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News From The Good Shepherd

 Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!   As we look ahead to 2022, please know that we do not 

journey alone, God is right there with us all every step of the way.  This month I 

want to share a letter I received a week before Christmas.  It touched my heart 

and I did share this with everyone during our liturgies on Christmas Eve.  I case 

you missed it this is the letter. 

       18-December-2021 

Hello 

We are Loren and Susan Rosenthal.  We live in San Diego and 

regularly attend Good Shepherd services online, via Vemio. 

Because of our physical limitations, it is impractical to attend 

church in person.  So, we decided to search online for a reli-

gious service that felt right to us.  We had three criteria in 

mind.  We looked for a church that was Christ-centered, warm, 

and apolitical.  We found what we were looking for at Good 

Shepherd in Webster. 

We have always been spiritual persons but our religious affilia-

tions have varied over time.  Susie refers to our weekly online 

attendance of Good Shepherd services as “going to Vemio 

church.”  So, I guess we are now practicing “Vemites.”  

Please accept the small, enclosed donation as thanks for the 

good work done by the Good Shepherd community.  We wish all 

of you a most blessed and joyous Christmas! 

      Loren & Susan Rosenthal 

 

There have been blessings during this pandemic, a big one for me has been our 

ability to share our liturgies online.  A huge thank you to Jeff, Bruce, and Chris.   

We will face challenges and enjoy many blessings during 2022, but always re-

member that God says, “Take my hand and let me lead the way.  Be still and 

know that I am God and we can do this together.” 

       Love and Blessings 

 

 

mailto:lancerobbinsgs@gmail.com
mailto:gswebsternymusic@gmail.com
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         by Chris Nuccitelli, Senior Warden 

Vestry last met on December 14, 2021. Here is a summary of activities and discussions.   
 
Fr. Lance prayed us in then the meeting opened with acceptance of the November 2021 minutes.  
 
 November Finances 

November income was recorded as $22,037, which fell short the planned budget by $3,464. YTD we 
remain ahead of our budgeted income by $3,901.  Expenses were under budget by $3,066. YTD we now 
have a budget surplus of $14,682 against our planned budget of -376. Our balance sheet continues to be 
strong. Good Shepherd net worth was reported as $ 2,548,697 through November 2021.  

 
Stewardship 
 Ed Kushal updated the Vestry on current status of the 2022 Stewardship Campaign. As of the 

meeting we had 102 pledges totaling $245,661. There were 16 new pledges, 43 were increased from 2020, 
35 stayed the same, and 7 decreased. 34 individuals/families that pledged last year, have not yet responded 
for 2021. With the 2022 operating budget currently at $288,000, we have a deficit of $43,000 for 2022. This 
budget does not include any fund for Outreach or Music. If you have not yet sent in your pledge, we hope 
you do so at your earliest convenience! Details of the final budget will be open for review at the Annual 
Meeting currently being planned for January 2022. Thank you to all those who have responded in support of 
our church. 

 
Facilities Report 
The work to clean up our classrooms was begun in mid-December and includes eradicating mold, re-

installing drywall to reduce future moisture damage to the walls, painting and waterproofing with special 
materials that retard mold growth and inhibit water saturation. This work will be completed before Christ-
mas. Tom Yourch is also in the process of investigating of the source of water infiltration in both the foun-
dation and the roof. We are expecting this to be a significant undertaking with the needed monies being sup-
plied from the Capital Fund.  

 
Some additional minor repairs and improvements: Lighting sensors will be installed on our parking 

lot lights and replace the antiquated manual timer currently in use. This should assure that lighting will keep 
pace with the changing seasons. Also, locks on the Narthex Doors will be replaced in January. 

 
As I end my term on the Vestry, it will be my pleasure to begin filling the role as your Sexton, start-

ing January 1, 2022. I will be responsible for maintenance, repairs, and improvements of the Good Shepherd 
grounds and facilities. It is currently planned that I will be on site Tuesdays and Thursdays to manage cur-
rent projects and meet to discuss parishioner concerns and recommendations. I will also be on call 24/7 to 
handle any emergencies that should arise. I am also planning to install a card box in the Narthex after the 
first of the year, to collect your suggestions and comments.  

 
A Final Note 
We keep our web site updated with key information including links to our various virtual services 

and minutes of the previous Vestry meetings. If you haven’t done so already, bookmark  
www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org as a source for important GS news and information. Of course, we will 
continue to use email as well.  

 
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2022 beginning at 12:00pm. In order to assure ap-

propriate distancing and safety, the meeting will be held in the Sanctuary and also Livestreamed through 
Zoom. We encourage everyone in our parish to participate, either in-person or on-line. Please watch your 
email and regular mailbox for more details. It has been my pleasure to serve as your Senior Warden in 2021. 
Thank you for all your support in this very challenging year! 

http://www.goodshepherdepiscopal.org


3  

 

 

 

 

 
 

“What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.” 

(Last verse of the Christmas carol: “In the Bleak Midwinter”) 
 

What a glorious time of worship and celebration of our Lord Jesus’ birth on Christmas Eve 
and Day. Christmas was followed by a wonderful celebration of song and scripture during 
Lessons and Carols on the last Sunday in December.  And we were able to celebrate the 
Christmas season once again in our beautiful church as well as online!  What a blessing! 
 
We are so blessed with all of our many musicians at Good Shepherd who help us praise our 
Lord and fill our hearts with joy during our worship liturgies.  There are many to thank for 
sharing their musical talents to uplift us in our worship life.  I thank the members of the Adult 
Choir, Teen Choir, and Junior Choir for their beautiful anthems and for leading our singing.  
Thank you to the Family Chime Choir for ringing their beautiful carols.  Thank you to our 
brass players who lifted the rafters with their amazing music!  Thanks to our violinists, flutist, 
guitarists, and pianist for their beautiful renditions of the carols during the Christmas season.  
And we were blessed with those who sang solos and duets.  A special treat!  And of course, 
what would our worship life be without the joyous singing of the congregation!  We think of 
Christmas as the season of gift giving.  What wonderful gifts of music everyone gave to make 
this season a holy and joyous time of worship with song. 
 
And great thanks to both Chris Nuccitelli and Bruce Dunn for making it possible to worship at 
home through live-streaming and the recordings of the liturgies!  And to Bruce for working 
out all the microphones.  What a blessing both of you are to us!  
 
We also had a special Christmas treat this year.  Once again Laura Rosato came up with a fun 
and creative pageant for our parish.  Children and adults all participated to share the Christmas 
story online.  And Chris Nuccitelli spent hours recording the musicians and the actors and then 
put it all together for the online presentation!  Thank you, Laura and Chris for the joy you 
brought us with this wonderful pageant! 
 
We celebrate the Christmas season until January 5 the day before the season of Epiphany be-
gins.  May the music of the Twelve Days of Christmas and then the Epiphany Season bring 
you joy and hope as we celebrate Christ, the Light of the World! 
 

“O star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light!” 

 (Refrain of the Epiphany hymn: “We Three Kings”) 
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The Good Shepherd Stitchers meet weekly on Thursdays 
at 10 am. We are always looking for suggestions for chari-
ty stitching (knit, crochet quilting).  The first and third 
Thursdays of the month we will meet at church in the li-
brary (or in the parish hall if there are too many people). 
We will need to follow whatever the current COVID 
guidelines are for in person meetings.  The second and 
fourth Thursday of the month will be a zoom meeting.  
The fourth meeting of the month is also our book club 

meeting.  If you want more information or want to get on the email list, please con-
tact brenda.munch@gmail.com  
 
January’s book club meeting will be on January 27th and will be a zoom meeting.  We will be 
reading Anne of Green Gables (the first book) by Lucy Maud Montgomery.   
 
For those of you who like to read ahead, or just like some good book suggestions,  
here is the list for 2022: 
Jan 27  Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 
Feb 24  Where’d You Go Bernadette by Marie Semple 
Mar 24  Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 
Apr 28    My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman 
May 26 Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan 
Jun 23  The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 
Aug 25  Winter Garden by Kristen Hannah 
Sep 29  Mrs Grant and Madame Jule by Jennifer Chiaverini 
Oct 27   The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate 
Dec 10  Christmas Bells by Jennifer Chiaverini 

 

GS STITCHERS  

& BOOK CLUB 

 

Tessa Wheatley    01/01           
Joe Yelle     01/03 
Mary Jean Crawford    01/04 
Brenda Pierce     01/11 
Rudy Meyris     01/11 
Cheryl Kuberka    01/13 
Spencer Stokes     01/14 
Sullivan Allen     01/15 
Jeanne Wasmuth    01/15 
Bill Lynam     01/15 
Abraham Carrington    01/17 
Betty Nohle     01/17 
Fred Giovinazzo                01/19          
Olivia Hess     01/19 
Kristen Kuberka    01/20 
Bill Backus     01/21 

Thomas Braun     01/22 
James White     01/24 
John Semmler     01/26 
Joseph (Jr.) Francz    01/27 
Paul Dean     01/27 
Isabel O’Neil     01/28 
Robin Mason     01/29 
Jack Norris     01/29 
Brianna Bohannon    01/29 
Dottie Smart     01/29 
Katherine Blum    01/30 
Rebecca Strohm    01/30 
Wayne Delperdange    01/30 
Barbara Kilian     01/31 
Peter Rothfuss     01/31 
 

mailto:brenda.munch@gmail.com
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ADULT FORUM  
Please Join Us for Any of These Upcoming Programs 

 
(Tuesday mornings at 10am in the Narthex or church library; programs, subject 

to change, are approximately one hour but some offerings run longer) 
 
 Jan 4 – The Lives of Great Christians: “Martin Luther” and “John Wesley”  

   (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. William Cook, SUNY Geneseo) 
 
Jan 11 – Earth’s Changing Climate: “A Tale of 3 Planets” & “Global Recycling”  
   (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. Richard Wolfson, Middlebury College) 
 
Jan 18 – “Disease, Plagues & Pandemics: God and Religion's Response" 
   A live presentation by the Rev. Lance Robbins  
 
Jan 25 – Museum Masterpieces: “Jacques-Louis David and His School,” & “Delacroix, 

 and Ingres,” (A Great Courses DVD by Prof. Richard Bretell, Univ. of Texas at Dallas) 
 
Feb 1 – Wonders of the National Parks “Redwoods & the Sierra Nevada” & “San An

 dreas Fault area parks,” (Great Courses DVD by Ford Cochran, National Geographic) 
 
Feb 8 – Great Trials of World History: “Boston Massacre Trials” & “Aaron Burr Con

 spiracy Trials” (Great Courses DVD by Prof. Douglas Linder, Univ. of Missouri) 
 

If you would like to present a live program as part of the morning Adult Forum series, 
please speak with Richard Reid, Adult Forum Coordinator (585-347-4839) 

 

MEAL MINISTRY 

What’s for dinner? Whether it is PB&J & chicken noodle soup 
or a filet & asparagus, it could hit the spot for any members of 
our church family who is having a difficult time. If your lefto-
vers could serve someone in need, just call Debra Nelson at 
(585) 671-5581.   
 
If you know we have brothers and sisters in our church family 
with medical, social, financial, marital, or emotional difficulties 
during these trying times, please call. We don’t need to know 
any personal information: just tell us how many need a meal 
(&the address), what they can’t eat, & how often they will need 
our help. The Meal Ministry will help.  
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Good Shepherd  

Youth Group 

On Saturday December 4th, the Youth Group gathered for some merry time in-person. After a 
yummy Wegmans sub lunch and cookies, we decorated the narthex Christmas tree together. 
Some quiet elves found another, smaller tree and decorated it as a "tacky tree" for fun. It was a 
work of art! We played a tricky Santa guessing game and discovered that we have some very 
strong language kids in Youth Group! We also learned some new card games to share with 
other family over the holidays. 
 
Overall, it was wonderful to gather together, to meet and mingle with new youth members and 
to see those we haven't seen for a long while. 
 
Happy New Year to All of our GS Youth! 
    

You are all AWESOME!!!  
 
Mrs. Ragan 
Mrs. O'Neill 
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Christmas Eve 

At 

Good Shepherd 

Parishioners could admire the elaborate Nativity scene in the Narthex 

Alexandra Barbato played the postlude ”Toccata” on 

“Joy to the World” (8 pm  service) 

The Choir offered the anthem: “In the Bleak Midwin-

ter” (8 pm service) 

Kylie Dennison sang “O Holy Night”  

8 pm service) 

 Flutist Alexandra Barbato played several piec-

es (8 pm service) Trumpeter Bob Markham and Trombonist Don 

White offered the Prelude, “It Came Upon a Mid-

night Clear” (8 pm service) 

Fr. Lance shared his personal “Christmas Eve 

Angels” story as part of his Homily at the 8 pm 

service 

A Reading from John 1,  illuminated by  Good Shepherd’s Advent wreath, as 

the 4 pm service concludes 



8  

 

 A MEAL & MORE  

by Debra Nelson 

 

 

A MEAL & MORE … 

Serving the Marginalized in our Wider Community 
  
We need substitutes! If you would like to join the volunteer team occasionally, (1st &/or 3rd Sunday &/or 
2nd Wednesday of the month at Christ Church, Rochester) please call Debra Nelson (585) 671-5581.  
  
Interested in making a donation? Please buy a gift card to a grocery store (give to Fr. Lance or Debbie) 
or stock up when you go food shopping. Please put perishables in the frig in the parish hall (and call 
Debra) or drop non-perishables off in the Narthex.  
 
ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED: 

Deli meat such as turkey, ham, bologna; also, tuna fish 
Juice boxes or other individual drink containers for bagged lunches 
Fruit Juices (Bottles of apple, orange, others) 
Beef and chicken broth, chicken noodle soup 
Pasta sauce, tomato sauce, diced tomatoes 
Packets of ketchup, mayo, mustard 
Salad dressings, fresh produce (celery, carrot sticks, cucumber, tomato) 
Individually wrapped desserts; and snacks for bagged lunches (Hostess, granola bars, bags of chips) 
Breads (in a package, can be sliced or not sliced), including sandwich bread 
Plastic cups (9 or 10 oz) 
Napkins 

 
Large or industrial sizes are preferred, but all donations will be gratefully accepted.  
 
In addition to food, we provide personal hygiene items such as soap, toothpaste, deodorant, toothbrush-
es, and shampoo (small-ish sizes preferred) 
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ADULT FORUM SPOTLIGHT 

“The Trojan Saga: The Iliad, The Odyssey, and The Aeneid” 
by Richard Reid 

Another in our occasional series of articles reporting on programs presented as part of Good Shepherd’s Adult 
Forum series which meets at church on Tuesdays at 10am, usually for 60 to 75 minutes. Since this time prevents 
many from attending, a summary of the program may be of interest. If anyone would like to offer a program on a 
topic of personal interest, please speak with Richard Reid, Adult Forum Coordinator.  

 
Following up her Adult Forum Presentation on September 28, “Key 
Elements of Greek Mythology,” parishioner Marcy Guarino returned 
on December 7th with another talk, “The Trojan Saga: The Iliad, The 
Odyssey, and The Aeneid.” She began by observing that on the day 
the Second World War began for America with the bombardment of 
Pearly Harbor by forces of the empire of Japan in 1941, here we are 
talking about a war that happened around 1,200 BCE (before the 
common era). “We just can’t seem to stop fighting each other,” she 
bemoaned with emotion. 
 
In about 75 brisk minutes, Marcy took those present through the ten-

year Trojan War, including its origin (the kidnapping of Helen, a Greek bride by Paris, a Trojan) 
and aftermath (the journeys of the Greeks Odysseus and Aeneas). To ensure the audience didn’t 
come away thinking, “It’s all Greek to me,” she thoughtfully provided nine pages of summary 
notes which also featured a lot of the details time did not permit her to include in her talk.  
 
What we know of that war, she stressed, is due to the work of three individuals: Homer, a Greek 
poet who is believed to have written an account of roughly 50 days of that ten-year war (The 
Iliad) and the tale of the much-delayed journey home from it for one Greek warrior, Odysseus 
(The Odyssey); Virgil, the Roman poet, who lived during the first century BCE, who wrote The 
Aeneid, about Aeneas, another Trojan War survivor who journeyed to Italy where his descend-
ants Romulus and Remus founded the city of Rome; and Heinrich Schliemann, a 19th century 
German businessman and pioneer in the field of archaeology who discovered the ruins of Troy 
in Hisarlik, Turkey, supporting the belief that Homer’s chronicle reflected actual historical 
events.  
 
The time was too short for Marcy to do more than sketch some of the highlights of the ancient 
writings, but her enthusiasm for her subject was undeniable. Thank you, Marcy, for all your 
hard work in making a forgotten world come briefly to life again for those lucky enough to have 
attended your presentation.  


