Mugs and Note Cards
of the individual stained glass
windows can be ordered at a cost
of $10.00 for each mug and each
set of (7) 5x7 cards.
All of the proceeds from these sales will go to the
church. Please contact Maureen or Peter Marr in
person or at 872-6579 if you want to purchase any of
these items. Thank you.

~ Maureen & Peter Marr
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OUTREACH LUNCHEON
by Yvonne Arnold

The Soup and Sandwich Luncheon on October 30th was a great success! We had 45 parishioners
attend the lunch, a few less for the Eucharist. Homemade soups, ham and cheese sandwiches and
cookies were served. We were able to send leftovers home with anyone who wanted some.
Those who helped get parishioners here, run the elevator, prepared and gave food, set up, served
food and helped with cleaned up are so appreciated! Following the lunch, some of us played
BINGO. We have received lots of positive feedback on this event. This was a team effort by
Outreach and many other helping hands. Thank you all again!

