
   

   

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
We begin December with the season of Advent.  The word itself means 
“coming” and, as you know, we look back to Christ’s first coming into the 
world, we look ahead to his final coming to restore all things, and his daily 
coming into the world and into our lives.   
 
This year, however, we embrace Advent in the midst of a Covid-19 world.  It 
will not be the same as any other Advent, it will be difficult, but I believe we 
can find real joy this year nonetheless.   
 
You see, joy is what we feel when we discover we already have what we most 
need.  What does that mean?  Joy is still present when life is hard.  Christ 
comes at Advent for grieving people who have broken hearts.  Advent is the 
promise that God cares for all who are hungry, for the lonely who hunger for 
love, for all who hunger for peace.  The word becomes flesh whenever there is 
sadness, fear or emptiness.  God comes to be with us in our dark valleys to 
bind up our broken hearts, and carry us when we’re tired and weary.   
 
Advent reminds us that no matter how dark it seems, there is light.  No matter 
how hurt we are, there is healing.  No matter how abandoned we feel, there is 
another.  Sorrow may come, but it cannot defeat God’s joy.  Sadness may 
bring tears, but Christ brings hope.  
 
God’s gift of joy doesn’t deny sorrow, but overcomes it.  If God’s joy could be 
present in the birth of a peasant’s child, then there is no place or time so diffi-
cult, but that God’s joy isn’t present there, too. 
 
We are currently taping our hymns for Christmas.  They are about joy that 
comes in the midst of sorrows and poor shepherds out on a cold night.  The 
choir sings about a child born into poverty and a glory that’s beyond all the 
grief we’ll ever face.   
 
As we prepare during this season of Advent, I remind us all, Christmas is not 
about happiness, but about a joy that is deeper than all our troubles.   
 
                                                                     Faithfully,  
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by Roch Whitman, Senior Warden 
 

Last-minute Diocesan Zoom meetings usually don’t contain good news, and the 
meeting Lance and I attended on November 5th was no exception.  The COVID-
19 surge our area had started experiencing forced the Diocese to once again sus-
pend in-person worship gatherings and all other church gatherings over 10 per-
sons.  It seems like we were just getting used to our smaller in-person gatherings 
and the many health and safety guidelines we were fine-tuning.  Thank you to all 
of you for following those guidelines and making our in-person services a joy 
and success. Hopefully we’ll get back to that point soon. The Vestry last met on 
November 14.  Here’s a summary of what business was conducted and dis-
cussed.   
 

Our finances remain strong although in the prior month our expenses were greater than our income for the 
first time in many months.  This was due to the payment of some bills that seemed to all come due about 
the same time.  Again this year, parishioner Chris Peterson generously donated his time and talent to con-
duct an annual audit of our finances.  Initial feedback is that everything is in order and Vestry will review 
his report at an upcoming meeting.  We are very grateful to Chris for his services. The PPP loan we re-
ceived back in May to cover salaries and benefits so that layoffs weren’t needed will soon have a process in 
place for requesting loan forgiveness. We discussed at-length whether we met the conditions for loan for-
giveness and voted to at least begin collecting the information we need to prepare for application for loan 
forgiveness.  We will use the information compiled to pick this topic up at a future meeting and conduct 
another vote as to whether we go ahead and apply for loan forgiveness. 
 
Our Capital Campaign has almost reached its goal of $300,000.  Thanks to all of you who contributed and 
to Chris Nuccitelli and his committee for their hard work on the campaign. The 
Stewardship campaign for this year is underway – by now you all have received letters and pledge cards in 
the mail.  PLEASE MAIL YOUR COMPLETED PLEDGE CARDS BACK TO THE CHURCH. 
 
A sub-committee consisting of Father Lance, Karyn, myself, Jill Daddis, Pam Meyris and Kris Murray had 
met separately to plan Christmas liturgy and proposed to the Vestry that we plan on livestreaming and re-
cording just one service.  This 4pm service will include a variety of different musical arrangements that can 
be pre-recorded.  As difficult as it is, we did not make this decision lightly. We felt that trying to juggle 
more than one service and manage attendance limitations, especially with potentially many guests, would 
prove next to impossible. 
 
We received reports that our furnaces have received their annual winter maintenance and tune-ups. Multi-
ple bids were received and a vendor selected to remove the tree in front. A plan to replace our old shed in 
back is now in process.   
 
We also discussed the pending change in Vestry membership as we approach the new calendar year – we’ll 
see Annie Bishop, Mary Kay Butera and Tom Wawrzycki go off Vestry – and put into motion thoughts 
around their replacements.  LET ME USE THIS TIME FOR THE FIRST PLUG… EVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT JOINING VESTRY?  BEEN ON VESTRY BEFORE BUT WOULD CONSIDER COMING ON 
AGAIN?  IF SO, CONTACT A VESTRY MEMBER TO MAKE IT KNOWN.  We also discussed that 
even if the COVID situation is better in January, we’ll likely not be able to hold our annual meeting in per-
son. We briefly considered and concluded that we could conduct it virtually using the technology with 
which we now have experience. 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for December 12. 
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“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

A blessed Advent and Christmas to everyone!  Chris and Bruce are 
busily recording the Adult and Chimes Choirs in preparation for the 
Advent and Christmas liturgies.  At all times, but especially during 
this time of COVID, we cling to the message of this season: 
 
Jesus, our Emmanuel:  God with us! 
 
How appropriate that each Advent liturgy will begin with Bob Mark-
ham singing two of the eight verses of “O Come, O Come, Emmanu-
el”. And then we light our Advent candles and on Christmas, the 
Christ Candle, with the singing and prayers of “God with Us, Em-
manuel” by Joel Raney.  This Candle Lighting Ceremony has become 
a tradition at Good Shepherd.  I hope, as you worship at home, you 
will join in with the singing! 
 
Laura Rosato came up with a great idea!  A Virtual Christmas Pag-
eant!  She and I are busily rounding up performers and musicians.  
The plan is for everyone to record themselves at home.   Then with 
the help of Mike and their daughter Shannon, it will be put together, 
and everyone (including the performers) will get to see the finished 
product on Advent IV, Sunday  
Dec. 20. 
 
On December 24 at 4:00 we will live-stream and record our Christ-
mas Eve liturgy for this year.  I am hoping to have lots of Christmas 
music before and during the liturgy.  Look for more definite infor-
mation in our Update as to when the music will start before the 
Christmas liturgy begins.  
 
As we enter this holy season, may our homes ring with the music and 
message of Jesus our Emmanuel! God is with us! 
 

“Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!” 

 

 
Calling all GS Youth 
Grades 6-12! 
Saturday, December 12 
at 12:00pm:  
Please join us at church 
to gather for a footlong 
submarine sandwich, get-
ting votives in order for 
the Candlelight Christmas 
Eve Service, and for 
"COVID Caroling!"  
We will spend limited 
time at church and then 
travel in "cohort cars" 
with those in family 
groups to some of the 
senior members in the 
Parish bearing treats and 
a new instrumental twist 
on carols.  
Please let Mrs. O'Neil or 
Mrs. Ragan know if you 
can come as soon as pos-
sible:  
amoneil31@gmail.com  
ekragan@gmail.com  

  

Memorial Candles  
If you would like to 
dedicate a candle for 
the virtual Christmas 
Eve Liturgy (12/24 at 
4pm), please email 
your dedication to Er-
ica Ragan at ekra-
gan@gmail.com. Your 
candle (s) can be in 
honor of, in memory 
of, or in thanksgiving 
for your loved one. 
Your dedications will 
be acknowledged dur-
ing the service. There 
is no cost. Please con-
tact Erica by Dec. 

14th.  
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GS BOOK CLUB 
by Janet Maier 

 
All our meetings are 
currently scheduled on 
ZOOM. If anyone 
would like to join the 
group, please contact 
Janet Maier (585-738-
2280). December’s 
book is the novel, Noel 
Street by Richard Paul 
Evans. Booklist says, 
“this outstanding holi-
day love story . . .  
combines the 
second-chance theme 
with details about life 
during the Vietnam 
War to create a memo-
rable, thought-
provoking romance.” 
Hope you can join us.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday School is alive and well--online!  
 
PRE-K through 5th   We are now offering class online via 
Zoom at 10:15am every Sunday.  
Please email Dianna Guerin if interested 
at Dianna.guerin@gmail.com. 
 
GRADE 6 and up Join us for a Zoom chat on Sundays at 
11:30 am! Classes typically about 30 minutes.  Please email 
Mike Rosato at mrosato82@gmail.com if interested. Grads 
welcome too, by the way! 
 

Youth Group Fall Fun!  
by Erica Ragan and Amy O’Neil 

 
The GS Youth Group "carved" time (haha on pumpkin reference) out of the busy fall with Halloween and 
school start to get together and have some old-fashioned fun around a bonfire on November 7th. We had a 
wonderful night seeing each other at distance, masked but in-person at the Ragan's home in Fairport, NY! 
 
We enjoyed eating a giant sheet pizza and made s'mores around the bonfire with delicious CIDER provided 
by the Martin family! We played a few name games and found some new amusing nicknames for our-
selves. Overall, it was a great start to the year. Most of all it was just fun to be out under the stars on a per-
fect night and to chat.  

 

mailto:Dianna.guerin@gmail.com
mailto:mrosato82@gmail.com
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MEAL MINISTRY 
 

 
Recovering from illness? Surgery? Losing a loved one? When you are struggling to do that 
one more thing – Meal Ministry will help! By preparing and discreetly delivering a meal to 
your doorstep, our volunteers respect confidentiality and do not interfere. Please call us if an-
yone from Good Shepherd could use these resources… or if you would like to join us, have a 
new idea, or want to volunteer your help!    
 

Deacon Barbara Fornalik (585) 216-2121 or Debra Nelson (585) 671-5581. 

 
 

RAIHN CHANGING ITS NAME 
by Richard Reid 

 
Over the next several months, RAIHN – the Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality Network – 
is transitioning to a new name in early 2021: Family Promise of Greater Rochester.  No, it 
wasn’t acquired by another company. Ever since RAIHN’s founding in 2004 as a shelter pro-
gram, it has been affiliated with Family Promise, a national entity of over 200 shelters found-
ed in 1986 and dedicated to aiding family homelessness. Good Shepherd has been among its 
early supporters.  
 
This change shouldn’t be thought of as strictly a rebranding effort but instead as a move “to 
truly reflect the five points of the Family Promise star: shelter, stabilization, prevention, com-
munity, and promise. All of RAIHN’s services remain functioning:   

The Shelter Program, begun in 2004, unites diverse faith organizations, volunteers and 
social services to provide shelter and food. The Shelter Program has grown to include 
a move to a new Day Center in 2017 and the addition of a transitional bridge apart-
ment.  

The Aftercare & Stabilization Program, begun in 2010, provides case management 
services for each family as they transition from shelter to permanent housing and has 
an 85% success rate of keeping families housed.  

The Prevention & Rehousing Program, begun in early 2019, has provided 127 families 
with funding assistance to prevent an eviction, divert a homelessness episode, or re-
gain housing.  This program has been especially imperative during the COVID pan-
demic.  

Community – our 1,800 trained volunteers are the backbone of our work.  This powerful 
resource of committed, compassionate, and capable volunteers is called to action to 
serve those with needs greater than their own.  

Promise, which indicates the promise we make to the community to continue to grow 
and address the needs of families holistically, while recognizing the promise that each 
family brings to catalyze their strengths into success.” 

 
For now, RAIHN’s website (www.raihn,org) is still the best way to find out about their ser-
vices. 

http://www.raihn,org


6  

6  



7  

7  

 
 
 

OUTREACH  
at Good Shepherd 

 
Day by day, Day by day, Oh, Dear Lord Three things I pray.... 

To see thee more clearly, Love thee more dearly, Follow thee more nearly, Day by day  
~ from the musical "Godspell"  

 

A s we approach the end of the calendar year, we begin a new church year. During Advent 
we expect, wait, and prepare for the birth of our Savior. As I read these words it reminds 

me of our daughter Jennifer and son in law Zach, as they lived their own "advent" beginning late last 
year, when they were awaiting the birth of their daughter in July. They had nine months to prepare. We 
will have 26 days, beginning this Sunday, November 29th, until we celebrate Jesus's birth on December 
25th. 

 
I feel encouraged that we have arrived here. With the many challenges of 2020, the hope of a new 

beginning brings me renewed energy, light and a sense of purpose. How will we live into this season? For 
those of you who receive email, the Reverend Scott Stoner has a daily email devotional that can be sent to 
you. You can access his website, Living Compass, at http://www.livingcompass.org You can also follow 
him on Facebook at LIVING COMPASS. He is an Episcopal minister who lives in Wisconsin. I find his 
reflections to be positive and focused, much like our beloved Lance. 

 
Outreach continues to deliver your food donations to Immanuel Lutheran Church for the Back 

Pack Program and The Little Food Pantry. They continue to fill 40 back packs weekly for the Webster 
School District. The collection in the narthex of boxed stuffing mix continues into December for The 
Center For Youth. They will be supporting their clients with a holiday meal at Christmas. Kathy Cum-
mins is so grateful for our generosity. I expect the collection of deodorants to be delivered to Christ 
Church in early December. Lois Jones has expressed her thanks for the support of Good Shepherd has 
given. If you are able, please consider a donation to any of these organizations that support the current 
need for food security in our community. Another organization to consider is Foodlink, https://
foodlinkny.org/ that serves 10 counties in western and central New York, securing food for more than 
145,000 people, including approximately 48,000 children.  

 
As we enter into 2021, may our sense of caring for each other grow. We will need continued pa-

tience as we emerge into this new year. Blessings to each of you for continued safety, health and for the 
understanding of the needs of our community and the world. Remember, Love is the Way! 

 
   Your friend in Christ, 
   Yvonne Arnold 

 

http://www.livingcompass.org/
https://foodlinkny.org/
https://foodlinkny.org/
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by Richard Reid 

 
 During this holiday season, one of the traditional ways of showing appreciation for the people in 
our lives is to give a gift, emulating whether we realize it or not, the perfect gift of love God gave us in a 
stable two thousand years ago. 
 

Episcopal Relief & Development (ER&D), is the international agency of the Episcopal Church of 
the U.S. Its mandate comes from Jesus’ words of Matthew 25: 37-40, about being hungry, thirsty, a 
stranger, sick or in prison. (You know how it goes, we hear it often enough.) Its three program priorities 
are its work with women, with children under six, and with communities to recover from floods, hurricanes 
and other disasters.  

 
ER&D is a 501(c)(3) organization separate from the Episcopal Church and financial contributions 

to it are tax deductible. Of every dollar it receives, 82% is spent on programs, the rest for fundraising 
(13%) and administration (5%).  

 
 For nearly all of us, 2020 did not turn out to be the year we thought it might have been 

when we surveyed its prospects back in early January. As spring gave way to summer, many of us were 
fortunate enough not to have lost our job or even had hours trimmed back because of the pandemic. Since 
for much of the year, likely we took no vacation trips, went to no concerts, plays or movie theaters, and 
attended no sporting events, we probably spent less than we generally do.  

 
 Donations to charities are one way of thanking God for our many blessings. In this time of 

global pandemic and unprecedented weather-related disasters, perhaps we should add to our list of Christ-
mas gifts to give a donation to Episcopal Relief & Development. For additional information about its 
work, and to make a donation, go to its website: www.episcopalrelief.org 

 
Hearing God’s call to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to respect the dignity of every human being, 
Episcopal Relief & Development serves to bring together the generosity of Episcopalians and others with 

the needs of the world.  

Image: Episcopal News Service 

UPDATE: GOOD SHEPHERD’S STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 
Hi all! 
 
It is so tough with all of us being remote from our church, but we really need everyone to get their pledge 
in so that we can plan next year’s budget. Please try to get this done ASAP!! 
 
Thank you, 
Jill Daddis & Annie Bishop 
 

      Pledging Summary (as of Nov. 22) 
 

   Total Parish Units                                                   181    
Responses Received                                  21 
Percent Received                                                                   11.6% 
New Pledges                                                                                    1 
Increased Pledges                                                                           6 
Decreased Pledges                                                                          7 
Pledged Total                                                                       $51,516 
Average Pledge Received                                                      $2,453 
Responses Outstanding                                                              160         

http://www.episcopalrelief.org
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On Dec. 17th  there will be a Liturgy 
of Healing & Remembrance at 7pm 
on Zoom.  
 
A link will be emailed to the parish 
soon.  

Kathy Rivera     12/01 
Jill Burch     12/04 
Kim Yourch     12/06 
Kaitlyn Koneski    12/07 
Frank Roselli     12/08 
Hannah Bauerschmidt    12/08 
Larry Therkildsen    12/10 
Stephen Meyer     12/11 
Eleanor Bauerschmidt    12/11 
Gordon Wilbert    12/11 
    
Debra Nelson     12/13 
John Van Hooydonk    12/14 
Jack Brennick     12/16 
Ellie Martin     12/16 
Madeline Peterson    12/17 
Pam Brashich     12/19 
Pam Russo     12/19 
Bill Comella     12/20 
Patricia Delperdange    12/21 
Larry Howe                 12/24 
Andrea Lorenzo    12/25 
Ruth Jacque      12/26 
Sherri White     12/27 
Shayna Tokar     12/28 
Lisa Robinson      12/28 
Gary Richardson    12/28 
Deb Anderson     12/29 
Terri Edwards     12/31 
Rolin Peets     12/31 
Norma Osborne    12/31 
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A MEMORABLE DAY: NOVEMBER 21, 2020 
KEISHA STOKES ORDAINED A PRIEST 

 

A t a 3pm Eucharist at the Church of the Good Shepherd, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Prince G. Singh 
ordained Keisha Marie Stokes, age 30, as a priest in the Episcopal Church. She was just eight 
years old when she and her family first came to Good Shepherd, Fr. Lance Robbins observed in 
his homily, adding, “It is beautiful to see how she has blossomed.” He briefly chronicled her 
many involvements at church as a teen and young adult, described her many contributions to 
youth ministry both at Good Shepherd and in the diocese. Hearing a call, she attended seminary, 
leading to today’s liturgy, which Fr. Lance called Keisha’s “rock of affirmation.” If you’d like to 
know what’s next for her, then check out the premiere issue of Good Shepherd’s Flock Quarterly 
magazine featuring an interview with Keisha about her recent appointments at St. John’s Episco-
pal Church in Canandaigua and at Zion Episcopal Church in Palmyra.  


