
   

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
As I prepare for the start-up of our fall issues of the newsletter, I begin by saying, “Thank 
You,” to each and every one of you.  As you now know, although I tried to keep it under 
the radar, I did celebrate my 30th anniversary as your rector on August 15th.   
 
I tried to reflect a bit on our time together, but it was, and still is, a very emotional topic 
for me in the best of ways.  What an honor and privilege to have served you all these 
years.  Your kindness, patience, understanding, and love mean more to me than I will 
ever be able to adequately express.  Of course, this anniversary didn’t happen without a 
whole lot of people working with me all these years.  And for the times that I have been 
helpful to some and perhaps touched you in a way that leads to life and wholeness, 
what a gift.  And for those times that perhaps I have let some of you down, I deeply 
apologize.   
 
I am passionate about sharing the gospel and to be able to reflect on our spiritual life 
each week is such a blessing to me.  Not many people get to engage in what they love to 
do each Sunday.  It is my deep prayer and desire that my reflections have made a differ-
ence in some lives. 
 
I have been honored to be able to share with you in so many moments of celebration, 
our weddings, baptisms, and times of joy.  It has also been an honor to be with so many 
of you in difficult and hard moments, times of loss, uncertainty, and the death of a loved 
one.  These are hallowed and sacred moments.  
 
Each day, each month, each year, you have helped me to be a better priest and per-
son.  Of course, as I have mentioned, I did not do anything alone, but my better half has 
always been there to support and encourage me.  Thank you, Karyn, for the blessing and 
joy you are to us all, and especially to me. What an amazing gift to have her talent touch 
our lives each week with such beautiful music and her wonderful way to bring out the 
best in everyone.   
 
I/we thank you all so much for the beautiful gift.  We will enjoy the time at Wood-
cliff.  What a perfect and generous gift.  I should not be surprised as you all are always so 
generous and loving.   
 
Together I believe we have helped build up the Body of Christ in this place.  As always, 
more and deeper ministry lies ahead.  Let us continue on, led by the Spirit, to further the 
work of the gospel in this place.  I do this with the joy of having such talented, loving, 
and beautiful people as you surrounding me.   
 
I am truly blessed way more than I deserve.   
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by Chris Nuccitelli, Senior Warden 

I hope everyone has had a pleasant summer! Your Vestry took a hiatus in August and last met on July 
11, 2021. Here is a summary of activities and discussions.  Fr. Lance prayed us in then the meeting 
opened with acceptance of the June 2021 minutes followed by a review of the financial reports sent in 
by Dick Robinson. 
 
July Finances 

July income was recorded as $20,894, which missed the planned budget by $4,606. Expenses 
exceeded budget by $2,520 leaving us with a monthly deficit of $5,843. June revenue also missed budg-
et, reflecting an expected seasonal slump in collections. However, year to date we continue to have ex-
cess net income, currently at $21,279. Our balance sheet continues to be strong. Good Shepherd net 
worth was reported as $ 2,543,386 through July 2021. 

 
COVID & Fall Worship Schedules 
 Sunday morning worship at St. Andrews will come to a close with the September 5th 

(Labor Day) service. Despite a shortened schedule this Summer, we are thankful for having some time 
in our beautiful and peaceful chapel. Worship schedule will return to 8:00am and 10:15am at Good 
Shepherd church on September 12th. Considering the rising cases of Delta variant, and infections among 
unvaccinated individuals, we are reviewing our current COVID safety protocols. We will continue our 
current guidelines until the Vestry meets again on September 12th. At that time, we will review the data 
and current CDC guidelines and protocols, and establish an updated process regarding worship, music, 
and singing.  

 
Taco Dinner Fundraiser 
 Our first Taco Dinner fundraiser on July 9th was a resounding success! We served 200 

meals, running out of food before all were served, and turning a nice profit. There were challenges in 
getting the dinners out in a timely manner and traffic backed up onto Webster Rd. creating congestion 
and delays. Richard Reid debriefed the vestry on the details and laid out an agenda for the Outreach 
Committee to review the overall results in order to make our next event even more successful. TacoDe-
ro, our vendor for this first Taco Dinner, has decided not to return for another dinner event, so we are 
looking at the Spring of 2022 to resume regular fundraisers.  

 
Facilities Maintenance 
 Efforts are underway to replace the air conditioning unit that cools the offices (one of 

seven such units), In addition we are investigating a more permanent fix to the occasional flooding in the 
basement classrooms. Our Capital Fund is very healthy and there should be no issues covering the cost 
of these upgrades. 

 
Stewardship Committee 
 After many years of dedicated service, Jill Daddis and Annie Bishop are retiring from the 

leadership of our annual Stewardship campaign. Please contact Chris Nuccitelli or Father Lance if you 
are interested in being a part of building Good Shepherd’s future and serving on this committee. And 
thank you Jill & Annie for a tremendous job over the past few years!! 

 
A Final Note 
We keep our web site updated with key information including links to our various virtual ser-

vices  
and minutes of the previous Vestry meetings. If you haven’t done so already, bookmark   
www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org as a source for important GS news and information. Of course, 

we will continue to use email as well. Our next meeting is scheduled for September 12th. 

http://www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org
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 “…be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.” 

Ephesians 5: 18 – 19 
 
I imagine many of you enjoyed a good book for summer reading these past months.  I was given 
the book, How Sweet the Sound:  The Power and Promise of 30 Beloved Hymns.  At first I thought 
this book was like the many books of hymn stories that I have.  I have used those books to prepare 
for Adult Education Classes when I discussed how the lyrics and music of our favorite hymns 
were written. But this book was something different.  
 
Laura L. Smith wrote it and chose 30 hymns in the public domain so she could write out the com-
plete lyrics to each hymn at the beginning of each chapter.  She then shared personal stories of 
how she experienced the meaning of those lyrics in her own life.  She described emotions and 
feelings that are shared by all of us in our spiritual lives.  These old hymns came alive as she med-
itated on the meanings of the lyrics.   
 
Examples of just a few of the chapters: 
 
 “Go Down, Moses!”    How Hymns Free Us 
 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” How Hymns Remind Us of His Faithfulness 
 “It is Well with My Soul”   How Hymns Calm Our Storms 
 “My Hope is Bult on Nothing Less”  How Hymns Secure Us 
 “Take My Life and Let It Be”   How Hymns Help Us Live for Jesus 
 “Jesus Paid It All”    How Hymns Cleanse Us 
 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  How Hymns Comfort Us 
 
Laura is a young woman with teenage children.  Most of the time she enjoys listening to contem-
porary Christian music.  However, she points out how even in the modern tunes she listens to, 
there are excerpts from these old hymns since their message is so powerful.   She describes learn-
ing them by singing in church while sharing a hymnal with her mother.  Though written in ages 
past, they still carry deep meaning for us…. hope, forgiveness, faith, trust…. powerful spiritual 
messages.  
 
Currently I am working on gathering the choirs together to sing and play chimes for our coming 
liturgies.  As the Delta Variant takes hold in our world, we continue to plan ways to worship with 
music in a safe and meaningful way.  As you know, I try to choose music that expresses the Gos-
pel message for the day.   
 
I pray the hymns, anthems, and music I choose touch hearts with their message.  As Laura de-
scribed in her book, may the lyrics of our wonderful hymns continue to be a blessing in all our 
lives.   
 

“Thy word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 
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Good Shepherd  

Youth Group 

OUTREACH  

by Yvonne Arnold 

 
I begin this article having just viewed the Sunday service from this past week, September 5th. 
During his homily, Father Lance reflected on Mark 7:24-37. Lance reminds us that Jesus had 
to grow into his ministry. I found myself thinking, "Wow, Jesus is not being very nice. He 
seems harsh." It is easy forget that Jesus was on a learning curve. Like many of us when we are 
asked to help others that do not look or act like ourselves, his first reaction to the Gentile wom-
an, who asked for her daughter to be healed, was to turn away.  
 
The needs in our world are growing every day. Hurricanes, massive wild fires, flooding, refu-
gee relocation, returning veterans, and many local residents in need. How are we helping? It is 
easy to feel overwhelmed by the desire to help, to make a difference. I felt comforted by 
Lance's words: we are all growing. We reach out and support in meaningful ways. We have 
faith, and with God's help, we will do His work (James 2:14-17).  
 
Last month a monetary donation was made to The Back Pack program at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. This program will begin again this month, supplying approximately 70 backpacks 
weekly with nonperishable food to students in the Webster School District that are at risk for 
poor nutrition. A donation was also made to The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester for flood re-
lief, earmarked for the Southern Tier, after heavy rains were sustained in these areas at the end 
of August. Several bags of school supplies were donated and delivered to The Center for 
Youth the last week of August. These items will help support the education of the people the 
CFY supports.  
 
We will continue to help where we can and do His work in our world. Thanks be to God for all 
of you, who support this work. Blessings. 

Welcome back to Good Shepherd! We are looking forward to 
some adventures and fun fellowship together as we start a 
new school year. Students in Grades 6-12 are welcome. We 
gather about once every month either in the Parish Hall or in 
the community depending on the event. 
 
Looking forward to our opening bonfire and to seeing you all, 
stay tuned for details.  In the meantime if you have any ques-
tions or suggestions, please write to us on our email: 
 
Mrs. O'Neil: amoneil31@gmail.com 
Mrs. Ragan: ekragan@gmail.com 
 

mailto:amoneil31@gmail.com
mailto:ekragan@gmail.com
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AS SEEN AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

 

 
Daniel Guerin, Leah Schina-
man and Chloe Schinaman 
received first communion on 
June 27 

Sunday School Awards 
– lower grades were 
presented June 13.  
From left to right front 
row: Daniel Guerin, Ian 
Daniels, Isaac Dunn 
Left to right second row: 
Mai Lani Brennick, Ellie 
Martin, Leah Schina-
man, Aidyn Butera, 
Chloe Schinaman, Sasha 
Daniels 
Back row: teachers Di-
anna Guerin and Lisa 
Daniels 

The Sunday Choir 
slowly returned 
starting July 4 
when the Men’s 
Choir sang “The 
Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and “God of 
Our Fathers.” From 
left to right: Don 
White, Bob Mark-
ham, Larry Ther-
kildsen and Bruce 
Dunn 

John and Sharon White with Wil-
liam Hughes, their first great 
grandson who was baptized July 
11. His parents are Caroline and 
Seth Hughes.  

Rev. Keisha Stokes visited on Aug. 29, celebrat-
ing mass and giving the sermon.  
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GS STITCHERS & 

BOOK CLUB 

 

Congratulations to parishioner Andrew 
Ragan, son of Andy and Erica Ragan, who 
has released his debut musical album, The 
Study of Sound, on August 5, 2021. With 
nine songs, all written by Andrew, it is 
available on all regular streaming plat-
forms, including Spotify and Apple Music. 
You may also check out his website, ra-
ganfilm.com, for more information. An-
drew asks that you please “share” if you 
have your own media platforms. Andrew, 
age 20, currently is a junior at the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology. Little did we 
suspect when we first began hearing him 
sing with the Teen Choir in late 2015, or 
more recently hearing him occasionally 
play instrumentals at some church services, 
that we would soon be hearing the original 
songs of such a talented young man.  

The Stitchers meet weekly on Thursdays at 
10 am.  We are going to try out a new 
schedule starting in September.  The first 
and third Thursdays of the month (9/2 and 
9/16) we will meet at church in the parish 
hall. We will need to follow whatever the 
current COVID guidelines are for in per-
son meetings.  The second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month (9/9 and 9/23) will 
be a zoom meeting.  This should give 
members options on their most comforta-
ble way to meet.  If you want more infor-
mation or want to get on the email list, 
please contact Brenda Munch at 585-727-
9330 or brenda.munch@gmail.com 
 
 September’s book club meeting will be 
September 30, which is the 5th Thursday 
and will be a zoom meeting.  We are read-
ing Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 
Owens.  Book Browse website states 
“Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an 
exquisite ode to the natural world, a heart-
breaking coming-of-age story, and a sur-
prising tale of possible murder.”  
 
For those of you who like to read ahead, or 
just like some good book suggestions, here 
is the list for the rest of the year and be-
yond: 
 
October 28  Before We Were Yours by 
 Lisa Wingate 
December 9  The Noel Letters by Richard 
 Paul Evans 
January 27  Anne of Green Gables by 
 L.M. Montgomery 
February 24  Where’d You Go Bernad
 ette by Maria Semple 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her class-

room as the children drew pictures. The teacher 

would occasionally walk around and see each 

child’s artwork. As she approached one little girl 

who was working especially hard, she asked what 

the drawing was. 

The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 

“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually 

knows what God looks like.” 

Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and 

said: “well, they certainly will in a minute!” 

mailto:brenda.munch@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Welcome back and hope things are good with you. The church library is waiting for you to find 
a good book to help pass the time away and you might even learn something besides.  
 
Our new used books are to the right as you go into the Library. Just to mention two of them: 
Can You Drink the Cup?, by Henry Nouwen, and, An American Vignette, by Jerry 
Gildemesiter. 
 
The children’s section is under the window. Flashlight Night, by Elisabeth Hasselbeck is a 
good addition to this section.  
 
In her column in this issue, Karyn Robbins mentioned the book, How Sweet the Sound, about 
30 beloved hymns. The church library doesn’t yet have a copy of that book, but it does have 
Kenneth Osbeck’s book, 101 Hymn Stories, in case you’re interested in stories behind some 
hymns.   

 
On August 15th we celebrated the 
30th anniversary of Father Lance’s installment 
as Rector of Good Shepherd. We have been 
blessed to have him with us for this time (a 
tenure that is a rarity in the Episcopal 
Church!). A presentation was made from our 
congregation that included a much- deserved 
Golfing Getaway to The Lodge at Woodcliff 
for Fr. Lance and Karyn. Thank you to those 
who put together the gift and Lemonade Re-
ception. If you were not able to join us on the 
15th, you may view a recording of the presen-
tation here:  https://vimeo.com/590546500 
 

FATHER LANCE CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

by Chris Nuccitelli, Senior Warden 

 

https://vimeo.com/590546500
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 Sept. 14 – Earth’s Changing Climate: “Ice Ages & Beyond” & “In the Greenhouse”  
       A Great Courses DVD by Prof. Richard Wolfson, Middlebury College) 
 
Sept. 21 – The American Mind: “Nature’s God” & “Deism, Science and the American 
                  Revolution” (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. Allen C. Guelzo, Gettysburg College) 
 
Sept. 28 – “Key Elements of Greek Mythology” a live presentation by Marcy Guarino 
 
Oct. 5 –    The Catholic Church: A History: “Latin Theology” & “Popes & Bishops in the 
                  Early Middle Ages” (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. William Cook, SUNY Geneseo) 
 
Oct. 12 – Wonders of the National Parks: A Geology of North America: “Alaska’s Glacier 
                Bay” and “Yosemite” (Great Courses DVD by Ford Cochran of National Geographic) 
 
Oct. 19 – “The Inspiring Faith of Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and Charles 

  Dickens” – a live presentation by Edward Kushall 
 
Oct. 26 – Great Works of Sacred Music: “Mozart’s Requiem & Haydn’s The Creation” (A 
                 Great Courses DVD with Dr. Charles McGuire, Oberlin College) about 90 mins.  
 
If you would like to present a live program as part of the morning Adult Forum series, 
please speak with Richard Reid, Adult Forum Coordinator (585-347-4839) 

Please Join Us for Any of These Upcoming Programs 

(Tuesday mornings in the Narthex or church library; programs, subject 
to change, are approximately one hour but some offerings run longer) 

Norm Crawford    09/01 
Joseph Francz    09/02 
Don Weller    09/04 
Nathaniel Peets    09/04 
Laura Rosato    09/04 
Caitlin Francz    09/05 
Bobby Rosato    09/06 
Harry Burch Jr     09/08 
Chris Norris    09/10 
Sue Van Cura    09/11 
Joseph Mason    09/11 
Lance Robbins    09/12 
Ginger Robinson   09/13 
Linda McKelvey    09/13 
Diane Rehse    09/15 

Linda Koneski    09/16 
Nick Masters    09/16 
Brian Bohannon    09/18 
Jean Moorhouse    09/18 
Mitch Salim    09/20 
Ann Mower    09/22 
David Dakin    09/22 
Amy O’Neil    09/23 
John Dombroski    09/23 
Mildred Francz    09/27 
Freda Sheldon    09/28 
Ted Rivera    09/30 
Peter Dennison    09/30 
Lynn Peterson    09/30 
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 A MEAL & MORE  

by Debra Nelson 

 

MEAL MINISTRY 

A Meal & More is a soup kitchen that serves hot, nutritious meals to the marginalized of 
Rochester. Good Shepherd has a team of about 20 volunteers who are currently providing sup-
port to the chef in the kitchen or who are serving the meals to the guests in the dining room. 
We have 2-3 kitchen volunteers (no contact with guests) and 3-4 serving (with masks and so-
cial distancing). If you would like to join the volunteer team, please call Debra Nelson (585) 
671-5581 or email buttler1@hotmail.com. Please state your availability (preferred shift(s)).  
Ask a friend to volunteer with you! We have fun while serving our community! 
  
Interested in making a donation? Please buy a gift card to a grocery store or stock up when 
you go food shopping, if you can’t volunteer in person. These items are always needed. Please 
drop them off in the Narthex:  
• Fixings for salads (lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbers, carrot matchsticks, salad dressing) 
• Deli meat such as turkey, ham, bologna 
• Tuna fish 
• Juice boxes or other individual drink containers for bagged lunches 
• Canned vegetables such as green beans, corn, peas 
• Pasta (short noodle pastas, i.e., Penne, Rigatoni, etc.) 
• Individually wrapped Desserts 
• Napkins 
 
Large or industrial sizes are preferred, but all donations will be gratefully accepted.  
ALSO- small (travel) size toiletries and personal hygiene products have been requested. 
 
Please go to the website: https://amealandmore.org/ to learn more and to see some volunteers 
you will recognize from right here at Good Shepherd!  

Do you know someone at Good Shepherd who is recovering 
from illness? Surgery? Loss of a loved one? Job loss?  Meal 
Ministry is a group of volunteers who sign up to provide a 
meal to help members of our church family through difficult 
times. We sign up through an on-line service called https://
takethemameal.com/index.php. If you know someone who 
can benefit from Meal Ministry or wants to get involved, 
please call Debra Nelson at (585) 671-5581 or email at but-
tler1@hotmail.com.   
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to Meal Ministry in 
the past, through meal preparation and through monetary 
donations.  This summer we have had to minimize our sup-
port due to lack of resources, but we hope we will have 
enough help to return to helping others in the Fall.  Please 
consider volunteering for this vital ministry.  
 

mailto:buttler1@hotmail.com
https://amealandmore.org/
https://takethemameal.com/index.php
https://takethemameal.com/index.php
mailto:buttler1@hotmail.com
mailto:buttler1@hotmail.com
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On a glorious summer day, July 25th, Good Shepherd reopened its St. Andrew’s Chapel By The 
Lake following its 2020 closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Here are some photo highlights  

Bobby, Jack, and Chris lead the congregation 
with the opening hymn 

Chris reminds the congregation to “Learn Father 
Lance’s Lessons Well!” 

Olive and Mailani sing “This Little Light of Mine” 
accompanied by Jack. 

Bobby sings “You Raise Me Up” 

Homily 
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On May 25, 2021, Bill and I took the plunge so to speak and moved to Michigan.  We had been talking about 
this move ever since our daughter Elizabeth and her husband, Firas and their boys Adam (5) and Sami (2), 
moved to Okemos just outside of Lansing in 2017.  We can sort of blame the move on the pandemic.  If we 
learned nothing else during this past 18 months, it is that being near family is very important. 
 
Now I don’t mean to imply that this move just happened on May 25.  It started in mid-February when we trav-
eled to Michigan to “start” looking for a house.  By the end of that weekend, we had put an offer in on a new 

duplex condo in Bath, Michigan, just 20 minutes from Elizabeth.  
Then the serious work started.  Before we could even list our Penfield 
house, the saga of going through 32 years of accumulated stuff had to 
be managed.  Getting the house ready for photos and showing was all 
consuming.  I can honestly say we touched everything we owned at 
least once while trying to answer the question: “Should it go to Michi-
gan with us or find a new home elsewhere?”  We did a pretty good 
job, and by the end of March the house was listed and sold in a matter 
of days.  Now there was no turning back.  We continued to jettison 
items, leaving a comet trail of furniture, silk plants, craft materials, 
musical instruments, and woodworking tools in our wake. 
 
May 24th and 25th were the days for the movers to pack and load up.  
That was a whirlwind of activity.  Then, with the help of Bill’s sister 

Barbara, we loaded the last of our things into our cars and headed to 
Michigan.  Our dog, Ginger, got her first long distance car ride, hotel stay and even an elevator ride or two. On 
May 27th, we met up again with the movers who unloaded our stuff into our new digs.  Armed with a layout of 
each room to direct furniture placement, we finished that day completely moved in and exhausted. 
 
We have been in our house now for 2 months, and are loving being 
near our grandsons.  An added benefit was that, just before we moved, 
our son Jim with his wife Cat and daughter Sarah (17 months) moved 
from Santa Clara, California, to St. Louis, Missouri.  That officially 
puts us within driving distance to see them, which we have already tak-
en advantage of in July. 
 
We have started to attend All Saints Episcopal Church in East Lansing.  
This parish reminds us a lot of Good Shepherd, and we are starting to 
make new friends there.  We of course have talked to the choir director 
about joining the choir and bell choir in the fall. 
 
Finally, we are at the point of my musings.  Here are some things we 
learned since we decided to move: 

*Family (especially grandchildren) are very important and being closer to each other is truly a gift. 
*Things are just things:  you really can let things go and, in the end, it makes life much easier.  It turns out, 

you really don’t need a lot of stuff. 
*Getting settled in a new place really is fun and kind of an adventure. 
*You don’t realize how many things are attached to your old address until you have a new address. 
*Phones, emails, zoom, and writing notes can keep you in touch with people.  You just have to plan to 

keep in touch. 
*The best laid plans will go awry.   You can do all kinds of planning ahead (e.g., setting up an internet in-

stall date, having a car shipped, etc.), but be prepared to be disappointed. 
*Leaving friends behind is VERY hard.  We think of our Good Shepherd family every day and miss you 

all terribly. 
 
For those whose travels find themselves in the Lansing, Michigan, area feel free to stop by: 

Brenda and Bill Munch, 5322 Hawk Hollow Dr E, Bath, MI  48808 
  We would love to have visitors. 

MUSINGS ON MOVING TO MICHIGAN 

by Brenda Munch 
 

Goodbye to our Penfield Home. Move out days 
always look sad. 

Hello from your friends in Bath, Michigan  


