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News From The Good Shepherd

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
We are now in the season of Advent, from the Latin word which means 
“coming.” For more than fifteen hundred years, Advent has been a time for fol-
lowers to think about God’s promises and the longing for their fulfillment. Dur-
ing these few weeks leading up to our celebration of Christ’s birth, we remember. 
We remember with joy that our God came and touched our earth and our lives in 
His first birth.  Much preparation will be made for this feast. We anticipate the 
final coming of our Lord, when the hurt, pain, and distress of our world will be 
made whole. Finally, we take time to become aware. Aware of the many ways 
Christ comes to us each and every day. Above all, I hope you will make time dur-
ing Advent to help you make room for the gifts and surprises God wants to give 
to you.  
 
A while back I read some questions that I hope you will ponder this Advent. I 
know it’s counter intuitive, but could you take some time, some quiet time in 
these next few weeks to consider: 
 
 What new thing is being born in my life at this time? 
 What work do I want to do with my whole heart? 
 In what ways do I need to give myself a break and lighten up? 
 What are my sources for renewal, for courage, and for finding perspec-
      tive? 
 What needs to be let go? Who do I need to forgive? 
 What brings me a sense of peace and serenity? 
 How will I choose to make time and space for renewal? 
 
Finally, friends, Advent leads up to a great time of gift giving. What are the gifts 
that our God wants to give to you? Along with the gift of His Son, the best gift of 
all, what are some other gifts in store for you? As one author writes . . . 
 
“Think of your talents as a gift from God. What will you do when you open your 
present? Will you delight in what you have received sharing your joy with every-
one you can? Will you peer into the box and say it doesn’t fit or wasn’t what you 
ordered? Will you return it? Give it away? Or, will you leave it unopened and 
abandoned? To accept and use your gift is to honor the giver.” 
 
Advent, a time of “coming.” While we prepare, let us open a few gifts ahead of 
time. Open your present from God. Use your talents. Honor God – and yourself. 
 
May this season be for you a time of renewal and discovery. And then let us be 
aware and celebrate the ways that the living Christ comes to us and the gifts that 
our gracious God has already bestowed upon us. 
 
      Faithfully, 

mailto:lancerobbinsgs@gmail.com
mailto:gswebsternymusic@gmail.com
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by Chris Nuccitelli, Senior Warden 

Vestry  last met on November 14, 2021. Here is a summary of activities and discussions.   
 
Fr. Lance prayed us in then the meeting opened with acceptance of the October 2021 minutes.  
 
October Finances 

October income was recorded as $27,418, which exceeded the planned budget by $1,918. YTD 
we remain ahead of our budgeted income by $6,376.  Expenses were under budget by $9,923. YTD we 
now have a budget surplus of $14,092 against our planned budget of -426. Our balance sheet continues 
to be strong. Good Shepherd net worth was reported as $ 2,542,623 through October 2021. As our parish 
has weathered the COVID months well financially, thanks to the generosity of our congregation, it was 
agreed that the $37,745 in funds received (and now forgiven) from the COVID PPP loan, would be allo-
cated to Outreach in order that these funds can be used to help those in need in our parish and our com-
munity. 

 
Dick Robinson also presented guidelines for the Good Shepherd Finance Committee. These 

guidelines were approved by your Vestry. Dick will be handing over the reigns as Treasurer to Bruce 
Dunn, after many years of shepherding our finances. Please join me in thanking Dick for many years, 
and many, many hours of dedicated service!! 

 
Stewardship 
 Ed Kushall updated the Vestry on current status of the 2022 Stewardship Campaign. 

The campaign will kick off on Sunday, November 7th went as planned with Fr. Lance launching the cam-
paign during his sermon. Pledge Sunday was November 21st. and we are awaiting the results as of the 
publishing of this report. Parishioners should have received letters and emails over the past few weeks 
with details of the campaign, pledge cards, and a note from Father Lance. The importance of pledging 
cannot be overstated. Your pledge is essential to the planning and creation of our 2022 budget and the 
primary source of income that runs our day-to-day operations of Good Shepherd. If you pledged in 2021, 
please consider increasing your pledge for 2022. If you have not pledged in the past, please do so this 
year and help assure that Good Shepherd can continue the programs, operations, and outreach that sup-
port our parish families and community.  

 
Facilities Report 
Kim & Tom Yourch presented a proposal to correct damage caused by the water issues currently 

plaguing our basement classrooms and kitchen. The proposal was approved, and funds allocated. The 
work will include eradicating mold, re-installing drywall to reduce future moisture damage to the walls, 
painting and waterproofing with special materials that retard mold growth and inhibit water saturation. 
This work will be completed in December. Tom is also charged with investigation of the source of water 
infiltration in both the foundation and the roof. We are expecting this to be a significant undertaking 
with the needed monies being supplied from the Capital Fund.  

 
2022 Budget 
Most of the meeting was spent reviewing the 2022 budget. Expenses will need to increase signif-

icantly in many areas, especially energy and maintenance. This is due to the big price increases expected 
in natural gas, electricity, and materials. Under these circumstances it will be a challenge to balance the 
2022 budget, which is why your pledge is so important to our fiscal solvency next year. Details of the fi-
nal budget will be open for review at the Annual Meeting currently being planned for January 2022. 

 
A Final Note 
We keep our web site updated with key information including links to our various virtual ser-

vices and minutes of the previous Vestry meetings. If you haven’t done so already, bookmark  
www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org as a source for important GS news and information. Of course, we will 
continue to use email as well.  

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for November 30th to complete review of the 2022 budget and 

take up items that were postponed at our last scheduled meeting. 
 

http://www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org
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“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
And his name shall be called Emmanuel, 

God with us!” 
Matthew 1; 23 

 
The season of Advent is upon us.  It’s a time to prepare our hearts and souls as we re-
flect on Christ’s love and the celebration of His arrival on Christmas.   
 
We continue to use our much-loved Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony by Joel Raney.  
The ceremony features the choir singing and playing chimes.  Then Father Lance leads 
us in a responsive litany and the candle lighting. It concludes with the congregation 
raising their voices in praise: 
 
 

“Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, 
Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God. 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
God with us, 
Emmanuel” 

 
 

Joel Raney is one of the leading sacred music composers in the country. He has hun-
dreds of titles in print.  He has a degree in Choral Conducting from the University of 
Northern Alabama and a Masters in Piano Performance from The Juilliard School.  
His experience includes work as an accompanist, in the theater and even as a pianist 
for TV commercials (like “Rhapsody in Blue” ads for United Airlines!)  He plays the 
organ, conducts his own choir at a Baptist church in Oak Park, Illinois, is a sought-
after music clinician, choral conductor, and piano soloist.  And of course, he composes 
beautiful music for choirs and handbell choirs as well. 
 
This Christmas we will sing one of Raney’s arrangements of two Christmas carols: “In 
the Bleak Midwinter” and “Still, Still, Still”.   
 
May the music of this Advent season and the music of Christmas be a blessing to you 
and yours. 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…” 

Luke 1: 46 - 47 
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OUTREACH  
  at Good Shepherd 

 
 
 

by Yvonne Arnold 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  
                                                                        ---- The Book of James 1:17 
 
The Come-Unity Center in Williamson is a ministry that Good Shepherd supports. Since 1949, 
they have served the residents of Wayne County with a food program, meal program and thrift 
shoppe. In their most recent newsletter, Alvin Brewer, the executive director, shared that 
through the continued donation of bottles and cans this year, they have been able to purchase 
2,635 cans of fruit and vegetables. To date, they have received 32,936 containers! Who could 
imagine that so many nickels would add up to help so many? 
 
Advent is a season of hope. The remembrance that our God is always present, with arms 
wrapped around us, reminds me that I am loved and not alone. My spirit is strengthened. I am 
lifted up. The care of others in our community, and world, is ours to do. Thank you for your 
donations to all the ministries that Good Shepherd supports. Each gift makes a difference.  
 
#AdventWord, A Global Advent Calendar, posts a meditation each day through Advent. To-
day, Advent 1, The Most Reverent Michael Curry is the author. This is an excerpt from his re-
flection:  
At times, it is difficult to still see the promise through the fog that envelops us, the storm 
that bears down on us. Life can be so very hard and the forces of darkness so overpower-
ing that we might understandably be tempted to give up, to let go of the hope, to let go of 
the dream. Yet, as the psalmist notes, even in “the valley of the shadow of death,” we are 
not alone; the Shepherd is with us. We make our song, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” 
precisely because we dare to believe in Emmanuel, God with us. And if God is indeed with 
us, God is with ALL of us. The promise endures. The hope—the dream—remains sure…
despite the fog and storm, despite the darkness." 
 
May you see the hope and light of each day, every day. 
 
Love is the way.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 

by Marilyn Nuffer 

 
The Christmas season is with us early this year but let us not forget the true meaning of Christ-
mas.  Your church library has some nice books to help you with this and are just waiting for 
you to take them out. 
 
 National Geographic has a good Atlas of the Bible exploring the Holy Lands.  Also, you will 
find a DVD and guide book of Science and Religion, one in the Great Courses series.  
 
 Have a healthy happy Christmas and may you get many good books in your stocking. 

 

ADULT FORUM  
Please Join Us for Any of These Upcoming Programs 

 
(Tuesday mornings at 10am in the Narthex or church library; programs, subject 

to change, are approximately one hour but some offerings run longer) 
 

Dec. 7 – “The Trojan War: Heroes & Gods,” a live presentation by Marcy Guarino 
 
Dec. 14 – Masterworks of American Art: “The 1820s” & “Thomas Cole & American 
                 Landscape” (Great Courses DVD by Prof. William Kloss, Smithsonian Institution) 
 
Dec. 21 – The American Mind: “Hamilton & His Money” & “Jefferson & His Debts” (A Great 
                 Courses DVD by Prof. Allen C. Guelzo, Gettysburg College) 
 
Dec. 28 – Skywatching: Seeing & Understanding Cosmic Wonders: “Day & Night Skies” & 
                “Clouds & Lightning” (Great Courses DVD by Prof. Alex Flippenko, Univ of Calif.) 
 
Jan. 4 – The Lives of Great Christians: “Martin Luther” and “John Wesley”  

   (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. William Cook, SUNY Geneseo) 
 
Jan. 11 – Earth’s Changing Climate: “A Tale of 3 Planets” & “Global Recycling”  
   A Great Courses DVD by Prof. Richard Wolfson, Middlebury College) 
 



6  

 

MEAL MINISTRY 

Kathy Rivera     12/01 
Jill Burch     12/04 
Kim Yourch     12/06 
Kaitlyn Koneski    12/07 
Hannah Bauerschmidt    12/08 
Larry Therkildsen    12/10 
Stephen Meyer     12/11 
Eleanor Bauerschmidt    12/11 
Gordon Wilbert    12/11 
Debra Nelson     12/13 
John Van Hooydonk    12/14 
Jack Brennick     12/16 
Ellie Martin     12/16 
Madeline Peterson    12/17 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas from the Good Shepherd Meal Ministry! And a special thank you to all who 
have provided meals for our Good Shepherd family.  Working together, we have served about 
ten families this year, with patients ranging from young to old. We have about 6 committed 
cooks who know who they are and how much I appreciate their help!! 
 
What’s for dinner? Whether it is PB&J & chicken noodle soup or a filet & asparagus, it could 
hit the spot for any members of our church family who is having a difficult time. If your lefto-
vers could serve someone in need, just call Debra at (585) 671-5581.   
 
If you know we have brothers and sisters in our church family with medical, social, financial, 
marital, or emotional difficulties during these trying times, please call. We don’t need to know 
any personal information: just tell us how many need a meal (&the address), what they can’t eat, 
& how often they will need our help. The Meal Ministry will help.  
 
Happy New Year!  

Pam Brashich     12/19 
Pam Russo     12/19 
Kris German     12/19 
Bill Comella     12/20 
Patricia Delperdange    12/21 
Larry Howe                 12/24 
Andrea Lorenzo    12/25 
Ruth Jacque      12/26 
Sherri White     12/27 
Shayna Tokar-Schinaman   12/28 
Lisa Robinson      12/28 
Gary Richardson    12/28 
Deb Anderson     12/29 
Terri Edwards     12/31 
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The five military service flags (Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force 
 and Coast Guard) decorated the altar 

Bob Markham played the postlude: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
 

Pauline Stebbins designed this table display in the Narthex to honor GS veterans. 
 

Veteran’s Day was  

celebrated at Good 

Shepherd 

On November 14th to 

honor all parishioners 

whoserved their  

country, as well as all 

U.S. Veterans. 

 

Image shared on The Episcopal Church Facebook page  
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 A MEAL & MORE  

by Debra Nelson 

 

A MEAL & MORE … 

serving the marginalized in our wider 

community 
  

Dear Good Shepherd Family,  
 
Thank you for your donations of food, hygiene products, and gift cards.  Because of you, many people 
in need have been helped – right here in the Rochester community.  
 
Merry Christmas from the Meal and More: Good Shepherd volunteer team: 

Chris Nuccitelli Cheri Mascitti, Tom & Carol Wawrzycki, Tom & Patti Curtin, Diana Singer, 
Lance & Karyn Robbins, Richard Reid, Diane Babcock, Suzanne Van Cura, Jeff Taylor, Marj 
Matsky, Pete Rothfuss, Tom & Kim Yourch, Chelsea Yourch, Kim Wilbert, Annie Bishop, Pat 
Sweetland, Sharon Brown, Joe & Georgia Interlicchia, Robin & Art Mason, Mary Kay Butera, 
John Trompeter and Debra Nelson 

 
A NEW SCHEDULE for JANUARY 2022 is in the works …. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! If you 
would like to join the volunteer team, (1st &/or 3rd Sunday &/or 2nd Wednesday of the month at Christ 
Church, Rochester) please call Debra Nelson (585) 671-5581 or email buttler1@hotmail.com. You can 
also be added to our substitute list. Ask a friend to volunteer with you!  
  
Interested in making a donation? Please buy a gift card to a grocery store (give Fr.Lance or Debbie) or 
stock up when you go food shopping. Please put perishables in the frig in the parish hall (and email 
Debra) or drop non-perishables off in the Narthex.  
 
ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED: 

Deli meat such as turkey, ham, bologna; also, tuna fish 
Juice boxes or other individual drink containers for bagged lunches 
Fruit Juices (Bottles of apple, orange, others) 
Beef and chicken broth, chicken noodle soup 
Pasta sauce, tomato sauce, diced tomatoes 
Packets of ketchup, mayo, mustard 
Salad dressings, fresh produce (celery, carrot sticks, cucumber, tomato) 
Individually wrapped desserts; and snacks for bagged lunches (Hostess, granola bars, bags of chips) 
Breads (in a package, can be sliced or not sliced), including sandwich bread 
Plastic cups (9 or 10 oz) 
Napkins 
3-section containers 

Large or industrial sizes are preferred, but all donations will be gratefully accepted.  
 

In addition to food, we provide personal hygiene items such as soap, toothpaste, deodorant, tooth-
brushes, and shampoo (small-ish sizes preferred) 

Currently there is a collection for HATS & deodorant in the narthex to supply the holiday baskets 
 

mailto:buttler1@hotmail.com
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ADULT FORUM SPOTLIGHT 

“The Story of Thanksgiving Hymns” 
by Richard Reid 

Another in our occasional series of articles reporting on programs presented as part of Good Shep-
herd’s Adult Forum series which meets at church on Tuesdays at 10am, usually for 60 to 75 minutes. 
Since this time prevents many from attending, a summary of the program may be of interest. If any-
one would like to offer a program on a topic of personal interest, please speak with Richard Reid, 
Adult Forum Coordinator.  
 
In 1988, Robert Fulghum, a Unitarian Universalist minister published a book of essays, All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, which became an international best seller, reputedly with 
more than 17 million copies of his book in print. Yet despite writing that what he had learned came 
not from the halls of higher education “but there in the sandpile at Sunday School,” if you look at his 
list of learnings which include such guidance as “share everything,” “play fair,” “don’t hit people,” 
“clean up your own mess,” and “don’t take things that aren’t yours,” curiously, you will not see any-
thing of consequence about saying, “thank you.” In the various lists of the types of prayers that there 
are – they usually range between four and eight – you will always find a prayer of thankfulness or 
gratitude included on all of them so it’s not surprising that there is a section of this type of hymn in 
almost all collections of hymns regardless of denomination.  
 
On Tuesday, November 16, Dr. Karyn Robbins, Good Shepherd’s Music Director, assisted by pa-
rishioner Kathy Stokes who managed the technical aspects of projecting the visuals and soundbites, 
presented a splendid program devoted to hymns traditionally sung in America at our country’s na-
tional holiday, Thanksgiving Day. So familiar were they that the enthusiastic audience of 12 joined 
Karyn and Kathy in singing them throughout the program.  Karyn began with a brief journey through 
American history – from the first Thanksgiving in 1621, a multi-day harvest festival, through the 
Thanksgiving recommendations or proclamations of various American Presidents from George 
Washington through Franklin Roosevelt. One notable exception was Thomas Jefferson whose con-
cern for a wall of separation between church and government would not permit him to endorse what 
seemed to him as a state-sponsored religious service.  
 
Most of Karyn’s talk focused on the stories behind five hymns, commencing with, “We Gather To-
gether to Ask the Lord’s Blessing,” a militaristic-sounding piece which arose from the ashes of 16th 
century religious wars in the Netherlands. Written in 1597 after the Battle of Turnhout, it was first 
printed in the Dutch language in 1625, translated into English in 1894, reaching America in 1903. 
Next came, “Come Ye Thankful People, Come,” written in 1853 by the London-born clergyman 
Henry Alford, a precocious child who at age six wrote a biography of Saint Paul. Its four verses take 
us from a harvest festival to a parable about the Kingdom of God as a harvest to our final harvest 
home in heaven. Third was a 1782 hymn from Germany, “We Plough the Fields,” with its stirring 
refrain, “All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, then thank the Lord, oh, thank the 
Lord for all His love.”  
 
Another religious war, the bloody Thirty Years War (1618-1648) that saw the deaths of millions of 
Europeans through battle and disease, resulted in, “Now Thank We All Our God.” Martin Rinckart, a 
17th century German wrote it about 1636 after Eilenburg, Saxony survived a siege by the Swedish 
Army. The song was translated into English in the 19th century. Finally, “For the Beauty of the 
Earth,” based on a 19th century poem by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint. Karyn presented the hymn in a 
contemporary setting by John Rutter. While the text celebrates nature, it is the refrain, “Lord of all, 
to Thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful and praise,” that really makes it a hymn appropriate for 
Thanksgiving and other days of the year.  
 
Thank you, Karyn, for another perceptive look at the music we use in our church services.  
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Sunday November 7th saw the return of the Teen 
Choir to a Sunday Service singing, “Love, Be 
Glorified.” From left to right: Layleigh Low-
enguth, Meghan and Natalie Martin  

The Junior Choir also returned to a live performance on No-
vember 7th singing, “Thank You, Lord.”  From left to right: 
Daniel Guerin, Leah and Chloe Schinamann, Ellie Martin 
and Sasha Daniels.  

 Edward Kushall gave a memorable 
Stewardship homily based on the 
hymn, “I Was There to Hear Your 
Borning Cry,” on Nov. 14th 
 

On Nov. 21st, while Fr. Lance recovered from 
surgery, Rev. Keisha Stokes (center), conducted 
the liturgy and joined her mother, Kathy (right) 
and aunt,  Beth Dinan (left) in song.  
 

Seminarian Joel Wilbur gave his first 
sermo0n at Good Shepherd on Nov. 14th  

AS SEEN AT GOOD SHEPHERD 


